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For your diary

Fast facts from the Beijing
Review, August 2019

Belt and Road for Cultural Institutions

▪

Cultural Counsellor for the Chinese Embassy Mr Yang Zhi
has kindly agreed to give members a talk on the Belt and
Road Initiative for Cultural Institutions on 25 September
at the Jamison Southern Cross Club at 7.30pm. As
always, there is the option to join others for dinner before
the talk, at 6.00pm. Please book by emailing
acfsevent@gmail.com by 18 September.


Concert: Dreaming of Jiangnan
The ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble will be joined
by members of the Sydney Conservatorium of Music
Chinese Music Ensemble for a program of music with a
focus on Jiangnan, the area south of the Yangtze River.

▪

▪

Location: Australian Centre on China in the World
Date: Sunday 6 October, 2 - 4.30pm.
Tickets: Adult $20, Concession/member $15,
Student/child $10, Family $35. On-line booking details
available next month.


▪

Committee news, June 2019 meeting
On a cold 5 August your committee gathered at the
‘yumcha@cbd’ restaurant, Civic, for the August meeting.
Final arrangements were discussed for the School Awards
ceremony at the Cultural Office. They have since been held
and were once again a great success and enjoyed by all
awardees and their families and teachers.
We talked through a few more logistics for the annual Panda
Competition, which will once again be held at the Embassy –
always a treat for students, families and teachers, as is
often their first opportunity to visit the Embassy. Carol
updated the committee on the continued conversation with
the Cultural Office to find a date for the tree planting
ceremony.
Those of the committee joining the Horticultural tour to
China shortly in August were excited, having received the
final itinerary – sounds like it will be a fabulous trip!
I was unable to stay for the meal following the meeting,
however reports have been that it was most delicious.
Stay warm!
Your Secretary, Tanja
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▪

The government will ramp up
support for private medical and
health institutions. There are
459,000 private medical and
health institutions, including
21,000 private hospitals.
Government purchases of
services from private medical
and health institutions should be
in accordance with the principal
of fair competition and merit
bases selection.
China has had 20 years of
consecutive growth in the
number of voluntary blood
donations from about 300,000 in
1998 to nearly 15 million in
2018.
A report by global consultancy
Bain & Company and China
Merchants Bank found the
number of China’s high net worth
individuals with investable assets
over 10 million yuan reached
1.97 million last year. They had
a total of 61 trillion yuan with a
compound annual growth of
12%.
The incidence of Chinese aged
over 15 who smoke dropped
from 26.6% in 2018 from 27.7%
in 2015. The incidence among
men is 50.5% and 2.1% for
women. The proportion of
smokers who quit in 2018 was
20.1% unchanged from 2015.
China aims to reduce the rate of
smoking by to 20% by 2030.
The National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS) is naming and shaming
local officials who falsify
statistical returns. An example
was where local officials falsified
business operational data to
exaggerate the regions industrial
performance. The NBS is
responsible for conduction
inspections and pushing for
rectifications.

Thanks to Neil Birch for
compiling these.

Vale Graeme (Larry) Larmour, 29-11-1931 -7- 5 -2019
Graeme (Larry) Larmour was recruited to the new ACT Education system
and arrived in Canberra, from Melbourne, with his family in January
1975. He served first in ACT administration, and then as a Deputy Principal
at Lyneham High School until 1990.
Graeme’s interest in China and the ACFS dated from his trips to China in
1987 and 2000.
Neither trip was with an organised tour, but Graeme and his wife Consie
were impressed by the friendly and helpful people of Yunnan and Szechuan
provinces as they attempted to research some aspects of the history of the
Long March. (Consie’s missionary parents had been evacuated from the
remote north of Yunnan in 1935 as the Fourth Army approached).
By 2000 travel was permitted more freely and Graeme and Consie travelled
with Chinese friends quite widely in southern China.
As a teacher, Graeme enjoyed sharing his China experiences. He enjoyed
the ACFS films and dinners, and was very pleased to support the Hope
project, especially after seeing the benefits of this work in Sapushan, a
remote minority area in northern Yunnan.


