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For your diary
Chinese – English conversation evening: 3 June
One Sunday each month there is a Chinese-English
conversation evening from 7.30-9.30pm at the home of
Shirley Johns. One hour is spent speaking Chinese (for
English speakers who would like to practise their Chinese)
and one hour is spent speaking English (for Chinese
speakers who would like to improve their English).

Fast facts from the Beijing
Review, May 2018

•

If you would like to attend the conversation evening,
please phone Shirley on 6254 4305 (after hours).


Deep into Rural Jiaodong Peninsula

•

Member Shaoying Wang will give a talk on Thursday 24
May at 7.30pm in the Whitlam Room of the Canberra
Labor Club, Belconnen, but members will be able to meet
for dinner from 6.00pm. Please book by emailing
acfsevent@gmail.com by 18 May.
Shaoying has provided the following background:
Shaoying was born and grew up in rural China, with deep
childhood bond to the land and its people. She's
witnessed sad environmental damages and social change
to rural China. She obtained a Masters in Environmental
Education and Agribusiness in Australia, and Bachelor in
Economics in China. She has worked in the fields of
economic development, environmental conservation and
agriculture in China and Australia. Now she works with
like-minded people, for healthier rural communities in
China and Australia, including running tours to Rural
China and rural Australia.
Shaoying will talk about the little-known traditional arts,
delicious local food, wild food and medicine foraging,
traditional buildings, traditional farming knowledge and
tools and traditional food making, to help appreciating
and preserving such traditional knowledge and simple
earthy way of living. Little known to the world, this area
of rural China offers the best kept northern Chinese folk
architecture, one of the four most famous ancient Chinese
pavilions/pagodas, miso powder making skills (miso paste
is soy bean paste).It is the origin of vermicelli, the most
ancient Chinese sea port, has the best dumplings of all
kinds, and 60% of China's high-speed train's bodies are
made in this area... and much more.

•

•

The first batch of 490 “national
quality” courses are now
available online for the public.
The courses cover the common
curriculum for undergraduate,
higher vocational and
professional courses. About
70% have been created by
China’s top universities.
Another 3,000 national level
course will be produced by
2020.
Foreign direct investment (FDI)
into China grew in 2017 while
outbound direct investment
(ODI) declined. FDI rose 7.9%
to an all-time high of 877 billion
yuan. 35,652 foreign funded
companies were set up in 2017
a rise of 28%. ODI declined
by about 30% as a result of
government restrictions on
overseas investment.
The latest dairy quality spot
checks show 99.8% of fresh
milk products in China complied
with national standards. The
checks detected no illegal
additives according to the
Ministry of Agriculture. China
produced 37.12 million tons of
milk and 29.93 million tons of
dairy products in 2016, ranking
third behind USA and India.
Fraudulent healthcare products
targeting elderly people topped
the list of complaints from
Chinese consumers in 2017
according to the China
Consumers Association (CAA).
A McKinsey report showed that
Chinese consumer confidence
reached a 10-year high in
2017, while a CAA survey
showed that market
developments still lags behind
growing demands for better
products and services,
especially in online retail.



Thanks to Neil Birch for compiling
these.
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Dragon Boat Festival lunch
In June we will celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival with a lunch at the Chinese
Inn restaurant, Kippax. This will be at 12.00pm on Saturday 16 June. A
banquet menu has been arranged for $28 per person. Please book by emailing
acfsevent@gmail.com by 11 June.


Film night: Wolf Totem
On Wednesday 18 a screening of the feature film
Wolf Totem will be held at the Canberra Labor Club,
Belconnen, in the Whitlam Room. The screening will
begin at 7.30 pm, and those who wish to join others
for dinner in the bistro will meet there at 6.00pm.
Please book by emailing acfsevent@gmail.com by
13 July.
In 1967, a young Beijing student, Chen Zhen, is sent to
live among the nomadic herdsmen of Inner Mongolia.
Caught between the advance of civilization from the
south and the nomads' traditional enemies − the
marauding wolves − to the north; humans and animals,
residents and invaders alike, struggle to find their true
place in the world.



