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For your diary  

Chinese – English conversation evening: 18 Nov 

One Sunday each month there is a Chinese-English 

conversation evening from 7.30-9.30pm at the home of 
Shirley Johns. One hour is spent speaking Chinese (for 

English speakers who would like to practise their Chinese) 
and one hour is spent speaking English (for Chinese 
speakers who would like to improve their English).  

If you would like to attend the conversation evening, 
please phone Shirley on 6254 4305 (after hours).  

  

 

Trash and Treasure Stall, 11 November 

The next ACFS trash and treasure at the Fyshwick 
Markets will be on Sunday 11 November. As you know 

this is a major fundraising effort for Project Hope. 
Christmas will be coming and quality items suitable for 
gifts would be really welcome.  It would be good if we 

could sell jams and preserves, as well as possible gift 
items along with our usual baked goodies and quality 

preloved items. Home-made items are usually great 
fundraisers.   

We also accept good quality bric a brac but no electricals, 

clothes or large items please.  No bric-a-brac deliveries 
on the day please without prior discussion. The current 
temporary charity stall place is in the new Niche Markets 

area and half the size of what we had before and tucked 
between two other traders so we can’t spread out much.  

Please mark the date in your diaries, bring your friends to 

shop and if you can come and help on the day that would 
also be really great. Please send an email to 
acfsevent@gmail.com  to let me know if you would be 

able to help or have suitable items to deliver or have 
collected. Angela 

 

 

Film screening: Camel Collar 
 

A film screening will be held at the Jamison Southern 

Cross Club on Wed 21 Nov at 7.30pm.  

Camel Collar tells the story of Li Sulan who, after release 
on completion of her term, returned to her village. To her 

disappointment, all her kith and kin were nowhere to be 
found. Because of her special status, she was unable to 

reconcile with her daughter. Bieke, a kind Kazak 
herdsman, took her in. Then Li started her new life 
herding camels. Her life was full of challenges, but Li 

Sulan not only tamed camels, but was also engaged in  

Fast facts from the Beijing 
Review, October 2018 

▪ Nearly 2.1 million homes of disabled 

people have been renovated in the 

last 2 years since a regulation for a 

barrier-free environment was issued 

according to the China Disabled 

Person’s Federation.  Over the 

years, the construction of barrier-

free facilities has gone from the 

construction of the physical 

environment to that of the social 

environment and includes intangible 

content such as regulations and 

public awareness. 

▪ A recent survey showed that Mobile 

reading was the most time-

consuming activity among Chinese 

mobile internet users.  On average 

they spent 39 minutes each day 

reading and 34 minutes watching 

videos and social networking.  Over 

a quarter of mobile users spend 

between 2 and 4 hours a day on 

their smartphones.  WeChat was the 

most popular mobile app. 

▪ Chinese education authorities are 
aiming to recruit 10,000 retired 

teachers in the next 3 years to work 

in schools in rural areas, most of 

them are expected to teach for at 

least one academic year.  The silver-

age project is aimed improving the 

quality and balanced development in 

rural areas.  Apart from teaching 

they will also evaluate other 

teachers’ work, hold open lectures, 

give general guidance and help 

schools improve their management. 

▪ The number of elderly people (aged 
60 and over) in China is expected to 

peak at 487 million in 2050, 34.9% 

of the expected population.  They 

expect 300 million by 2025 and 400 

million by 2033.   The percentage of 

GDP spent on the services for the 

elderly in 2050 is expected to be 

26.5% on GDP compared to 7.33% 

in 2015. 

▪ The performance of China’s 

shopping Malls improved in 2017 

despite fierce online completion.  

The China shopping centre index 

rose 1.3 points to 68.5 in 2017.  A 

reading above 50 indicates 

expansion below 50 shows 

contraction. 

