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For your diary  

Chinese – English conversation evening: 7 Oct 

One Sunday each month there is a Chinese-English 

conversation evening from 7.30-9.30pm at the home of 
Shirley Johns. One hour is spent speaking Chinese (for 

English speakers who would like to practise their Chinese) 
and one hour is spent speaking English (for Chinese 
speakers who would like to improve their English).  

If you would like to attend the conversation evening, 
please phone Shirley on 6254 4305 (after hours).  

  

 

ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble 

The ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble will 

present a concert from 2.00−4.00pm on 7 October in the 
Larry Sitsky Room, Canberra School of Music. The title of 
the concert is ‘Spring thoughts’. A poster is included later 

in this Bulletin. 
 

Tickets:  Adult $20, Concession/member  $15, 

Student/ child  $10, Family $35. :  
Book at www.trybooking.com/417815 
 

 

 

Art Deco department stores in Shanghai 
 

On 19 September we will be treated to a talk on the art 
deco department stores of Shanghai by Peter Hack, 

author of a book on the subject.  
 

The talk will be at 7.30pm at the Southern Cross Club, 

Jamison. Those who wish to may meet for dinner in the 
bistro at 6.00pm.   
 

 

 

Trash and Treasure Stall, 11 November 
 

The next ACFS trash and treasure at the Fyshwick 

Markets will be on Sunday 11 November. As you know 
this is a major fundraising effort for Project Hope. 
Christmas will be coming and items suitable for gifts 

would be really welcome.  It would be good if we could 
sell jams and preserves, as well as possible gift items 

along with our usual baked goodies and quality preloved 
items. If any members could make jams or other 
preserves for our stall, we would be very grateful. Home-

made items are usually great fundraisers.  We also accept 
quality bric a brac (no electricals or clothes please).  It is 

early days but November will be upon us before we know 
it, so mark the date in your diaries, bring your friends to 
shop and if you can come and help on the day that would 

also be really great. Please contact me if you want more 
information. Angela awydeveld@hotmail.com or 62888949. 

Fast facts from the Beijing 
Review, September 2018 

▪ Liver Transplants up.  The China’s 

National Health Commission 
statistics show the number of liver 
transplants in 2017 was 4,732 a 
26% rise on the previous year.  The 
one-, three- and five-year survival 
rates were 84%, 75% and 71% 

respectively; in 2014 the five-year 
survival rate was 59%. 
 

▪ More overseas professionals are 
returning home. The percentage of 
overseas Chinese professionals aged 
between 30 and 40 returning to 

China rose from 16.5% in 2013 to 
30.6% in 2017 according to research 
by social networking platform 

Linkedin.  The increase was 
attributed to the limits on career 
development in foreign countries. 
 

▪ China’s imports of solid waste 
dropped significantly this year as the 
government steps up its 
enforcement of a ban on solid waste 
imports.  China began importing 
solid waste as a source of raw 

materials in the 1980s and for years 

has been the world’s largest importer 
despite its weak capacity for garbage 
disposal.  With rising public 
awareness and a green development 
drive in 2017 the government 

decided to phase out imports by the 
end on 2019. 

 

▪ Digital Divide.  China is planning to 
provide internet access, broadband 
and 4G data network services to 
98% of its 122,900 registered poor 
villages by 2020.  Cellphone makers 
are being asked to develop more 
low-priced, easy to use 

smartphones.  By April 2018 China 

had 1.08 billion 4G network users 
and 366 million fixed-broadband 
subscribers. 

 

▪ 92% of 2017 Chinese college 
graduates have found jobs, this is a 
similar rate to 2015 and 2016 
according to a findings of education 
research company MyCOS.  About 
15% of university graduates were 

employed in the education industry, 
while the construction industry hired 
the most junior college and 
vocational school graduates. 

