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For your diary
Chinese – English conversation evening: 6 May
One Sunday each month there is a Chinese-English
conversation evening from 7.30-9.30pm at the home of
Shirley Johns. One hour is spent speaking Chinese (for
English speakers who would like to practise their Chinese)
and one hour is spent speaking English (for Chinese
speakers who would like to improve their English).

Fast facts from the Beijing
Review, April 2018
•

If you would like to attend the conversation evening,
please phone Shirley on 6254 4305 (after hours).
•



‘Some impressions of fascinating
Northern Xinjiang’
Our function for April will be a talk by Emeritus Professor
Fred Chow. The talk will begin at 7.30pm in the Whitlam
Room of the Canberra Labor Club, Belconnen on 26 April.
Members are welcome to meet in the Bistro for dinner
from 6.00pm. Please book by emailing
acfsevent@gmail.com by 20 April.
Fred has provided the following background information.
Born in southern China, Fred and his mother migrated to
British North Borneo in 1960 to join his father. In 1966 he
moved to Tasmania for matriculation and then
undergraduate studies. His research is on photosynthesis
and he is now Emeritus Professor in Plant Sciences at the
Research School of Biology, ANU, where he spent 20
years before retiring in 2106 and continues to do ‘hobby’
research.
He first re-visited China in 1981, in the early days of
Reform and Opening Up, when research and national
conferences were resumed. Sporadic contact with
Chinese photosynthesis labs continued in the intervening
period while his children were of school age. Since 2006,
he has increased his contacts with labs in China, visiting
China at least once a year, and receiving a few visiting
students from there. He always enjoys such visits to
China, combined with sightseeing.

•

•

•

Hubei Province’s capital Wuhan will
build itself into a hydrogen city. The
city is to advance the research and
development of core technology for
hydrogen production, storage and
transportation. A hydrogen energy
industrial park is expected to gather
more than 100 fuel cell automakers
and related enterprises in years to
come.
China’s Ministry of Agriculture will add
28 items including pesticides and
veterinary antibiotics to the current 94
item product quality monitoring list.
Monitoring targets vegetables, fruit,
tea, livestock and seafood. The
production monitoring started in 2001
covering 4 cities it now covers over
150 cities in 31 provinces.
China’s electricity consumption, a key
indicator of economic activity, rose
6.6% in 2017 to 6.31 trillion kilowatt
hours, up from 5% in 2016.
Consumption rose by 10.7% in the
service sector, 7.3% in agriculture and
5.5% in the industrial sector.
Residential use rose 7.8%. Last year,
China added 133.7 gigawatt hours of
generating capacity, 34.2% thermal
and 9.6% hydro.
1,300 fugitives were captured and
returned to China in 2017 with about
980 million yuan recovered. 347 of
them had been Party members or
state functionaries.
More than 9.59 million people had
been placed on a credit blacklist for
defaulting at the end of 2017
according to the Supreme People’s
Court. People on the list have been
prevented from buying plain and high
speed rail tickets as well as having
loan and credit card application
denied. Blacklisted people are also
banned from serving as corporate
representatives or executives.

Thanks to Neil Birch for compiling
these.




Trash and Treasure stall
The next trash and treasure at the Fyshwick Markets will be on Sunday 6 May which is a
week before Mothers’ Day. It would be really good if we could sell jams and preserves, as
well as possible gift items along with our usual baked goodies and preloved items. So as
fruit season is still among us, if any members could make jams or other preserves for our
stall, we would be very grateful. We would also accept donations of small items we could
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put into gift trays or baskets such as hand cream and other small toiletries,
along with other small items you may have lying around that might be nice to
include in a gift pack for a mother. Home-made items are usually great
fundraisers. We also accept quality bric a brac but no electricals please. And
if you can come and help on the day that would also be really great. Please
contact me if you want more information. Angela awydeveld@hotmail.com



