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Coming events  
  

Conversation evening       14 January 

Tour of the Waving the Red Flag exhibition  

at the National Library       16 January 2018 

Chinese New Year dinner      16 February 2018 

Lantern making workshop      25 February 2018 

Lantern Festival        3 March 2018 

 

 

Memberships are now due. Please note that the 

rates have changed, as has the bank’s BSB (for 

those who pay by bank transfer). See the back 

page for the new rates and BSB. 

 

Committee   

   

President  Carol Keil 6247 8231 

  cjkeil@proforte.com.au 

Secretary   Tanja Naeher 6259 5539  

Treasurer Neil Birch 6287 4602 

Bulletin editor Jean Norman 6254 7732 

  jjnorman46@grapevine.com.au 

Committee members Shirley Johns 6254 4305 

 John Wong  6294 0068 

 Teck Lee 6254 6814 

 Suzie Michaelis 6289 3614 (w) 

 Alex Olah 0490 660 738 

  

Promoting friendship and understanding between the Australian and Chinese people  



For your diary  
Chinese – English conversation evening: 14 

January  

One Sunday each month there is a Chinese-English 

conversation evening from 7.30-9.30pm at the home of 

Shirley Johns. One hour is spent speaking Chinese (for 

English speakers who would like to practise their Chinese) 

and one hour is spent speaking English (for Chinese 

speakers who would like to improve their English).  

If you would like to attend the conversation evening, 

please phone Shirley on 6254 4305 (after hours).  

 



 

Tour of the Waving the Red Flag 
exhibition  
 

The Society has arranged a guided tour of the Waving the 
Red Flag exhibition at the National Library of Australia on 

16 January 2018. The tour will begin at 12.15pm and 

take approximately 30 minutes. A booking for lunch 

afterwards (at your own expense) has been made at the 

Bookplate restaurant at the Library. Please RSVP for both 

the tour and the lunch to acfsevent@gmail.com by 12 

January. 
 

The authorities in the early decades of the People’s 

Republic of China used posters to instruct and mobilize 

the general populace. Artists at first adapted existing 
styles to communicate communist ideals but later the 

dramatic poses of socialist realism came to dominate 

official imagery. This peaked during the high tide of the 

Cultural Revolution, but other visions of prosperity 

continued to circulate. Together these posters trace the 

vicissitudes of political campaigns that continually rolled 

through the country. 

 
 

Chinese New Year dinner 

A dinner will be held to welcome the Year of the Dog on 

Friday 16 February at 7.00pm at the China Tea Club 

restaurant, North Lyneham. A banquet meal will be 

arranged at a cost of approximately $27. The China Tea 

Club always provides a special meal for this occasion. 

Please rsvp to acfsevent@gmail.com by 12 February. 
 



 

New member 

Welcome to new member Michael Chin. 

 

 

Fast facts from the Beijing 

Review, January 2018 

 Assets of China Investment 

Corp, China’s sovereign wealth 

fund, has passed $US900 billion, 

the amount has more than 

tripled in the last 10 years. The 
annual rate of return has been 

14.3%, the return on overseas 

investments has been 5.5%.   

 China’s top anti-graft body 

punished over 47,000 officials 
for violating the party’s austerity 

rules in the first 9 months of last 

year. The most common 

misdemeanour was awarding 
unauthorised allowances or 

bonuses, followed by giving or 

accepting gifts and misuse of 

public vehicles. 

 China’s workplace safety record 
continues to improve, with the 

number of accidents and 

fatalities both dropping in the 

first 9 months of last year.  The 

number of accidents was down 
26% to about 36,000 and 

fatalities down 19% to about 

26,000. China is implementing 

362 workplace standards to 
improve safety in 12 sectors, 

such as coal mining and 

hazardous chemicals, from 2016 

to 2020. 

 BMW’s first battery factory 
outside Europe went into 

production recently in 

Shenyang, the capital of 

Liaoning Province in China’s 
north east.  It will serve the 

electric vehicle market. The 

factory is run by BMW Brilliance, 

a joint venture between BMW 

and Brilliance China Automotive 
Holdings. 