Australian National Library
REVEALING OUR LATEST TREASURES
When
22 May 2018, 12.30pm-1.30pm
Where
Conference Room, Level 4
Free but booking essential:
https://www.stickytickets.com.au/65123/treasures_collection_talk.aspx


Talk on Chinese Culture
On Wednesday 15 August Alex Olah will again talk to members and friends
about his experiences in China and observations on Chinese culture. The talk
will be in the Catchpole Room at the Southern Cross Club Jamision at 7.30.
Those who wish to will have dinner in the bistro at 6.00. Please book by
emailing acfsevent@gmail.com by 10 August.
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ANU China in the World events
Date

31 May

07 Jun

12 Jun

Time & location
4:00pm-5:30pm
Seminar Room A, China in
the World Building (188),
Fellows Lane, ANU
3:30pm-5:00pm
Seminar Room A, China in
the World Building (188),
Fellows Lane, ANU
3:30pm-5:00pm
Seminar Room A, China in
the World Building (188),
Fellows Lane, ANU

Title & presenter
ANU China Seminar Series
The China Model: Beijing’s Economic Statecraft Across Asia
and Europe
Presenter(s): James Reilly
ANU China Seminar Series
Translating the Naked Body: the Nudist Movement in Early
Twentieth Century China
Presenter(s): Craig A. Smith
ANU China Seminar Series
Xiong Shili's Understanding of Reality and Function during
the Period between 1920 and 1937
Presenter(s): Sang Yu

‘Some impressions of fascinating Northern Xinjiang’
Our function for April was a talk by Emeritus Professor Fred Chow about his
travels in northern Xingjiang. Approximately 25 members and friends heard
fascinating stories and viewed the scenery about this remote region. For those
of us who were on Teck’s 2001 Silk Road Tour it brought back vivid memories.


Trash and Treasure stall
Another successful trash and treasure was held on Sunday 6 May at the Charity
Stall at the Fyshwick Markets. Over $1100 was raised through the sale of brica-brac, books, organic seeds, yummy baked goods and preserves of various
sorts. We were fortunate to have fairly good weather after a chilly start to the
day for the 7am starters! Once again it could not have been done without the
hard work of the bakers and the helpers on the day.
Big thanks should go to Siew-Gim, Eliza and Carol for the big chunks of time
they spent beforehand making chutneys, pickles, various baked goodies and
other delights to tempt the customers. Thanks also to those who donated
goods for the stall: Carol Keil, Carolyn Tweedie, Siew-Gim McGregor, Sam
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McGregor, Eliza Ngan, Sue Truman, Elsa and Mike Worsley, Peter Wagner, John
Wong, Angela Wydeveld.
And to those who came out to help us set up, sell and pack up on the day also
a big thank you! Angela and John, Siew-Gim McGregor, Alex Olah, Mark
Fraser, Eliza Ngan, Sue Truman, Neil Birch, Peter Wagner, John Wong, Carol
Keil.
And a very big thank-you to Angela for the major organisation of the day –
collecting, sorting, pricing, selling, transporting to and fro and setting up.
It was our most successful day to date and will allow the Society to help
support some of its Project Hope students for another year.


ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble
The ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble will present a concert on 7
October in the Larry Sitsky Room, Canberra School of Music. They will be joined
once more by the Sydney Conservatorium Chinese Music Ensemble. They
will also be performing at the High Court on Sunday 2 September at 1.30pm,
and at Floriade.


Committee news, May meeting
The committee held its May 2018 meeting at the Chinese Inn at Kippax (also
the venue for our Chinese Dragon Boat Festival Lunch in June – keep an eye
out for details in the newsletter).
We kept the meeting as brief as possible (still managed to ensure some
constructive decision making and organizing!), as we had our special guests,
Shirley and Eric Johns arriving for the dinner component…
We firmed up arrangements for the talk on rural China (Shandong Province)
by Xiaoying Wang to be held on Thursday 24 May 2018 at the Labor Club –
hoping to see as many of you there as possible. Angela and her helpers were
praised for their hard work pre and during the Trash and Treasure stall at the
Fyshwick markets on 6 May, with a very healthy sum earned on the day.
Together with the money raised by the very generous fund raising lunch on
Mother’s Day by our friends Kim and Daisy in South Australia, will allow a very
generous donation to support our students at Project Hope.
Carol gave an update on pursuing missing shields (as part of our School
Awards work) and also her further exploration into the best tree to present to
the Embassy – Carol is waiting to hear back from the Arboretum and the
Botanic Gardens.
Our meeting concluded with a presentation to Shirley by Carol, on behalf of
the committee, of a fabulous quilt made by our former committee member,
Suzie Michaelis. Suzie was also able to be part of the presentation, which
made it extra special. Thanks to Suzie for your wonderful handywork and to
Shirley for your dedication spanning several decades! We enjoyed a tasty
meal – I really loved the spicy prawn hotpot!
Stay warm and hope to see you at the next function! Your Secretary, Tanja
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A stalwart committee member steps down
Shirley Johns joined the
Society in 1978 and joined the
committee in the mid
nineteen eighties, and until
she stepped down at the
recent AGM she was a
committee member for most
of this time.
Shirley began conversation
classes for English and
Mandarin speakers in 1991.
The evenings were held once
a month and in the early days
some society members
offered to host a couple of
evenings at their homes; later
on Education Counsellor Xie
Xiying and his wife Zhang
offered to host one month at
the Education Office of the
Chinese Embassy and the
alternate month was at
Shirley’s home. This practice
ceased when Counsellor Xie
returned to China. Since that
time, except when Shirley has
been in China, the
conversation evenings have always been at Shirley’s. Shirley arranges for a
mix of native Chinese speakers and non-native speakers and the evening is
spent half the time speaking Mandarin and the other half speaking English.
In her time on the committee Shirley was the liaison officer for students and
mandarin teachers. She was the ACT representative on three delegations to
China, in 1988, 1998 and 2004, that have been hosted by the Chinese Peoples
Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries or Youxie as we know it. At
one stage these delegations had a Society delegate and a ‘prominent person’
delegate. In 1998 Shirley was the ACT’s ‘prominent person’. She was chosen
because of her long commitment to teaching mandarin.
Shirley has devoted a considerable amount of time to the Society over the
years and has made a difference to the lives of many students, both Chinese
and Australian.
In recognition of her outstanding service, we presented Shirley with a beautiful
hand-made quilt which had been crafted by member Suzie Michaelis and we
hope it gives her many hours of pleasure.
Carol Keil
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Letter from Zhanjiang