 

Thanks to Neil Birch for 

compiling these. 
 

mailto:acfsevent@gmail.com
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the camel milk business. In addition, she became a good teacher and 
helpful friend of some naughty children. The deep love between mother 

camels and their baby camels, and the naïve and lonely children awoke 
her maternal love. She decided to confront her daughter, whom she has 
not seen for more than 20 years. But could her daughter accept her 

natural mother? 

The talk will be at 7.30pm at the Southern Cross Club, Jamison (Catchpole 

Room). Those who wish to may meet for dinner in the bistro at 6.00pm. 
Please book at acfsevent@gmail.com by 16 November. 
 

 

 

Christmas dinner 

The final function for the year, a Christmas dinner for members and friends, 
will be held on Monday 17 December, venue to be advised. Please book on 

acfsevent@gmail.com by 12 Dec. 

 

 

ANU China in the World events 

23 

Oct  

5:30pm-7:30pm 

Auditorium, China in the World 
Building (188), Fellows Lane, 
ANU  

George E. Morrison Lecture 
One Hundred Years of the Morrison Collection at the Tōyō Bunko 
(Oriental Library): Library, Museum, and Research  

Presenter(s): HAMASHITA Takeshi  

24 

Oct  

5:00pm-6:15pm 
Auditorium, China in the World 

Building (188), Fellows Lane, 
ANU  

Forum 
Threat of trade wars and financial crises: Asia's response  

Presenter(s): Mari Pangestu, the University of Indonesia; He Fan, 
Peking University; Shiro Armstrong, ANU; Suman Bery, Brussels 
think-tank Bruegel; Craig Emerson, ANU 

01 

Nov  

3:30pm-5:30pm 
Seminar Room A, China in the 
World Building (188), Fellows 
Lane, ANU  

ANU China Seminar Series 

Spirit possession in modern China: demons, missionaries, and 
anthropologists  

Presenter(s): Benjamin Penny 

13 

Nov  

6:00pm-7:30pm 
Auditorium, China in the World 
Building (188), Fellows Lane, 
ANU  

CIW Annual Lecture 
Australia-China relations at the crossroads?  

Presenter(s): Professor the Honourable Bob Carr  

15 

Nov  

4:00pm-5:30pm 
Seminar Room A, China in the 
World Building (188), Fellows 
Lane, ANU  

ANU China Seminar Series 

Self-Organised Collectives: 'Amateur' Photography Groups in China, 
1977-1988  

Presenter(s): Chen Shuxia 

 

George E. Morrison Lecture 

One Hundred Years of the Morrison Collection at the Tōyō 
Bunko (Oriental Library): Library, Museum, and Research  
 

In October 1917, the collection of the Asiatic Library in Beijing, founded by G. E. 

Morrison, arrived in Tokyo. In the collection, there were books, manuscripts, 

various pamphlets, and other materials covering the whole of Asia, with China as 

its main focus. In total, there were more than 20,000 volumes. 

 

http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18343
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18343
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18347
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18241
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18241
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18400
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18315
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events/event_details.php?id=18315
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In 1924, Iwasaki Hisaya founded the Tōyō Bunko (Oriental Library) with 

Morrison’s collection and the Iwasaki collection. 

 

In the 1990s, the collection of Alastair Morrison, the second son of G. E. 

Morrison, arrived at the Tōyō Bunko. This collection is mainly made up of 

books and pamphlets on Southeast Asia. 

 

In December 2017, the Tōyō Bunko commemorated the 100th anniversary 

of the arrival of the Morrison Collection with an insightful keynote address 

by Professor Claire Roberts from the University of Melbourne on 'The 

Morrisons of Peking: Living History'. 

 

Currently, the Tōyō Bunko holds more than one million books and other 

materials on Asia, with around 250 research fellows. The whole collection 

is open to the public. 

This lecture will introduce the Morrison collection in the Tōyō Bunko, using 
examples from its research projects, exhibitions, and digitization program 
to further understanding of G. E. Morrison and his family’s history. 