 China’s property market 

continues to cool as home prices 

falter or post slower growth in 

China’s 15 major cities. The 
government has been tightening 

liquidity to reduce risk in the 

financial system. 

 
Thanks to Neil Birch for 
compiling these. 

 



Lantern workshop and Lantern Festival 

Mark these dates: the Lantern-making workshop will be held on Sunday, 25 

February at the Cook Community Hall. The Lantern Festival will be on Saturday 

3 March in the Beijing Garden on the lakefront near the Chinese Embassy. If 

you can spare a few hours on either or both days to help please contact Carol. 



Memberships due 
 

Memberships are due on 1 January. A new fee structure applies: see the back 

page for details. The bank’s BSB has also changed, so if you pay be electronic 

transfer you will need to check it, also on the last page. 
 
 

Committee news for the meeting on 18 December 2017 at: ‘Golden 

King Restaurant’, Phillip 

Firstly, Happy New Year and hope that you have enjoyed the summer 

warmth so far. Your committee ended a very busy 2017 with its last meeting 

for the year at the ‘Golden King Restaurant’ in Phillip mid December. This 

followed the Branch Christmas dinner the previous week which many of you 

also attended at the ‘Beijing House Restaurant’ in Hawker. There was talk 
that round tables are preferred for future dinners, to be more conducive for 

conversation. 

Those who attended agreed that the movie ‘Still Life’, showed in mid 

November, was entertaining and special thanks were given to Teck for 

sourcing the Labor Club as the venue, after difficulty with using our usual 

venue, the Jamison Club on that night. 

The committee was very honoured to be invited to the Embassy for dinner at 
the end of November 2017, as guests of Mr Cai. This was certainly 

appreciated by those of the committee who dined on a delicious meal. 

We were also very happy to hear that we were successful in being awarded 

part of what we had applied for in the ACT Government’s Multicultural Grant. 

The grant will be used towards helping with the Lantern Festival costs. 

Plans for the Branch’s January 2018 event were firmed up – a guided tour of 
the ‘Waving the Red Flag’ exhibition at the National Library of Australia 

followed by a cuppa or light lunch – we hope those working may also be able 

to attend, by organizing this for a lunchtime. The December meeting is also 

when plans for the upcoming Lantern Festival are discussed in slightly more 

depth. With the festival slightly later in 2018, we have started with emailing 

the fantastic line up of entertainers to hold the date. Plans will be the focal 

point of the January 2018 meeting. 

Prior the Lantern Festival, will be the 2018 Chinese New Year celebrations, of 

course – the venue for this was decided as the ‘China Tea Club Restaurant’ in 

North Lyneham – always an enjoyable venue! We hope to see you there on 

the 16 February. 

Our meeting ended with a very filling meal. We look forward to making 2018 

another interesting year for you with a variety of events! 

Your Secretary, Tanja 



Friends of the Canberra Beijing 

Garden  

 

I am writing this wearing my other hat as the 

President of the Friends of Canberra Beijing 

Garden.  We are a very small group and our 

aims are ‘To encourage communities, 

associations and individuals to support and 

contribute to the development, conservation 

and appreciation of the Canberra Beijing 
Garden, Australia’.  Our activities to date 

have mainly been to monitor the state of the 

Garden.  Now that it has been established for several years one item that 

requires regular attention is weeding.  The ACT government is responsible for 

general maintenance and they do regular mowing and cleaning, particularly of 

the pavilion.  We would like to have a regular monthly activity to weed the 
garden beds, clean the signs and sweep the paths (if needed).  If you would be 

interested in coming along to help regularly or just once in a while please 

contact me at cjkeil@proforte.com.au or 62478231 as we would welcome any 

help at all.  You do not have to be a member of ‘The Friends’ but are welcome 

to join. Our work parties are covered by ACT government insurance.  