Dreams become reality – car
ownership in China
Roger Arnold
One of my colleagues, Xiao Chen,
recently recounted to me how much the
standard of living has changed for
people of his ilk (middle aged, middle
class professionals) here in China over
the past 20 years. As a recent university
graduate working as young professional
in the early 1990s, he had to save his
entire salary for several months to buy
a new bicycle. Then, when the day came
and he at last had enough hard earned
cash in his hot little hand ready to make the big purchase, he faced very
limited choice, just a handful of models from only several brands. Back then,
for him, the idea of owning a car was an elusive dream: only companies,
government departments and a few rich businessmen could afford to buy cars.
But for Xiao Chen, back then, the dream of bicycle ownership was attainable.
It was also a common attainable dream for most Chinese. Many visitors to
China back in the 1980s and early 1990s will fondly recall the rivers of bicycles
that flowed gently along major roads in China’s bigger cities.
Fast forward 20 years, Xiao Chen and his family now own several bicycles and
a couple of years ago also bought themselves a new car; bicycles have
become everyday commodities and the once impossible dream of owning a car
is now readily attainable by a bigger and bigger percentage of the Chinese
population. Indeed, almost all my colleagues – including young, recent
graduates – now own cars.
That today the dream of car ownership is readily attainable by a large
percentage of the China’s population is truly remarkable. It reflects the fact
that over the past 20 years a level of moderate prosperity has spread
throughout an impressive percentage of the nation’s population. As a result,
by the end of 2017, the number of cars plying Chinese roads had reached over
300 million, with annual sales of new cars now approaching 30 million. And,
China is now the world’s leading market for automobiles, with 11 million more
cars sold here than in the USA last year. Compared to Australia’s total auto
market in 2017 of just 1.2 million, it’s an incredulously large number. Given
that in the year 2000 just 2 million cars were sold here in China, the rate of
growth in sales has also been remarkable. And, the number sold is still
ascending rapidly year by year, though perhaps not at the heady increase of
over 15% per annum seen here around 5 years ago.
Back to my colleague, it’s noteworthy that Xiao Chen’s first car is not a cheap
budget model nor a second-hand cast off; it is a very respectable VW Lavida
(slightly larger than a VW Golf). In Australia, as in many western countries,
young people buying their first car usually opt for a second-hand one, and
often a smaller model that’s somewhat economical to run. Not so in China; like
Xiao Chen’s, most of the cars bought by my other colleagues have also been
brand new, impressive pieces of engineering; Buicks, Hondas, Hyundais,
Fords, Nissans and, occasionally, a Chinese brand such as Great Wall.
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This is a common trend; today Chinese consumers are not buying up cheap,
fuel-efficient small cars but rather something with a bit more presence and
status, both on the roads and in the car parks. And, like most of my
colleagues, the average Chinese seems to prefer foreign branded automobiles.
“Western wind, Northern tide, when will the worship of foreign might
end?”
Supposedly this verse was penned in 2006 by Li Shufu, founder of Zhejiangbased carmaker Geely (which ranked 10th by sales in 2016), in frustration at
Chinese consumers shunning of homegrown car brands for foreign models. Up
till now, the winners in China’s burgeoning auto market have been a number
of foreign brands. The top selling brand here has long been VW, and that has
more than double the market share of the nearest rival General Motors. In the
cohort of the top three selling brands, those two are joined by Honda, and
only three Chinese brands make it in to the cohort of the top ten selling
brands here in China.
That the majority of Chinese consumers have shown preference for foreign
brands up till now seems to arise from a mixture of status, reliability, design,
service backup and other factors. But the foreign brands which seem to
dominate the market here are not ‘completely foreign’; many years ago, the
Chinese government wisely set a requirement that foreign automakers
wanting to make cars in China had to do so through a 50-50 joint venture with
a Chinese car company. And, there’s long been an incentive to make cars
here, rather than just import them in the form of relatively high tariffs on
vehicles imported into China.
So, most of the major foreign auto brands have long had joint venture
factories and auto parts supply chains here in China. Although Beijing has
foreshadowed easing of the 50-50 joint venture requirement for foreign auto
companies, most of the established carmakers like Volkswagen and Ford have
reputedly indicated that they plan to keep their joint ventures just the way
they are. The leading foreign auto makers have managed to get their business
models (and marketing) well-tuned in to the local situation here in China, so
why would they want to change that?
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Since 2006 though, Geely’s Li Shufu has adopted a bit of the “if you can’t beat