ANU China Seminar Series
Vietnam’s and China’s Diverging Industrial Relations Systems: Cases of
Path Dependency
Presented by Anita Chan, Thursday, 15 August, 4:00pm–5:30pm, Seminar
Room, China in the World Building, 188 Fellows Lane, ANU
This talk will explain why Vietnam and China, one-party states that allow only
one official trade union, are traversing different paths in their trade unions’
institutional structures, the state’s and trade union’s attitudes toward strikes,
their willingness to allow independent trade unions and willingness to engage
with the international labour union movement. In the case of Vietnam, the Trans
Pacific Partnership has energised the country to debate the acceptance of
autonomous trade unions, while Xi Jinping in China has intensified Party control
over industrial relations.
GIs and Jeep Girls: Sex and American Soldiers in Wartime China
Presented by Zach Fredman, Monday, 19 August, 4:00pm–5:30pm, Seminar
Room, China in the World Building, 188 Fellows Lane, ANU
This talk examines how sex affected the larger politics of the Sino-US alliance
during the Second World War. By early 1945, Chinese from across the social
spectrum resented the US military presence. Chinese soldiers and interpreters
seethed at the way American personnel treated them like second-class citizens in
their own country. The civilians who had welcomed American soldiers as allied
friends in 1942 now associated their presence with inflation, black marketeering,
reckless driving, and alcohol-fueled violence. But just one issue sparked violent
backlash: sexual relations between American soldiers (GIs) and Chinese women.
PhD Final Seminar
Why do people become clerics of the Longhushan Daoist Complex?
Situations, motivations and conditions
Presented by Shengjin Xie, Tuesday, 20 August, 4:00pm–5:30pm, Boardroom,
China in the World Building, 188 Fellows Lane, ANU
In this paper, based on a chapter of my thesis, I explore what people hope to
attain by becoming clerics of Longhushan Daoist Complex (LDC) by examining the
circumstances under which they joined and the conditions that allowed them to do
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so. I argue that those who become LDC clerics are intending to pursue a good life
in this world rather than attempt to achieve immortality – which is supposed to be
ultimate goal of Daoist practitioners. In addition, I argue that the most important
characteristic that enabled people to become LDC clerics is their personal ties or
guanxi with leaders of LDC, especially its head, or else with the local government
officials who could use their influence on the head, rather than their religious
enthusiasm.
Revolutionary Optimism in 1950s Chinese Culture
Presented by Wendy Larson, Thursday, 29 August, 4:00pm–5:30pm, Seminar
Room, China in the World Building, 188 Fellows Lane, ANU
When Chinese revolutionary culture reached its zenith in the 1950s and 1960s,
revolutionary optimism became a strongly encouraged emotional perspective,
attitude, and expression. It was touted through literature, film, images, and
virtually every aspect of daily life. The valorizing of happiness took place with
equal fervency in the United States. Both countries had similar—if not identical—
strategic reasons for promoting, building, and constructing happiness as the most
acceptable public emotion. Emerging from the Enlightenment, socialism and
capitalism embodied the modern ideals of progress and improvement
characteristic of scientific rationalism, which drove their embrace of happiness as
the most effective and efficient emotional state.
National Security College Conference
The Xinjiang Emergency: Exploring the Context, Evidence and
Implications
Presented Michael Clarke, Elise Anderson, Darren Byler, Sandrine Catris, Thomas
Cliff, Timothy A. Grose, Anna Hayes, Samantha Hoffman, James Leibold, Sean
Roberts, Joanne Smith-Finley, September, 3 September, 8:30am–5:00pm, Acton
Lecture Theatre, Ground floor, #132 JG Crawford Building, ANU
This all-day conference will provide a critical examination of the mass detention of
Uyghurs (and other Turkic Muslims) in “re-education” camps in the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region (XUAR) by providing analysis of the available evidence, historical
and political background, and domestic and foreign policy implications of the
“reeducation” camps.