 

Carol Keil 
President 

Friends of the Canberra Beijing Garden 

 


Christmas dinner 
 

Our Christmas dinner was celebrated at the Beijing Kitchen at Hawker Shops and 

34 of us enjoyed a pleasant meal accompanied by interesting conversation.  Two 

of our new members joined us, as did John Wong’s parents from Brisbane.  Neil’s 
daughter Tori had just heard she was successful in gaining a scholarship to a 

Sydney University so it was a night for celebration. 

 
 

45th Anniversary of diplomatic relations between China and 
Australia 

45 Years, 45 Stories is a collection of stories told from Australian and Chinese 

perspectives that speak to the breadth and depth of the friendship between 

both peoples, published to mark the 45th anniversary of diplomatic relations 

between China and Australia. This is our own member, Roger Arnold’s, 

contribution. 

Roger Arnold, Eucalypt research scientist 

About This Project 

Today, there are 4.5 million hectares of eucalypts planted in China. Whilst these 

account for just 6.5% of the country’s forest plantations, these Australian trees 

produce around 30% of China’s domestic timbers and provide livelihoods for 

hundreds of thousands of Chinese. 

  
The commercial success of eucalypts in China isn’t just good luck, it’s come 

about through over 35 years of sustained collaborative R&D between Australia 

and China and the dedication of many Chinese and Australian professionals. 

mailto:cjkeil@proforte.com.au


 

My own contributions to the success of eucalypts in China started in 1994. As a 

young CSIRO scientist, I visited China tasked with providing scientific support to 

the Chinese Academy of Forestry’s fledgling China Eucalypt Research Centre; an 

institute established several years earlier as a collaborative Chinese-Australian 

project. 

 

In China I saw huge potential for eucalypt plantation R&D to make substantial 

positive impacts. In my Chinese counterparts – who quickly became great 

friends – I recognised optimism, enthusiasm and tremendous energy, as well as 

an admirable ability to enjoy their work. This lead me to visiting China countless 
times to work on various projects, including developing cold-tolerant eucalypt 

species for cooler regions of southern provinces, and improving productivity of 

varieties grown in warmer regions. 
 

In 2006, I seized an opportunity to live fulltime in China and work for a 
eucalypt plantation company in Fujian, and to put much of our R&D into 

commercial practice. Living and working in southern Fujian was wonderful; their 

culture, landscapes, lifestyles and, especially, their love of tea were powerfully 

alluring to me. But in early 2009, I moved to Zhanjiang in southwestern 

Guangdong to become a full-time research scientist at the China Eucalypt 

Research Centre. 
 

In the more than 20 years since I first visited China, the rise of the country’s 

eucalypt industry has been truly remarkable – to not only witness this first 

hand, but also to have helped my ever-optimistic Chinese colleagues contribute 

to its remarkable growth and success has been incredibly satisfying. 
 

Roger Arnold is a research scientist at the China Eucalypt Research Centre, 

Zhangjiang, Guangdong Province. 
 

For more information, see http://en.45stories.com 

http://en.45stories.com/
http://en.45stories.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/31-Roger-Arnold-s-story-Eucalypt_field-trial_Guangxi_China-1.jpg


Ice cascade wonderland in Beijing 
 

The ice cascade at the Shenquan Valley of Mentougou district in Beijing, Jan 2. [Photo/VCG] 

There are so many secret workings of nature during wintertime. After a long but fruitless 

waiting for the first snow, people in Beijing choose to go to the outskirt of the city and 

appreciate the ice cascade. 

Located at the Shenquan Valley of Mentougou district, the scenic spot is 45 kilometers drive 

from downtown Beijing. Visitors can have a unique travel experience here through 

mountain climbing, picnic and sightseeing. 

For the rest of the ten stunning photographs, see the China Daily, 4 January 2018, 

<http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201801/04/WS5a4d9ba4a31008cf16da50a7.html >  

 

 

2018 China Public Holiday List 

The Chinese government has released the 2018 calendar and below is a quick 

list of every 2018 China public holiday and their dates: 

 

1.   New Year’s Day 2018 – Dec 30, 2017 – Jan 1, 2018: New Year’s starts a 
bit early in China this year, with the 3-day holiday starting on December 30th 

and ending on January 1, 2018. Thankfully, there are no make-up days for this 

New Year’s holiday. 