Deep into Rural Jiaodong Peninsula

Member Shaoying Wang will give a talk on Thursday 24 May at 7.30pm in the
Whitlam Room of the Canberra Labor Club, Belconnen, but members will be
able to meet for dinner from 6.00pm. Please book by emailing
acfsevent@gmail.com by 18 May.
Shaoying has provided the following background:
Shaoying was born in and grown up in rural China, with deep childhood bond
to the land and its people. She's gone through China’s economic development
and witnessed sad environmental damages and social change to rural China.
She's obtained Masters in Environmental Education and Agribusiness in
Australia, and Bachelor in Economics in China. She has worked for Chinese
local government, Australian Government and Australian local government in
fields of economic development, environmental conservation and agriculture.
Now she works with like-minded people, for healthier rural communities in
China and Australia, including running tours to Rural China and rural
Australia.
Shaoying will talk about the little-known traditional arts, delicious local food,
wild food and medicine foraging, traditional buildings, traditional farming
knowledge and tools and traditional food making, to help appreciating and
preserving such traditional knowledge and simple earthy way of living. Little
known to the world, this area of rural China offers, the best kept northern
Chinese folk architecture piece, one of the four most famous ancient Chinese
pavilion/pagodas, miso powder making skills (miso paste is soy bean paste),
origin of vermicelli, the most ancient Chinese sea port, best dumplings of all
kinds, and 60% of China's high-speed train's body is made in this area... and
much more.


ACFS Western Australia photography tour to China, September
The Australia China Friendship Society is offering a 13 day small group tour to
China especially designed for photographers at every level, visiting areas of
exceptional attraction.
The group is limited to ten persons and departures with China Southern (the
world’s third largest airline) are scheduled to depart Brisbane, Sydney,
Melbourne, Adelaide (via Melbourne) and Perth with Singapore Airlines (via
Singapore) all on the same day, September 18, converging on Guangzhou
(the old Canton).
The cost is $4380 including air travel, coach and rail land content, hotel
accommodation in twin rooms, most meals and all gratuities. $100 discount
for all ACFS members.
The tour leader is Susan Moss, a Perth photographer and member of ACFS
WA. Susan has an image currently in an exhibition at the UN Headquarters
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New York. There will be local guides throughout and a specialist photographic
guide will be with the group days 4 to 11.
The itinerary with application form may be viewed on
http://www.acfswa.org/photography-tour.html or a copy obtained by phoning
free-call on 1 300 88 66 78.



ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble
The ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble will present a concert on 7
October in the Larry Sitsky Room, Canberra School of Music. They will be joined
once more by the Sydney Conservatorium Chinese Music Ensemble. They
will also be performing at the High Court on Sunday 2 September at 1.30pm,
and at Floriade.