Panda Competition 2019
The Panda Competition is conducted every year by the Australia China
Friendship Society and is open to students from Pre-schools, Primary schools
and High schools in the ACT and Queanbeyan. Society members' children and
grandchildren are encouraged to enter the competition.
The topic for this year’s competition is:
Ancient Chinese Inventions

China is noted for many inventions in the ancient world. The four major
inventions are papermaking, printing, gunpowder and the compass but
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there are many other others as well such as: the umbrella, porcelain, tea
production, silk, kites, banknotes and the Chinese junk.
Students are asked to creatively focus on an aspect of this topic. This can
be through a drawing or, painting, creative works such as a collage or 3dimensional construction, an essay, poem, or other creative individual
effort, appropriate to the student’s age and school grade. Pre-school and
year 1 and 2 students can also enter colouring in. If the entry is in
mandarin an English translation must be provided. The entry should be the
work of a single student. If a joint entry for more than 1 student is
submitted only a single prize will be provided.
Only original entries will be accepted: photocopies or scanned copies will
not be considered.
Conditions of entry are:
•
Drawings and combination drawing/words are preferred on A3 paper.
•
Sculptures or collages must have a footprint no larger than an A3
sheet
•
Essays are to be no more than one A4 page.
•
One entry per student. (Entry must be the work of only that student.)
All entries must have the following information provided on or with
the entry or they will be ineligible:
School name:
Teacher’s name
Student Name (First name plus Surname)
Gender

Boy / Girl

Age of student
School Year

Entries must be received by 5pm Sunday 29 September 2019
Entries should be sent to:

The Secretary (Panda Competition)
Australia China Friendship Society
PO Box 530
Civic Square ACT 2608

Judging of the entries will take place early in the school holidays and
presentation of prizes will be on a date to be advised. When sending in an
entry please include a phone and email contact address so that we
can contact you with the names of the winners and details of the awards
ceremony. If you are posting your entry please email acfsact@gmail.com
so that we can ensure it has arrived.
For further information about the competition or, if you would like to deliver
your entry, please email acfsact@gmail.com


Curated tour at the National Museum
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Members were treated to a curated tour of the painting and calligraphy
exhibition at the National Museum just days before the exhibition closed. Our
guide, Adam Wu, was most informative and enhanced our experience
greatly. Afternoon tea in the café was likewise enjoyable.



School awards Ceremony Sunday 11 August

On Sunday 11 August the presentation Ceremony for Awards for the best
and most improved students of Mandarin were held at the Cultural Office
of the Chinese Embassy.
Minister-Counsellor Yang hosted the ceremony for the second year
running and it was attended by 22 prize-winning students accompanied
by their guests, teachers from 11 of the 12 participating schools, Meg
Owens from the ACT Government’s Education Directorate, Mr Yang’s wife
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Yafen, ACFS committee members, the Chinese Education Counsellor and
staff from the Embassy and international students.
Mr Yang and Carol gave short speeches and they were followed by Yafen
who sang a beautiful song, a short video on China today and then a brief
talk on the Silk Road by Mr Sheng from the News section of the Embassy.
This was followed by the presentation of the awards which consisted of a
certificate in a special folder, a letter of congratulations plus a Society
bookmark, 2 books and a small notebook which were gifts from the
Cultural Office. We then all partook of a most delicious lunch and had the
opportunity to talk to the parents and students. Various Chinese media
were present and Carol did 3 interviews in between eating lunch and
catching up with teachers, Meg Owens and students.
It was a most successful event and our thanks go to Minister-Counsellor Yang
and his staff for hosting the event, arranging an interesting program and for
donating the gifts.
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Finding a New Friend
For seniors undergoing new changes due to age and retirement, the
Internet can be just what the doctor ordered
By Li Qing · 2019-08-05 · Source: Beijing Review NO. 32 AUGUST 8, 2019

A senior forest ranger living in the Qizimei Mountains in central China's Hubei
Province talks with her children using her smartphone on June 4 (XINHUA)

As a financial director in a private company in Shanghai, Gao Shengyi
had a busy career. Now, after retiring, life is busier still. The 68-year-old
volunteers to teach other retirees how to crack the mystery of
smartphones and apps and when she is not teaching or volunteering, is
travelling. She has been to 50 countries, sharing photos and posts on her
travels on the social media. In short, Gao exemplifies how the older
generations too are embracing the Internet and new technology to get
more out of life.
"People can't use age as an excuse and stay cut-off from social
developments and the Internet," Gao told Beijing Review. It was the
Internet that turned her into a confident person from the quiet and
introverted woman she used to be by increasing her access to
information and broadening her horizon, she added.
Gao began to use the computer from 2000. Apart from basic office
software, she can also use other popular software like Photoshop for
imaging and graphic designs. Now all her learning experience has
become part of a textbook designed by a website to help the technologyshy elderly master technology.
Never too old to learn
Oldkids.cn, a website that is a social platform for the elderly, is working
to trying to spread advanced technology application among the elderly
since it was founded in 2001 by Wu Hanzhang, a Shanghai-based social
entrepreneur.
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Zhu Ronglin, 80, plays chess on the Internet at a nursing home in
Hangzhou, east China's Zhejiang Province, on April 8 (XINHUA)