2.   Spring Festival (Chinese New Year) | Feb 15-21: This is the time when 

travel is a nightmare in China and ticket prices are through the roof. The 7-day 

holiday is bookended by a Sunday (Feb 11) and a Saturday (Feb 24) workday. 

3.   Qing Ming Festival (Tomb Sweeping Day) – Apr 5-7: The three-day Tomb 

Sweeping Festival begins on a Thursday and ends on a Saturday, but 

unfortunately there’s a work make-up day the following Sunday. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201801/04/WS5a4d9ba4a31008cf16da50a7.html
http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2017-11/30/content_5243579.htm


4.   May Labor Day – Apr 29 – May 1: The May holiday is preceded by a 6-day 

work week (Saturday makeup day) but then continues that Sunday through 

Tuesday. 

5.   Dragon Boat Festival – Jun 16-18: Dragon Boast Festival is a bit of a 
disappointment this year as it lands on a weekend, which means that while it is 

billed as a 3-day holiday, the reality is that you’re just getting Monday off. 

6.   Mid-Autumn Festival – Sept 22-24: Again, this is yet another holiday that is 

billed as a 3-day vacation but in reality is only a weekend and a Monday off. 

The next week is National Day, though, so it’s really not that bad. 

7.   Chinese National Day – Oct 1-7: The second most-busy holiday on the 

Chinese 2018 calendar is National Day. Make up days are the Saturday and 
Sunday prior (Sep 29-30) and the holiday then runs for the entire first seven 

days of the month. 

(Source: Rik De Gendt, Co-ordinator, China.infodoc@online.be)  
 

 

A World of Difference by Laurence Coulton, Beijing Review No. 1 JANUARY 4, 2018 

One of the great foreign misconceptions about China is its homogeneity. The 

idea that China's vast lands are populated by nearly 1.4 billion members of an 

identical culture, that there is somehow an archetypal Chinese landscape, a 
Chinese person, or that spoken Chinese is a singular language, rather than a 

family of languages at least comparable to that of the entire European 

continent, are all at times prevalent concepts in the West. Despite having 

encountered China in an academic sense at university, I myself arrived in the 

country for the first time in 2013 with many of these ideas intact. China, in 

fact, contains a world of diversity squeezed between the mountains in the 

west and the sea to the east, and discovering this multitude of culture, 

landscape and tradition is what has kept me coming back for more. 

My home country, England, is certainly diverse in a modern sense, and its 

population is often rightly celebrated for being multicultural, but it is China's 

ancient, deep-rooted diversity which attracts so many outsiders like me to the 

country. I have lived in northern and southern Chinese cities separated by 

thousands of miles, the food, the people, and the language all tangibly shaped 

by the historical and geographic forces of their respective regions. The flowing, 

musical tones of the Cantonese language seem to almost replicate the languid 
subtropical humidity of Guangdong Province, whilst the robust inflection of 

many Beijing speakers exudes an authority which at once brings to mind the 

cultural richness of China's imperial capital. People's beliefs, traditions and 

lifestyles are shaped by the geographic spaces they occupy, and the extremes 

of China's landscape are to be credited with the variety of culture to be found 

there. 

It is remoteness and, until grand infrastructure projects transformed much of 

the province in recent years, the inaccessibility of Guizhou Province's interior 
that give rise to the uniqueness of Miao culture. Protected from the 

homogenizing forces of history by lush mountains, these natural fortifications 

leave us today with the silver headdresses, embroidered black gowns and reed 

flutes admired in museums and cultural centers from Guiyang to Shanghai. In 

mailto:China.infodoc@online.be


the traditional handicraft of Yunnan's Bai people, the pattern of the sky 
reflected in the waters of nearby Erhai Lake is reproduced in the swirling blue 

and white symmetry of their famous tie-dye fabrics, a literal illustration of the 

local geography permeating the culture. Across the arid northwest, the history 

of the Silk Road is visible in many aspects of cuisine, religion, and dialect, all 

of which seem at first more familiar to the Islamic world, vestiges of cultural 

interactions that took place centuries ago on these ancient routes of exchange. 
Once maritime commerce replaced that on land, distance and desert shielded 

the se places from the historical forces of acculturation, and when visiting 

China's most westerly cities today it can feel like months, not centuries, since 

Marco Polo was there, writing about what he saw. 