 

Thanks to Neil Birch for 

compiling these. 
 

mailto:awydeveld@hotmail.com
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ANU China in the World events 

Date Time & location Title & presenter 

 

20 Sep   
3:30pm-5:30pm 

Seminar Room A, China in 
the World Building (188), 
Fellows Lane, ANU 

ANU China Seminar Series 
New perspectives on Neolithic cloth production in the Yangzi 

Valley, 7000 BP  

Presenter(s): Judith Cameron 

04 Oct  

3:30pm-5:30pm 
Seminar Room A, China in the 
World Building (188), Fellows 
Lane, ANU  

ANU China Seminar Series 
TBC  

Presenter(s): Trang Ta 

17 Oct  

7:00pm-8:30pm 
Palace Electric Cinema, 
NewActon Nishi, 2 Philip Law 
Street, Acton, Canberra  

Film screening 
China Love  

18 Oct  

3:30pm-5:30pm 
Seminar Room A, China in the 

World Building (188), Fellows 
Lane, ANU  

ANU China Seminar Series 
TBC  

Presenter(s): Elisa Nesossi 

01 Nov  

3:30pm-5:30pm 

Seminar Room A, China in the 
World Building (188), Fellows 
Lane, ANU  

ANU China Seminar Series 
Spirit possession in modern China: demons, missionaries, and 
anthropologists  

Presenter(s): Benjamin Penny 

 

Vale Barry McGowan OAM 1945−2018 

Barry McGowan died in the Canberra Hospital on 1 September 2018 from 
cancer.  Barry had been a member of the Society since 2012 and was briefly a 
committee member.  He was a noted historian and heritage consultant 

specialising in mining history and heritage, and the history and heritage of the 
Chinese people in Australia.    He gave us a most informative talk on ‘The 

triumphs and challenges  of the Chinese in rural Australia’.  In June he was 
awarded a Medal (OAM) in the Order of Australia for his services to community 
history.  The Governor-General presented his award in a special ceremony at 

the Canberra Hospital last week as Barry’s health  had significantly 
worsened.  Our sympathies go to Chong and the family. 

 

 

China International Poverty-Alleviation Conference, Xing 

County, Shanxi Province 

I was privileged to attend an International Symposium on Poverty Relief was 

held in Xing County, Shanxi Province, China on 27-28 June. The aim of this 
symposium is to promote international exchanges and cooperation in the field 
of poverty alleviation. It was attended by 160 delegates representing 

embassies, international organisations, relief groups and multinational 
corporations from 16 different nations. The delegates shared useful experiences 

and practices in poverty alleviation around the world. 

Over the last five years, Shanxi Province has reduced poverty population by 
2.75 million and the poverty rate has dropped from 13.6% to 3.9%.  The 

delegates visited some of the successful projects implemented in the Xing 
County.  These included: 

• Establishment of 120 Division School 
o Commissioning of the remote teaching and training facility 

• Creation of manufacturing facilities and the value-add processing of local 

produce 

http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18089
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18089
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18090
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18221
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18091
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18241
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18241
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o Processed dates, walnuts, traditional vinegar produced from 
sorghum, etc 

• eCommerce centre for the online sale and distribution of produces 
o Training facility and incubation centre for entrepreneurs 
o Warehouse and logistic centre 

• Ecological alleviation project 
o Afforestation of land used previously for terrace farming.  Some 

farmers are re-employed as rangers. 
o Installation of solar farms in suitable areas 

• Improvements to residential and health facilities in the county 

 
It has been a number of 

weeks since we have returned 
from China and much of the 
excitement from the trip has 

since evaporated.  However, 
some impressions of the 

poverty relief effort in Xing 
County will remain with me for 
a long time. It was a 

showcase of Chinese a social 
engineering project with some 

international collaborations 
included. 

A significant aspect of the 

relief effort is the scale of the 
problem. We saw a lot of new 

multi-storey residential 
building under construction in Xing County.  Most of these building are not yet 

occupied. This would mean mass migration of population from the countryside 
to the regional centre.  Xing County is just one of many counties in Shanxi 
Province. It is just smaller than Canberra with a population of approximate 

300,000. There would be tens of thousands people taking up residence in the 
county.  This is not uncommon in China. 