Annual General Meeting
The AGM was held at the Golden King restaurant in Woden with 25 members
attending. Reports were presented, elections held and the meeting was
concluded in 15 minutes. Long-time committee member Shirley Johns has
retired after more than 30 years of service and Suzie Michaelis did not renominate.
Help Needed
We are now in the position of only having 7 members on the committee. We
need at least 1 and preferably 2 additional members. Please consider joining
the committee and if you would like more information contact Carol either by
phone 62478231/0417 041 148 or via email cjkeil@proforte.com.au
Following is the text of the report as delivered by President Carol Keil at the
meeting on 28 March 2018
We have had a good year in terms of activities for members and promoting
Chinese culture to Canberrans however our membership continues to decline
(it is now 89) and as I have said before we need to attract more younger
members.
Our functions during the year were quite varied. We had 2 film evenings :’The
Queen of Cooking’ at the Jamison Southern Cross Club and ‘Still Life’ at a new
venue the Canberra Labor Club in Belconnen; three interesting talks: Alex
Olah on ‘Teaching English in China’ and ‘Chinese Culture’; Minister-Counsellor
Yang on China’s Intangible Cultural heritage; a tour of the Chinese Collection
at the National Gallery and a mid-day tour of the ‘Waving the Red Flag’
Exhibition at the National Library. We helped with arrangements for the ANU
Chinese Classical Music Ensemble’s concert ‘Hear the Harmony’ which was a
joint performance with the Sydney Conservatorium of Music Chinese Music
Ensemble and was well attended. We held dinners at Chinese New Year and
Christmas and re-instituted the Society’s June dinner as a yum cha lunch.
Our major event for the year was the Lantern Festival – the last activity for
the celebration of Chinese New Year. The lantern-making workshop at the
Cook Community Hub was held on the day of floods and torrential rain with all
residents being advised to stay home so our attendance was down to 15.
However we had over 500 attend the Festival which included 7 performance
groups of both adults and children and for the first time a ringing of the Peace
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Bell which was newly installed in Lennox Gardens. The Lantern Parade was
one of the longest we have ever had. The Beijing Garden is the ideal venue
and it well and truly fulfilled our aim of promoting Chinese Festivals to the
Canberra community.
An important aspect of the Society’s work is the promotion of Chinese culture
in schools. The Panda competition was again held for primary schools with the
topic this year being ‘Chinese Costume through time’. We had entries from 7
schools and 60 prizes and certificates plus 21 special acknowledgement
certificates, which were for students who put in extra effort but did not win
one of the prizes, were presented by Minster Cai, Minister-Counsellor Yang and
Consellor Cao at a ceremony at the Chinese Embassy which was attended by
Principals, teachers, students, parents and Society members who helped with
the organisation of the day. This was the second time the presentation was
held at the Embassy and it was a most rewarding and memorable day for all
who attended.
Awards for the best and most improved students of mandarin were again
presented to students from 12 High Schools and Colleges, at a lunch attended
by 66 members, students, parents and teachers.
We continue to support Project Hope students: 3 girls and 1 boy at
Labagoumen primary and 1 girl at Labagoumen middle school and 2 girls and
1 boy at high school with the boy at the Best middle school. Two trash ’n
treasure stalls at the Fyshwick Markets raised over $1600 to support these
students. Special thanks to Angela Wydeveld who has taken on the role of
organizing these stalls most ably assisted by John Corcoran, Siew-Gim
McGregor, Eliza Ngan and Mark Fraser. The concert by the ANUCCME also
raised enough to support one of the students for 1 year and a special fundraising lunch held by Siew-Gim’s sister in Adelaide raised sufficient funds for
us to support 2 additional students for 3 years and they are a boy and a girl at
Labagoumen primary school.
We obtained a grant from the ACT Government for the Lantern Festival for
$1330. We also applied for another grant to replace our data projector but
were unsuccessful. For the first time in many years we have revised the
content of our membership form and made a modest increase in membership
fees.
Chinese conversation evenings continue to be held each month and the
Society extends its thanks and appreciation to Shirley Johns for arranging and
hosting these evenings.
The newsletter, which continues to report on our activities and provide items
of interest, plays an important role for the Society as for many members this
is the only contact they have. Thanks go to Jean, who is the editor, and to
Roger Arnold for his regular and most interesting contributions on living in
China and also to Teck who mailed the newsletter out each month. We now
email the newsletter to nearly all recipients.
Our website which helps us to maintain our profile is most capably managed
by Siew-Gim McGregor.
We have enjoyed close contact with and received considerable support from
the Chinese Embassy and in particular the Cultural Office. We received
literature, prizes and gifts for the Lantern Festival, Panda competition and
School Awards; the Embassy hosted the Panda competition presentation and
their representatives attended all these events. The committee was invited to
a special dinner at the Embassy hosted by Minister Cai Wei and also to China
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Day. We greatly value and appreciate the Embassy’s support and extend our
sincere thanks and look forward to continuing our very close relationship.
There were some changes to the committee during the year: Geoff and Agnes
Miller resigned in September and Alex Olah joined shortly thereafter. The
Society places great reliance on the committee: Tanja Naeher – secretary and
co-ordinator of performers for the Lantern Festival, Neil Birch - treasurer, Jean
Norman - editor and lantern-workshop co-ordinator, Teck Lee - newsletter
despatcher and functions co-ordinator, Suzie Michaelis – who did a
magnificent job as schools liaison, Geoff Miller and Alex Olah – publicity,
Shirley Johns - convenor of conversation evenings, Agnes Miller and John
Wong. Our committee worked together very harmoniously and I would like to
thank all the members for their support and hard work. I would also like to
thank the Society members who have helped at our events during the year.
And as a final note it would be heartening to see more members attend and
help out at our various events.
Carol Keil
President
28 March 2018


Committee news, April meeting
Your newly elected committee held its first meeting following the AGM at the
Sichuan Restaurant in Belconnen.
We talked about the healthy attendance at the AGM in March (was really good
to see many of our members there) and firmed up dates for upcoming events,
which you’ll see details for in this newsletter. There are 2 interesting talks,
and also a dumpling lunch to celebrate the Chinese Dragon Festival. Exact
details for the lunch are still being refined.
Also, on the agenda was our next Trash and Treasure stall at the Fyshwick
markets on 6 May – all helpers on the day will be appreciated.
The Cultural Office has kindly provided the society with a number of DVDs to
show. In order to narrow the choice, the committee members each took 2
home to review and report back on at the next meeting.
Finally, we talked through what improvements we could make to the Lantern
Festival workshop and the actual Festival – we are always looking at ways of
making improvements, so that the night can be enjoyed by all.
Our meeting ended with a tasty dinner, with the cumin lamb riblets as my
favourite dish.
Hope you’re enjoying the last weeks of warmish weather and also the turning
of the leaves – Autumn is certainly here!
Your Secretary, Tanja
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ANU China in the World events
Date