em, join em” strategy; first buying Volvo, the Swedish brand, and later
Manganese Bronze, the maker of London’s iconic black cabs. More recently, he
scored a controlling stake in UK-based Lotus Cars, a 49.9% interest in
Malaysia’s Proton, and a 9.7% stake in Mercedes-Benz maker Daimler
(becoming its single largest shareholder).
Other Chinese makers have taken different paths in growing their market
share. To me, one of the most interesting is Great Wall, which also sells under
the Haval brand – both these brands can nowadays be seen in Australia where
they have growing market shares. Great Wall was entirely privately owned up
until 2003 when it became the first private Chinese automaker to become
publicly listed. Since its founding way back in 1984, it’s taken a contrarian
approach to other Chinese automakers by focusing entirely on production of
pickups (utility vehicles) and SUVs (sport utility vehicles); an approach that
showed incredible foresight given that annual sales of SUVs here in China over
recent years have been increasing at more than double the rate of sedans.
I also really like that some famous
car brands have been rescued from
history’s scrap heap by Chinese car
makers. The illustrious MG brand,
founded in England way back in 1924,
that became best known for its
distinctive 2-seater sports cars, is a
great example. After a checkered
history, in the early 2000s MG came
to be owned by the MG Rover Group
but this company fell on hard times
and entered receivership in 2005.
Soon after the brand was bought by a
Chinese company (the Nanjing
Automobile Group, which soon after
merged into SAIC Motor Corp) and production of MG cars restarted in 2007 in
China. Today, a range of models are being produced under this brand in
China, with design carried out by a UK team to provide as they say “European
design & engineering”. They’re now exporting significant numbers of the
Chinese made MG cars to the UK, as well as to Australia and other countries. I
wonder what Cecil Kimber and W.R. Morris – the original founders of the brand
– would make of it all: probably they'd be thrilled that a Chinese company saw
value in the brand and has given it a whole new breath of life.
Despite a burgeoning market for new cars here in China, the market for
second-hand cars has been slow to develop, at least up till now. In countries
like the USA and Australia, sales of second-hand cars are around twice those
of new ones, but here in China the reverse is true. However, this is now
changing fast as some younger consumers come to appreciate the value
offered by buying second-hand.
Indeed, my brother-in-law here in China fulfilled his own long held dream of
owning a car years sooner than he expected, when he was offered a great deal
on a second-hand Mazda. For him, buying a quality second-hand car saved
him a couple of years of scrimping and saving, and enabled him to get a better
car than if he’d waited to buy new. Thanks to people like him, used car sales
here in China in 2017 topped 12 million, an increase of over 20% from 2016:
a much faster growth rate than that for sales of new cars. Whilst concerns
about quality of cars in the second-hand market linger on here in China, a
handful of online Chinese platforms for selling second-hand cars – like
RenRenChe (which mean ‘everyone’s car’), Chehaoduo (‘lots of cars’), Uxin
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(‘excellent credit’) and Souche (‘search for car’) – have worked hard to
overcome such concerns by offering quality certification services and even
money-back guarantees.
But, as someone who does not own a car and yet manages to live here in a
smaller regional city of China quite happily without one, I am astounded at
how fast the market for cars has taken off whilst I’ve been living here. And for
me, this has manifested in very rapid changes to the city where I live, and no
doubt in almost all cities in China. Traffic and congestion at peak hours on the
roads has increased incredibly over the past couple of years, leading a local
writer to pen that:
“Where once there were rivers of bicycles flowing gently, there are
now stagnant pools of cars occupying the roads”.
The density of cars on the road has increased so much in a short space of time
that a couple of friends who went overseas on a long summer vacation a
couple of years back, were convinced upon their return that they’d missed a
free hand out of cars whilst they’d been away. And, not surprisingly, almost
every major city (though not little regional cities like Zhanjiang where I live)
have introduced controls to slow the pace of new vehicle purchases by capping
the number of new automobile licence plates issued or only awarding them by
lottery. But as well as such controls, shortages of unaffordable parking also
dampens some people’s dreams of car ownership here.
Back in 2003 the then Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji showed what I consider to
be great foresight in saying:
“Honestly, I don’t agree everyone should own a car. This isn’t suitable
for China. We simply have too many people…”
Certainly, I’m with him, especially during the morning peak hours as I saunter
gracefully along on my bicycle in the side-lanes of Zhanjiang’s main avenues
that are dedicated to bikes, and as I whizz past the cars crawling slowly along
in the adjoining car lanes.