Public transport infrastructure is well established between Lvliang and Xing 
County.  The top of a hill was levelled to construct the runway for the Lvliang 
airport.  Over 200 kilometres of highway and may tunnels linking Lvliang and 

Xing County was well constructed and we saw many of the old terrace farms 
that had been reforested along the way.  Having a good transport system would 

be important if a region is to be properly serviced.  I think the relief projects 
had been well thought out. 

International collaborations were included in the area of health and 

education.  A vision foundation from France was involved in the provision of 
equipment and services in the treatment of myopia (short-sightedness) in 

schools.  Other international organisations had donated computers for teaching 
and school bags (book packs) to assist students in need.  The 120 Division has 
also benefited from the establishment of a classroom with distance education 

capability. 

A lot of the people in poverty has limited skills. Attempts to re-skill and re-

deploy a large workforce will always be a social challenge. The projects that we 
saw on the excursion include small enterprises that involved profit sharing 
cooperatives.  The main agriculture produces in Xing County is walnut, millet 

and sorghum. The cooperatives take advantage of the produce and add value 
by converting them into consumer food products. The eCommerce centre adds 

the online trading of the products on WeChat platform. WeChat is the 
equivalent of eBay in China. While most of these are start-ups, China has the 
market for them to expand rapidly.  This was evident on the second day as we 
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were presented with many success stories in Lvliang.  The atmosphere was 
more like a trade show with exhibitors showing off their products to attract 

investors.  In fact, on the seats was a catalogue of investment projects in the 
region. 

The poverty relief project seems to be progressing well and I wish them all the 

best in their continuing efforts.  I would be most interested to return to Xing 
County in a few years and see the outcomes resulting from the project. 

John Wong 

 

School Awards Presentation Ceremony 

On Sunday 16 September 19 students, 14 teachers, 50 
guests, the committee and Chinese Embassy staff 

gathered at the Cultural office for the annual 
presentation of awards to the best and most improved 
students of mandarin at Canberra’s high schools and 

colleges. This was the first time that the event had been 
held at the Cultural Office - Minister-Counsellor Yang 

Zhi’s suggestion – and it was a great success. In 
previous year’s it had been held at a restaurant with the 
winners being guests of the Society. For the first time we 

had teachers/representatives from all participating 
schools.   

Mr Yang gave a welcome speech, Carol introduced the 
Society and the awards and Mr Yang presented each 

student with their award which comprised a certificate in 
a red velveteen folder, a Society notepad, book mark 
and pen, a congratulatory letter and a book on Chinese 

Culture for the most improved student or a DVD on 
Chinese culture for the Best student.   

Following the presentation Jaicey from the Cultural Office 
told several stories about the moon festival, 3 children 
from the Embassy recited poems and the young boy who 

recited the last one did so with 
extraordinary feeling and expression.  The 

last performance was 2 folk songs by world-
renowned singer Yafen and we then had a 
buffet lunch. 

Many of the parents expressed their thanks 
and pleasure at being invited to the 

ceremony and were most appreciative of 
the performances.  One of the male 
recipients upon opening the certificate 

folder said ‘Oh wow, isn’t this beautiful’. 

All in all it was a most successful event and 

our thanks go to Minister-Counsellor Yang 
and all his staff, Yafen, the Embassy children and staff for making it such an enjoyable 
experience for all.  

Carol Keil 
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Letter from Zhanjiang 

Two wheels better than four, especially electric ones 

Roger Arnold 

When I first visited China back in 1994, it was the land of bicycles. On arrival in 

Beijing I was enthralled – being a lover of cycling – by the rivers of bicycles that 

flowed gently along the city’s arterials and, just as river water would, the way they 

seamlessly curved around stationary obstructions. Back in those days such rivers of 

bicycles were common in cities across China, including Zhanjiang (where I now live). 

At that time, almost every working age person in China seemed to own a bicycle.  