Time & location

Title & presenter

16 Apr

Panel Discussion and Book Launch
12:45pm-1:45pm
The story of Chinese prosperity
Lowy Institute for
International Policy, 31 Bligh
Presenter(s): Jane Golley, Linda Jaivin, and Merriden
Street, Sydney, NSW
Varrall

19 Apr

4:00pm-5:30pm
Seminar Room A, China in
the World Building (188),
Fellows Lane, ANU

20 Apr

03 May

10 May

17 May

31 May

ANU China Seminar Series
The Making of a Divine Domesticity: Nü duo, Christian
women, and Republican China
Presenter(s): Zhou Yun

PhD Mid-Term Review
1:00pm-2:00pm
Seminar Room 9, Level 2, JG Inequality of Opportunity in Earnings in Rural China
Crawford Building 132,
Lennox Crossing, ANU
Presenter(s): Xinjie Shi
ANU China Seminar Series
4:00pm-5:30pm
Enterprising Chinese Australians in the early 20th century:
Seminar Room A, China in
capital, sociability, and diaspora nationalism
the World Building (188),
Fellows Lane, ANU
Presenter(s): Kuo Mei-fen
ANU China Seminar Series
4:00pm-5:30pm
Universal Values and Chinese Characteristics: A Perspective
Seminar Room A, China in
through the Revival of Confucianism in China Today
the World Building (188),
Fellows Lane, ANU
Presenter(s): Hoyt Tillman
4:00pm-5:30pm
Seminar Room A, China in
the World Building (188),
Fellows Lane, ANU
4:00pm-5:30pm
Seminar Room A, China in
the World Building (188),
Fellows Lane, ANU

ANU China Seminar Series
On the ground in the Taiwan Sunflower and Hong Kong
Umbrella Movements
Presenter(s): Ian Rowen
ANU China Seminar Series
The China Model: Beijing’s Economic Statecraft Across Asia
and Europe
Presenter(s): James Reilly



Qingming Festival: Clear and Bright
Qingming Festival, or Tomb Sweeping Day, is a traditional Chinese Festival,
which begins on 5 April 2018. The Festival marks a change in the weather, as
temperatures begin to rise across China and rainfall increases.
Qingming is also the first day of Clear and Bright, the fifth of the 24 Solar
Terms. Cleaning Tombs and paying respects to the dead with offerings are the
two most important practices to remember late relatives. Flying Kites is an
activity favoured by many Chinese during Qingming. Kites are flown both
in the daytime and in the evening.
Qingming is also a time for people to go out and enjoy nature. Strolling
outside in Spring adds joy to life an promotes a healthy body an d mind.
Source: ‘Qingming Festival: Clear and Bright’, China Daily, 4 April
2018, <http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201804/04/WS5ac4440da3105cdcf65163d1.
html>
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Cherry Blossoms add to Tranquil Beauty of Wuxi

A view of cherry blossoms at the Yuantouzhu (Turtle Head Isle) scenic spot in Wuxi, Jiangsu
province, on March 25. Wuxi, a city characterized by its beautiful rivers, the famous Taihu
Lake, charming villages and historic tea gardens, continues to blend modern developments
with its traditional culture. [Photo by Geng Xisheng/For China Daily] Source: ‘Cherry Blossoms
add to Tranquil Beauty of Wuxi’, China Daily, 27 March 2018,
<http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201803/27/WS5ab8b714a3105cdcf651459e_1.html>


Colourful graffiti embellishes Qingdao street

Graffiti can be seen on Daxue Road in Qingdao. [Photo by Xu Chongde/chinadaily.com.cn]
Source: ‘Colourful graffiti embellishes Qingdao street’, China Daily, 4 April 2018,
<http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201804/03/WS5ac2b291a3105cdcf6515d19_9.html>
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Sightseeing around China: 10 Spring flowers you cannot miss

Red plum blossoms are set off by an azure sky in front of an ancient pavilion at Ming
Xiaoling Mausoleum in Nanjing, East China's Jiangsu province, Feb 27, 2018. This scenic
spot is the tomb of Zhu Yuanzhang, first emperor of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644).
Source: ‘Sightseeing around China: 10 Spring flowers you cannot miss’, China Daily, 1 March
2018, <http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201803/01/WS5a976474a3106e7dcc13ed77_8.html>


From Getting to Know China:
Appreciation of 100 Chinese
Characters, Ministry of Culture of
the People’s Republic of China, 2013
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Some new books on China
Prosperity
Edited by: Jane Golley and Linda Jaivin
ISBN (print): 9781760462024
ISBN (online): 9781760462031
Publication date: April 2018
Imprint: ANU Press
Copublisher: Australian Centre on China in the World