About the speaker 

Professor Takeshi HAMASHITA is a distinguished economic 
historian of Asia. Since 2011, he has been the head of the 
Research Department at the Tōyō Bunko (Oriental Library) in 

Tokyo. 
  

Professor Hamashita majored in Oriental History and 
graduated from the Faculty of Letters, University of Tokyo, in 
1972. In 1974, he obtained his MA in Humanities at the 

Department of Oriental History, Graduate School of 
Humanities and Sociology of the University of Tokyo. He 

completed his doctorate at the same institute in 1978. 
  
Professor Hamashita worked in the Department of Economics 

at Hitotsubashi University as lecturer and associate professor from 1979 to 
1981. From 1982 to 1999, he taught in the Institute of Oriental Culture, 

Tokyo University, as associate professor, professor, director, and the head 
of the Documentation Center for Asian Studies. He was recruited to the 
Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University in 2000 and became 

the first professor to teach concurrently in the two best universities in 
Japan. In 2006, he moved to the Faculty of International Communication, 

Ryukoku University. From 2007 to 2016, he worked at Sun Yat-sen 
University in Guangzhou as a professor of History and Dean of the School 
of Asia-Pacific Studies. During his career, he has taught in Hong Kong, 

Taiwan, Korea, Singapore, China, and the U.S., as well as Japan. 
  

Researching and lecturing in Japanese, Chinese, and English, Professor 
Hamashita has worked on banking history in China, remittance practices 

among Chinese and Indian overseas communities, the tea trade, and 
treaty port networks. In addition, he engages with wider regional histories 
of Asia, including how traditional modes of East Asian international 

interaction have affected modern Asia. In recent years, he has 
concentrated on the study of maritime networks in Asia and has been 

heavily involved in research on Ryūkyū as well as its major historical 
source — the Rekidai Hōan. 
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About the George E. Morrison Lecture series 

The George Ernest Morrison Lecture series was founded by Chinese 

residents in Australia and others in honour of the late Dr G. E. Morrison 

(1862–1920), a native of Geelong, Victoria, Australia. 

The objects of the foundation of the lectureship were to honour for all time 

the memory of a great Australian who rendered valuable services to China 

and to improve cultural relations between China and Australia. The annual 

Morrison Lecture is organised by a committee of ANU colleagues from the 

ANU College of Asia & the Pacific. 

The George E. Morrison Lecture Series is sponsored by the China Institute 

and the Australian Centre on China in the World. 

This lecture is free and open to the public. It is preceded by light 

refreshments at 5:30pm. The lecture will start at 6pm. 

Venue: Auditorium, China in the World Building (188), Fellows Lane, ANU 

Date  Tuesday, 23 October, 2018 - 17:30 to 19:30 
 

 

 

Art Deco department stores in Shanghai 
 

On 19 September we were treated to a talk on the art 
deco department stores of Shanghai by Peter Hack, who 
has written a book on the subject. Peter outlined the 

contribution of Chinese immigrants in Sydney to the 
development of the department stores, which were more 

akin to amusement parks than shopping precincts. The 
buildings remain in modern Shanghai, and one boasted 

the very first escalators in China. Peter’s extensive 
knowledge of the people and the history were 
impressive, and the newspaper cuttings of 

advertisements illuminating. 
 

 

 

Committee News 

Your Committee met at the ‘China Tea Club’ in North Lyneham for its 

September meeting. 

We talked through the events prior to the meeting – the school awards 

presentation, very generously hosted by the Cultural Counselor and his staff at 

the Cultural Office, and the very interesting talk by Peter Hack on the Art Deco 

Department stores of Shanghai. Was so interesting to hear about the links to 

Australian Chinese families so many decades ago. The design was certainly 

very stylish and the Department stores included much more than those today 

– including entertainment venues. 