Yet throughout China there can be found rich veins of consistency, concurrent 

ideas and traditions, which unite the vast and diverse elements of this country 

into a national whole. From Shenzhen to Urumqi people are proud to share 

and discuss China's long and fascinating history, alike in their view of 
themselves as the constituent parts of a wider Chinese civilization. The 

character fu—meaning good fortune, happiness, or luck—appears on the 

doorways of small wooden villages in the hills of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 

Region as well as patterning the upholstery of taxi seats in Chengdu, whilst 

the silver crescent moons which adorn mosques in Ningxia Hui Autonomous 

Region and Gansu Province reach up from roofs undeniably Chinese in their 

architectural design, a display of cultural syncretism underlined by a prevailing 

Chinese essence which can be found across China's society. 

In reference to its size, China is sometimes hyperbolically referred to in the West 

as a continent rather than a country, although the term subcontinent might in 

fact be more exact. Like a subcontinent, it contains the breadth of culture, 

language, cuisine and landscape one would expect to find there, whilst also 

exhibiting a national togetherness that one might not. There is a lot about China 

that is unknown to most living in Europe and North America, in contrast to the 

often nuanced understanding of the West displayed by many Chinese, and this 
lack of knowledge makes China an exhilarating place for Westerners to visit or 

A Miao village celebrate a homecoming in Paika, southwest China’s Guizhou Province in 

October 2014 (LAURENCE COULTON) 



live. Yet we would do wrong to celebrate ignorance, and if we are to facilitate a 

future in which both of our peoples prosper then, at the very least, our 

stereotypes of China must be discarded and replaced by something more 

meaningful. It is diversity that makes China unique, but it is unity that makes it 

strong. 

The author is a Briton living in Beijing 

Thanks to Teck Lee for this item. 

 

Chinese design legend creates stamps for Year of the Dog  

by Liu Xin and Li Mengxin 
 

 

 Guests unveil zodiac stamps for the Year of Dog at the Nanjing Museum in Nanjing, capital of east 

China's Jiangsu Province, Jan. 5, 2018. China Post issued a set of special zodiac stamps for the Year 

of Dog with two different designs Friday. The Year of Dog, or Chinese traditional lunar New Year of 

this year, starts from Feb. 16. (Xinhua/Sun Can) 

 

China issued a set of zodiac stamps on Friday to celebrate the upcoming Chinese 

Lunar New Year of the Dog. China Post invited 99-year-old artist Zhou Lingzhao to 

design this year's zodiac stamps. Zhou is noted as the portraitist of Chairman Mao 

Zedong on the Tian'anmen Rostrum at the founding ceremony of the People's 
Republic of China in 1949, and is a well-known designer. 

 

For the full story, see the Xinhua article.   
(Source: Xinhua, 5 January 2018, <http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-

01/05/c_136875069_2.htm >  
 

.  

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-01/05/c_136875069_2.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-01/05/c_136875069_2.htm


 

Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form  

 Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year.  The 
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.  
 

Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608
 
 are:   

Single $20   Family $30   Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25 

    

Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................  

  

Address……………………………………………………………………..……
  

  

  

……………………………………………….………… Postcode  ……………  

  

Email………………………………………………………………………………  

    

Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………  

    

Renewal    New Member   

    

Direct Credit Details:  
Beyond Bank  
BSB: 325-185  
A/C No. 03411481  
A/C Name: ACFS ACT  

          Branch Inc  

Ref: Your name  
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