Fast forward nearly 25 years till the present, and the streets of Beijing, Zhanjiang 

and indeed most Chinese cities are now choked with rivers of cars, and usually slow 

moving ones at that. Nowadays bicycles are rarely seen among the ranks of 

commuters. But whilst cars now seem to be ubiquitous and dominant in most 

Chinese cities, here in Zhanjiang the car is actually far outnumbered on the roads by 

another type of vehicle: electric bikes. Although car sales have ‘shot through the 

roof’ here in China over the past 10 years, sales of electric bikes (or e-bikes) in 

Zhanjiang have shot through the sky above, just as in many of southern China’s 

regional cities. So, whilst greater Zhanjiang is now home to around 300,000 cars, 

there are currently over 800,000 e-bikes here. As a consequence, during the 

morning and evening peak hours as the main carriageways of roads become 

stagnant rivers of cars, the side-lanes assigned to 2-wheeled vehicles become raging 

torrents of e-bikes.  

Based on my own observations, the proportion of cars to e-bikes seen in Zhanjiang 

would be somewhat similar to that across the country as a whole; so with around 

300 million cars now plying Chinese roads, there is likely to be well over 500 million 

e-bikes across the country. Of course, there is great variation across this vast land 

with the ratio between these types of vehicles varying greatly between cities and 

regions on account of many factors including: climate, local regulations and 

topography. Certainly in southern China, where the weather is warm to very warm 

for most of the year, getting around town with the wind in ones face can be very 
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agreeable. And, another aspect of our weather that’s hugely in favour of e-bikes is 

Zhanjiang’s persistently high humidity; this results in bicycle commuters arriving at 

work dripping with sweat; I do this regularly and the only effective antidote is to 

shower and change clothes before getting down to work. In Beijing and other places 

in northern China, summer features drier and much lower humidity weather that can 

be more amenable to bicycle commuting. However, a big disadvantage for both 

bicycle and e-bike commuting in Beijing and northern China is the winter weather 

there: riders of both e-bikes and bicycles often have to face biting, sub-zero winter 

weather that can pose a major test of cold tolerance and endurance. 

At the mention of the word e-bike most Australians probably think of a heavy looking 

traditional type bike that has some sort of electrical assistance unit (complete with 

sleek battery pack attached somewhere). Indeed, these are the types of e-bikes now 

most often seen in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and other top tier cities where all 

types of motorized vehicles are strictly controlled. But here in Zhanjiang, this type 

accounts for a small minority of e-bikes; far more popular here are those that look 

more like a traditional motor-scooter or modern day Vespa, and that have a decent 

electric motor. The better ones of these can travel at up to 40 km/hr or more and 

have ranges of over 40 km per charge – quite adequate for several days of urban 

commuting and socialising. 

So, why have e-bikes become so popular in Zhanjiang over recent years, just as 

they have in many Chinese cities? The answer lies in cost and convenience. As a 

convenient means for commuting and getting around town, it’s really hard to beat 

them. During peak hours, cars get caught up in slow moving (sometimes almost 

stagnant) lines of traffic on the main carriage ways, but e-bikes breeze along in the 

side-lanes reserved for 2-wheeled vehicles. This results in many e-bike riders having 

markedly shorter commute times than car and bus travellers. And it’s not just 

commuters and people heading out to socialise who get about on e-bikes, most 

couriers and food delivery guys rely on e-bikes to do their jobs efficiently and 

quickly.  
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Another big advantage of e-bikes, especially when compared to cars or traditional 

motor bikes, is that in most cities they don’t need to be registered, nor do their 

riders need to be licensed. So, anyone with the modest financial resources needed to 

purchase one can drive a new e-bike out of a dealer’s shop with a minimum of 

paperwork. For parking, at workplaces and peoples’ residences, e-bike parking is 

usually free or very low cost, with the only downside about parking e-bikes 

sometimes being the need to navigate the huge numbers of them that find their way 

into designated parking zones, or e-bike swamps as some comedians prefer to call 

them.  