Plans were made for the judging of the Panda Competition, always a fun and 

busy time. We’re always very grateful to be able to hold the judging at Carol 

and Brian’s place – with their pool table coming in very handy to display 

entries on! Final details for the ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble’s 

performance were also discussed. 

http://chinainstitute.anu.edu.au/events/morrison-lectures
http://chinainstitute.anu.edu.au/
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/
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We agreed to apply for the ACT Government’s Multicultural Grant, released 

mid October 2018 to help with costs for the Lantern Festival and also to help 

with costs for the Panda competition.. Wish us luck in being successful! 

Our meal following the meeting was delicious – happened to be Mid Autumn 

Festival, so we shared the restaurant with a number of families celebrating the 

festival. 

Hope you are not all suffering from allergies too much and can enjoy the 
slightly warmer weather. Your Secretary, Tanja 

 
 

 

 ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble 

 

The ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble presented a lively concert 

on 7 October in the Larry Sitsky Room, Canberra School of Music. The 

music included pieces by the whole Ensemble and a variety of solo and 

duet pieces. Music ranged from contemporary compositions to 

arrangements of classical songs. The afternoon tea provided at interval 

disappeared quickly and the profits will go to our Project Hope students 

and the Ensemble. 

Top: the whole Ensemble. Left: Rupert 

Summerson, director of the Ensemble, with 

Bonnie McConnell from the School of Music 

and Carol Keil. Above: Bruce Topperwein. 



7 
 

200 years of Chinese-Australians: First settler's descendants 
reconnect with their roots 
 

By Jason Fang 

Updated 10 Jun 2018, 6:41amSun 10 Jun 2018, 6:41am  

Barry Shying and his grandson Nick have a unique surname, which many 
people over the years have jokingly said sounds "very Chinese". Barry used to 

just laugh off the suggestion, as his parents had never mentioned anything like 
that to him. 

However after the Melbourne man received a 
phone call from a stranger in Sydney more 
than 30 years ago, Barry became convinced 
that his great-great-grandfather was in fact a 

man named Mak Sai Ying — the first Chinese-
born settler to come to Australia. 

The Chinese community is this year 

celebrating 200 years of settlement in 

Australia, and Barry Shying has been invited 

to many functions and seminars to 

commemorate the occasion. "I feel a bit 

overwhelmed, quite truthfully," he said. 

"I have spent 86 years of my life being almost 

invisible, and suddenly everyone wants to 

photograph me and invite me to things." 

"But I am very glad to do it. It sort of gave me a feeling of connection which I have 
never had before, and that feeling of connection has continued on." 

'John Shying' and his famous friends 

 

While there are no paintings of 

Mak Sai Ying, researchers have 

been able to piece together the 

story of his time in Australia 

through public records. 

Mr Mak, who was also known as 
John Shying, arrived in Port 

Jackson aboard the ship Laurel in 
February 1818 — decades before 
the gold rush that saw many 

more Chinese people travel to 
Australia. 

He was born in 1796 in the 

Chinese city of Canton, now 
known as Guangdong. After 

arriving in Australia, he worked as 
a carpenter for the famous English 
settler John Blaxland, who he met 

aboard the Laurel. 

Photo: Mak Sai Ying, also known as John 

Shying, would sign his name using Chinese 

characters. (Wikimedia Commons)  

 

Photo: John Joseph Shying, a grandson of Mak Sai Ying, may 

have been the first Chinese-Australian serviceman. (Supplied: 

Museum of Chinese Australian History)  

 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/jason-fang/9720314
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-10/mak-sai-ying-signature/9850610
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-10/mak-sai-ying-signature/9850610
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-10/mak-sai-ying-signature/9850610
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-10/mak-sai-ying-signature/9850610
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-08/john-joseph-shying/9849364
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-08/john-joseph-shying/9849364
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-08/john-joseph-shying/9849364
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-08/john-joseph-shying/9849364
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He later worked for the pastoralist Elizabeth Macarthur, the 
wife of Australia's wool industry pioneer John Macarthur. 