Translation in focus as China moves to share rich culture
[Photo/VCG]

Translation has always been more
about the yearning to connect with
the world at large rather than just
turning works from one language
into another. And driven by this
shared desire, many translators,
writers and publishers from around
the globe are now working together
to share Chinese culture with the
rest of the world in innovative ways.
At the 10th China Translation
Profession Forum held at
Peking University in April, the
discussions focused on how
collaborations between Chinese
and foreign translators, writers
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and artists can help readers around the world better understand China.
Meanwhile, collaborations between Chinese writers and foreign illustrators
have in recent years proved very successful in spawning foreign language
translations of Chinese books, according to Zhang Yuntao, the chief editor of
children's book publisher Tian Tian Publishing.
In 2013, Tian Tian Publishing and the People's Literature Publishing House
jointly launched a project to get foreign illustrators to work with 64-year-old
Chinese writer Cao Wenxuan, the winner of the Hans Christian Andersen
Award in 2016.
Speaking about the project, Zhang says: "When we are translating and
publishing books, we don't always know who the readers are. But working with
foreign illustrators, who are very careful readers of our books, allows us to see
how Chinese literature is received outside China." The project involved
illustrators from Italy, Sweden and Denmark and led to the publication of six
picture books in a series called Chinese Seeds and Global Blossoms. The books
have been published in Sweden, Denmark and the United Arab Emirates.
Then, in February, two of Cao's picture books, Bronze and Sunflower and
Feather featured on a top US literary list. Feather is illustrated by 52-year-old
Brazilian illustrator Roger Mello, winner of the 2014 Hans Christian Andersen
Award. And the book recounts a feather's journey to seek its owner.
Separately, foreign translators are also collaborating with Chinese magazine
publishers to introduce their products to global readers.
(Excerpt from ‘Translation in Focus as China moves to share rich culture’, China Daily,
11 May
2018, http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201805/11/WS5af4df50a3105cdcf651d421.ht
ml Accessed 11 May 2018)


Grain Rain: A final spring
party with the peony, tea
and rain
The fluctuating temperatures may have
confused a number of Chinese people
in selecting a proper outfit during the
past few weeks. Cold fronts, bringing
rain or even snow, would easily tear up
the warmth of the spring within a
night.
However, with the arrival of Guyu, or
the Grain Rain on Friday, it should not
be a problem anymore. The azure sky and gentle winds would finally stay. Falling usually
on or around April 20 every year, Guyu is the sixth of the 24 solar terms in the Chinese
lunar calendar. It is also the last solar term of the spring, which heralds the arrival of a
lively summer.
(Source - For the full range of seven colourful images, see ‘Grain Rain: A final spring party with the
peony, tea and rain’, CGTN, China Daily, 20 April
2018, http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201804/20/WS5ad9a4a3a3105cdcf651995b.html Accessed
11 May 2018)
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form
Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year. The
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.
Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608 are:
Single $20 Family $35 Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25
Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................
Address……………………………………………………………………..……
……………………………………………….………… Postcode ……………
Email………………………………………………………………………………
Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………
Renewal

New Member

Australia China Friendship Society
PO Box 530
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA

ACT Branch Bulletin
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Direct Credit Details:
Beyond Bank
BSB: 325-185
A/C No. 03411481
A/C Name: ACFS ACT
Branch Inc
Ref: Your name