A ‘moderately prosperous society’ with no Chinese individual left
behind—that’s the vision for China set out by Chinese President
Xi Jinping in a number of important speeches in 2017.
‘Moderate’ prosperity may seem like a modest goal for a country
with more billionaires (609 at last count) than the US. But the
‘China Story’ is a complex one. The China Story Yearbook 2017:
Prosperity surveys the important events, pronouncements, and
personalitites that defined 2017. It also presents a range of
perspectives, from the global to the individual, the official to the
unofficial, from mainland China to Hong Kong and Taiwan. Together, the stories present a
richly textured portrait of a nation that in just forty years has lifted itself from universal
poverty to (unequally distributed) wealth, changing itself and the world in the process.
It can be downloaded for free and purchased for $45. See http://ciw.anu.edu.au/publications/.
Available at ANU Press

Made in China Yearbook 2017: Gilded Age, 2018, Ivan Franceschini, Nicholas Loubere
This issue of Made in China Yearbook 2017 traces the stark new
‘gilded age’ inaugurated by the Chinese Communist Party. It
does so through a collection of more than 40 original essays on
labour, civil society and human rights in China and beyond,
penned by leading scholars and practitioners from around the
world.
Made in China is a quarterly newsletter on Chinese labour, civil
society, and rights.
This project has been produced with the financial assistance of the
Australian Centre on China in the World, ANU, and the European
Union Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under the
Marie Sklodowska-Curie grant agreement No. 654852. See
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/publications/
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China Matters: Getting it Right for Australia
Written by Bates Gill and Linda
Jakobson, two of China Matters'
board directors who are among the
world's foremost experts on Chinese
affairs.
Written in a colloquial, easy-toaccess style, and firmly rooted in in-depth knowledge and
research, China Matters focuses on Chinese politics, economics,
and foreign relations today and their implications for Australia
tomorrow.
China Matters asks and answers the big questions for Australia:
What are the contradictions within Chinese society today? Can
the Communist Party cope with the social and economic
pressures ahead? Can China transition to a more sustainable
growth path for the future? How does the Communist Party attempt to influence opinion
and policy abroad? How will China use its growing economic and military might?
The book also includes analysis of China's economic prospects by Arthur Kroeber, who is
based in China and is one of the world's leading specialists on the Chinese economy.
http://chinamatters.org.au/public-outreach/book/



Chinese pork meatballs in broth

(from www.taste.com)
Method
Place pork, ginger, garlic, egg yolk, cornflour
and 1 tablespoon of the oyster sauce in a bowl.
Stir to combine. Using 1 level tablespoon of
mixture at a time, shape pork mixture into balls.
Place on a plate. Cover. Refrigerate for 30
minutes.
Meanwhile, place noodles in a heatproof bowl.
Cover with boiling water. Stand for 3 minutes.
Using a fork, separate noodles. Drain well.

Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

500g pork mince
1cm piece fresh ginger, finely grated
1 garlic clove, crushed
1 egg yolk
2 teaspoons cornflour
2 tablespoons oyster sauce
300g hokkien noodles
1 tablespoon peanut oil
1 litre Massel chicken style liquid stock
100g snow peas, trimmed, thinly sliced
1 carrot, thinly sliced diagonally
1 bunch broccolini, trimmed, halved
2 teaspoons sesame oil
Sliced red chilli, to serve
Fresh coriander sprigs, to serve

Heat peanut oil in a large frying pan over
medium heat. Cook meatballs, in batches,
turning, for 4 to 6 minutes or until lightly
browned and cooked through. Transfer to a
plate. Cover to keep warm.
Combine stock, remaining oyster sauce and 2
cups cold water in a saucepan over high heat.
Bring to the boil. Add snow peas, carrot,
broccolini and sesame oil. Cook for 3 minutes or
until vegetables are tender.
Place noodles in serving bowls. Ladle broth and
vegetables over noodles. Top with meatballs,
chilli and coriander. Serve.
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form
Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year. The
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.
Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608 are:
Single $20 Family $35 Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25
Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................
Address……………………………………………………………………..……
……………………………………………….………… Postcode ……………
Email………………………………………………………………………………
Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………
Renewal

New Member

Australia China Friendship Society
PO Box 530
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA

ACT Branch Bulletin
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Direct Credit Details:
Beyond Bank
BSB: 325-185
A/C No. 03411481
A/C Name: ACFS ACT
Branch Inc
Ref: Your name