After that, Mr Mak became a successful entrepreneur in his 

own right, owning the Peacock Inn in Parramatta and 

several other shops. Blaxland once wrote a reference for Mr 

Mak describing him as "an honest, respectable character". 

Mr Mak was reportedly paid the same weekly wage of two 
pounds that Blaxland's other workers received. 

Dr Kate Bagnall from Wollongong University, an expert in 

early Chinese settlement in Australia, said early Chinese 

free settlers encountered relatively little discrimination. 

"Because of the nature of the port, there was probably 

more diversity in Sydney than we imagined," she said. 

 

Photo: James Shying married two European women during his time in Australia. 

"The number of Chinese was very small. With this small number, I don't think it 
would be the same sort of discrimination that we saw later from the 1850s on, 

when there were very large number of Chinese coming who were perceived as a 
threat by the British and Europeans." 

Mysterious return to China 

Under the name John Shying, Mr Mak married Irish migrant Sarah Jane 
Thompson in 1823. They had four sons, but he returned to China shortly after 
the birth of their fourth child in 1831. 

Nobody knows why he chose to return, but Dr Bagnall said it was likely he had 

family obligations back in China. 

John Blaxland paid Mr Mak the same 

amount that he gave his European 

employees. (Stae Library of New 

South Wales) 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-08/marriage-certificate/9846506
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-08/marriage-certificate/9846506
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-10/john-blaxland-portrait-by-richard-read/9849054
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"We do know from later families that it was not uncommon for Chinese men of this 

time, from southern China like Shying, to have families in both Australia and China," 

she said. 

"A lot of families I have looked at later in the century, their Australian wives 
and family were sort of a second family, and there was also a family in China. 

This is one possibility." 

Barry Shying has had no luck finding the reason either, and said he finds it hard 
to understand how his ancestor could leave his Australian family. "He left his 

wife and four children here. The children would be very young. It was only the 
early 1830s — I don't know how they were supported," he said. 

"No one knows why he went to China and what he did there. There is no record 

available to anyone." 

He returned to Australia five years later, after the death of his wife. Historical 
records show that John Shying married again in 1842, but his second wife died 

a few months later. 

Photo: Two of Mak Sai Ying's children ran an undertakers business. (State Library of New South 

Wales)  

Barry says records show his great-great-grandfather sold his properties in 
Parramatta and very likely left Australia permanently, leaving his four sons. 

Some of John Shying's descendants picked up furniture making, and others 
became undertakers. 

Adjusting to the discovery that he has Chinese ancestry has been an interesting 

experience for Barry Shying. "I can't say I feel part Chinese, but I know I am," 

he said. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-10/j-&-g-shying-undertakers/9849476
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-10/j-&-g-shying-undertakers/9849476
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-10/j-&-g-shying-undertakers/9849476
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"As somebody said to me recently, 'his blood continues to flow through your veins'. 

That's how I feel about it." 

23-year-old Nick Shying has also been in the Chinese media spotlight this 
year, but unlike his grandfather, he has known about his Chinese heritage 
since he was young. 

"I haven't always appreciated and fully understood what it meant, but I have 

certainly been brought up in an environment where I have known our family 
history," he said. 

Nick studied Chinese at high 

school and went to China for a 
study tour, and said he was 
excited to be connected to the 

local Chinese community. "It is 
hard to say that I feel naturally 

like I am a Chinese in the same 
way others who might have a 

closer connection probably do," 
he said. "But I think it's been 
specifically interesting for me to 

learn about that history, 
language and culture because of 

the fact that I know that part of 
my family history extended back 
to China."  

He said the next step in finding out more about his family's roots would 

require going to China, but acknowledged trying to find out more information 
within the country's public records is a daunting task. "Maybe one day, I'll give 

it a crack and see if I can find something." 