Without registration of e-bikes and with riders being unlicensed, one might ask how 

can local governments control them and ensure they observe the road-rules? The 

answer to this varies greatly between cities. In many of China’s larger cities 

governments have banned larger types of e-bikes and restricted the use of the 

smaller, legal ones to certain categories of roads. But e-bike enthusiasts suggest 

that a better outcome could be achieved by stricter management of e-bikes and 

enforcement of road rules for all road users. About 4 years ago here in Zhanjiang the 

police carried out a major blitz on e-bikes, and their riders, over several weeks and 

this had a major impact on behaviour and traffic congestion. During that much 

needed blitz, the police cracked down heavily on riders flaunting road rules, not 

wearing helmets (a city regulation), and/or riding unsafely; penalties varied from on 

the spot fines, impounding of e-bikes and/or spells of immediate 1-hr detention to be 

served by the infringer standing at the roadside waving a placard urging others to 

obey the road-rules. One of those caught out during this blitz was my own brother-

in-law; he was pulled up for riding his e-bike the wrong way down a 1-way street 

and had to stand on the roadside waving a safety placard for an hour. Since that 

major blitz, our local police periodically have conduct smaller blitzes to remind e-bike 

riders of the need to observe the rules and behave themselves.  

When it comes to value for money, it’s hard to beat a good e-bike or e-scooter for 

commuting and socialising. The bikes themselves have become very affordable, with 

many great models now available for around RMB 2000 to 3000 (equivalent to 

Australian $400 to $600). These prices are incredibly cheap, and it amazes me that 

now most decent bicycles – just like the Giant mountain bike I bought here for RMB 

2500 – cost as much or more than many of the e-bikes on the road! Once 

purchased, the running costs for an e-bike can be exceedingly low, and unlike 

electric cars which need special facilities for recharging, modern e-bikes can be 

recharged via standard domestic electrical sockets. Many e-bike owners manage to 

re-charge their steeds at their work places for free (courtesy of their employers), 
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whilst many others are able to access electrical sockets for recharging their e-bikes 

at the apartment complexes where they live just by paying a small parking fee.  

But e-bikes seem to a bit of an anomaly in today’s world. As e-bikes can potentially 

provide a very efficient and economical mode of low carbon urban transport 

(depending on the source of the electricity used for recharging them), one would 

think this would give them incredible global appeal. Yet, investors, transportation 

experts and industry pundits along with city, provincial and national governments 

around the world seemed more focused on electric cars as the ultimate form of low-

carbon transport. I wonder if this is because they are ignorant of the potential for e-

bikes, or is it just that they prefer to ignore them? The people of Zhanjiang have 

embraced the wonderful potential of this great form of transport, and I would 

suggest that e-bikes could help many other cities vastly reduce congestion, pollution, 

carbon emissions and travel times.  

Nowadays I can speak from firsthand experience about the virtues of e-bikes: after 

many years of pondering the possibilities, my wife and I took the plunge to buy an e-

bike about 12 months back. We opted for the Vespa type; one that would 

comfortably carry the two of us. Since our purchase, I have come to love zipping 

around our city on balmy evenings as we head off to play badminton, meet friends 

for dinner or to some other social engagement. Usually, my wife is the designated 

driver for us, and I am the pillion passenger – with my long legs this arrangement is 

far more comfortable than me driving with my wife riding pillion.  

 

 

Soon after having bought our e-bike, my wife and I were spotted on our new steed 

by some American friends who live here; they sent a photo they snapped of us and 

commented on both our cool looking e-bike and how we seemed to have ‘nailed’ the 

Audrey Hepburn and Gregory Peck ‘Roman Holiday’ look. Now, when I sit astride our 

trusty steed riding pillion behind my wife, my mind always conjures up the classic 

image from that movie of those two legends of the silver screen. And, just as they 

enjoyed the wind in their hair and freedom as they plied the streets of Rome, I too 

find great pleasure in enjoying the wind in my face (not so much in our hair as we 

wear helmets) and uninterrupted views of Zhanjiang’s daily life and streetscapes as 

we ride our e-bike around our city.  
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Modern Companionship 

A glimpse at the modern companionship from cutting-edge robots at 

2018 World Robot Conference 

Edited by Li Fangfang  

"Pets are lonely when their masters are away from home, and we are here to 

reduce their loneliness," said Yang Xu, a product manager of AntHouse. "It 
also helps to ease people's concerns when their pets were left home alone." 

Yang attended the 2018 World Robot Conference, a robotics gala held in 
Beijing from August 15-19 comprising of more than 160 domestic and 
international corporations. 