Further information 

The Australian National Maritime Museum has a blog which published an article 

about the first recorded Chinese migrant to Australia, Mak Sai Ying, known as 

John Shying, and his descendants.  ‘Two centuries of Chinese migration’, Kim Tao, 

Curator, Australian National Migration Museum, 14 February 2018, 

<https://anmm.blog/2018/02/14/two-centuries-of-chinese-migration/ > .   

‘Celebrating 200 years of Chinese Migration to Australia’, Radio National, 8 May 

2018, <http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/drive/celebrating-200-

years-of-chinese-migration-to-australia/9740388 > .  This article includes an 

audio of 4 minutes 45 seconds.   

Historian Kate Bagnall looks at early Chinese Australian writing in support of 

Chinese in Australia in an article in the National Library of Australia’s on-line 

magazine: www.nla.gov.au/unbound/chinese-australians-in-print. 

Another article that may be of interest is one from the ABC News website about an 

Australian woman who researched her Chinese ancestor, from five generations 

back, Jack Chen:  ‘Researching Chinese Australian family history and colonial 

settlement of regional New South Wales’, by Luke Wong, ABC News, 20 November 

2017, < http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-20/retracing-chinese-australian-

family-history-and-settlement/9158720 >  .   

 

https://anmm.blog/2018/02/14/two-centuries-of-chinese-migration/
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/drive/celebrating-200-years-of-chinese-migration-to-australia/9740388
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/drive/celebrating-200-years-of-chinese-migration-to-australia/9740388
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-20/retracing-chinese-australian-family-history-and-settlement/9158720
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-11-20/retracing-chinese-australian-family-history-and-settlement/9158720
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-10/barry-shying-speaks-to-the-abcs-jason-fang/9850712
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78-Year-old Chinese Man Receives Patents for Inventing 
“Flying Car” 

An Shuya spends 10 years in inventing dual-use vehicles to provide a possible solution 

for current traffic congestion 

Edited by Ma Miaomiao  

 

A man in northwest China’s Shaanxi 
Province who devoted himself for over 
10 years to the invention of a dual-use 

vehicle, which can both run along the 
ground and fly in the sky, received a 
patent for the invention this August, 

local media hsw.cn reported on October 
9, 2018. 

The patent was granted for the 

invention of “a solution for the 
aerodynamic configuration and power 

system of dual-use (land and air) sedan 
cars and service cars”. 

The inventor An Shuya, a 78-year-old retired senior mechanical engineer, started the 
study in 2000 and has become a regular visitor of the municipal library since then, 

immersing himself in books on automobile industrial technologies and aeronautical 
technologies.  

He had been enjoying a happy life after retirement until one day, his wife shared her 

concern with the present traffic congestion, and suggested that her husband should do 
something about it. Hearing this, the man decided to make use of his expertise in 

mechanical manufacturing and attempted to create a “flying car” so as to help resolve 
the traffic jam issue. 

When his study finally yielded fruits, as a gift to his wife, An applied for the patent with 

the name of his wife. 

The invention is a combination of automobile and aircraft, and this new type of dual-
use vehicle is at present a conceptual machine that needs further detailed development 

and manufacturing, An explained. 

“I haven’t been able to materialize the vehicle, for it needs complicated and refined 
manufacturing techniques,” An said, hoping that people of vision could help him to 

materialize the invention. 

Source: Beijing Review 

 

An Shuya explains his design of the "flying car" 

(HSW.CN) 
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form  

 Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year.  The 
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.  
 

Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608
 
 are:   

Single $20   Family $35   Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25 

    

Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................  

  

Address……………………………………………………………………..……
  

  

  

……………………………………………….………… Postcode  ……………  

  

Email………………………………………………………………………………  

    

Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………  

    

Renewal    New Member   

    

Direct Credit Details:  

Beyond Bank  
BSB: 325-185  

A/C No. 03411481  
A/C Name: ACFS ACT  
          Branch Inc  

Ref: Your name  
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