Xiaoyi, a pet companion robot from AntHouse, a Shenzhen-based robotics 
company, functioned as an automated entertainment-partner and a dog-
feeder. It also functions in "remote control mode", allowing people to interact 

with their pets via live feeds displayed on their complementary app. 

Robots are not a new topic in China. As the world's largest industrial robot-
market, China hit a sales record of 141,000 units in 2017. The Chinese 

witnessed a variety of robotics application in art and other realms. A 
calligraphy-writing robot in 2016 and a bionic-jellyfish robot in 2017 

mesmerized attendees at previous world robot conferences. 

This year, above and beyond conventional industrial and service robots, 
companion robots enthralled all who were present. The integration of routine 

services and emotional care highlighted the biggest difference between 
companion robots and the others. P-Care, a senior-care robot from Zhongrui 
Funing Robotics Co., Ltd is capable of examining health conditions, delivering 

food and medicine as well as assisting seniors to move about. It even helps 
them to shower. "It frees nurses from their dirty and dull routines," said Wang 

Daning, vice president of the company. "Emotional consolation and 
individualized communication are keys to companion robots," Wang told 
Xinhua, "through facial detection, P-Care can distinguish each elderly and 

directly call out his or her name. It can also differentiate the elders' moods 
and provide the appropriate responses, including singing a song to entertain or 

connecting elders with their relatives to relieve their loneliness." 

Xiaowu on the other hand, is a children’s companion robot from Hanwuji 
Intelligence, and offers age-based interactive content to communicate. Among 

them, allowing scheduled connection and interaction between parents and 
their children .Xiaowu can sing and dance with children, deliver lectures as 
well as tell bed time stories. It can also automatically take photos and videos 

through voice-activation or via app-instruction. "Companionship is important, 
but in today's life, we don't really have enough time to spend with our children 

or loved-ones," said Hu Yingjun, a mother of a 6-year-old. "An interactive 
robot can become my kid's good buddy and give him more joy." 

Though these companion robots attracted many visitors at the exhibitions, the 

producer said that they still faced many challenges from the market. "The fact 
is, we (the robotics companies) are all thriving to get market recognition," an 
employee at Hanwuji Intelligence told Xinhua, "over the last two years, at 

least 70 percent of the companies that focused on companion robots went 
bankrupt." "In order to truly relieve peoples’ need of companionship, robots 

need more than 'a heart and mind' to hear and understand, but also a real 
sense of touch and warmth. As for the companion robots in market, I must 
say, the technology gap between the ideal and reality is still huge." said Liu, a 

conference visitor who currently studies in a psychology masters' program in 
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the Chinese Academy of Sciences. However, Hu noted that robots can never 
replace real-life parent-companionship. She herself preferred interacting with 

her child in person whenever time allowed. 

Yang from AntHouse also admitted that the pet companion robot is only an 
alternative option for people when they are too busy to look after their pets, 

"we still love playing with our pets in person," he said. 

Toshio Fukuda, an international leader in the field of robotics and automation 
who attended the conference, told Xinhua that companion robots can serve as 
peoples' effective helpers in fields such as in education and health care. "Once 

I was sick and lying on bed for months, at that time, I dreamt to have a flying 
robot to take care of me myself," said Fukuda. On the other hand, while fully 

recognizing the value of interactive robots, Fukuda also stressed that robots 
must be "human-centred". "Robots should not be making demands on people; 

instead, robots have to be behind us. They can provide information or 
materials or whatever else we need, and we have to be in front of them," 
Fukuda said. 

(Xinhua News Agency August 19, 2018) 

Thanks to Teck Lee for the link to this item. 
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form  

 Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year.  The 
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.  
 

Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608
 
 are:   

Single $20   Family $35   Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25 

    

Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................  

  

Address……………………………………………………………………..……
  

  

  

……………………………………………….………… Postcode  ……………  

  

Email………………………………………………………………………………  

    

Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………  

    

Renewal    New Member   

    

Direct Credit Details:  

Beyond Bank  
BSB: 325-185  

A/C No. 03411481  
A/C Name: ACFS ACT  
          Branch Inc  

Ref: Your name  
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