"We have 350,000 registered users between the age of 50 and 90, the
majority being in the 60-70 age group," Wu said. Over 30,000 users
share their life experiences and feelings on the website, make friends,
and get information about public welfare activities every week, indicating
some of the things the elderly can do through the Internet.
According to a survey report on the living conditions of Chinese senior
citizens by China Research Center on Aging in 2018, after 2015 more
than 12 million seniors are using the Internet. The most popular use of
the Internet among them is for checking the news, which accounts for 85
percent of all activities; 65.4 percent of them also like watching movies
and TV series online, followed by chatting and trading stocks. The
proportion of online shopping is 12.4 percent.
Some trendy apps have also become their happy surfing ground, like
TikTok, a popular short video-sharing platform, where many elder surfers
are showcasing their life and experiences, modeling fashionable clothes
and even telling their love stories.
"They have become role models for the younger generation, showing
them how to lead a meaningful and disciplined life, something that can
accelerate mutual understanding. It is a good outlet for them to release
their emotions and tension, which should be encouraged," Wu said.
Li Zhixia, a fashionable 58-year old in Yangzhou, east China's Jiangsu
Province, is an avid user of WeSing, a popular karaoke app. She has
uploaded 180 songs on WeSing, relishing the comments posted about
them by her friends and other surfers. Initially, she embraced the app as
she liked singing along and being able to do it anywhere she wanted. She
moved to Yanzhou five years ago from Yancheng, another Jiangsu city
that is over 200 km away, to take care of her grandchildren. It meant
uprooting herself from her old life and leaving friends behind. Or that's
what she thought at first.
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But through WeSing, an old friends' circle has been built and she is also
making new friends. "It entertains me, which is a good way to get stress
relief," she said. In the comment section of her homepage on WeSing,
Li's friends are always writing about their recent activities and wishes.
They also listen to each other's songs and send virtual gifts through the
app, a new way of keeping in touch. "We usually sing the old songs that
were popular when we were young. It reminds us of the past days," Li
said.
Fruit of new era
"Open-minded elderly people like to learn new things out of curiosity,"
Wang Dahua, a professor with the School of Psychology of Beijing Normal
University, told Beijing Review. The fact that they are learning to use the
Internet is a fruit of this era, which has now seen the advent of 5G
communication technology, making communication faster, easier and
more innovative.
Compared to the situation 20 years ago, seniors today have diverse
values and care more about themselves, Wang said. At the same time,
the restrictions and requirements imposed on them by society have been
reduced.
WeChat, one of the most popular social platforms in China, is also being
used by the seniors who have grasped its functions. In 2017, there were
50 million active elderly users aged between 55 and 70. This group spent
1.37 hours on WeChat on an average daily.
"The online interactions can be extended to offline activities," Wu said.
Many seniors participating in the same study groups online are ready to
organize or take part in outdoor activities for the group. Gao always
attends group activities like lectures and book reading sessions with her
friends.
Some elderly people are reluctant to learn new things as their ability to
learn and memory is diminishing. But they have to accept the fact that
with the rapid development of the Internet, it is hard today to live
without it.
Wu thinks even those who seem to have no interest in advanced
technologies will start to learn when he conducts courses for mobile
phone popularization among the elderly. "The significance of groupings
should not be ignored as seniors will be influenced by their friends, who
can play a positive role in their life," he said.
Remaining in charge
Wang said the number of empty-nest elderly parents whose children
have grown up and left the parental home, causing old people living
alone is on rise. Then there are the seniors who have become part of the
migrant population for reasons such as moving closer to their adult
children. They have to get used to a new environment filled with
unfamiliar things, languages and a new lifestyle. They need to be given a
sense of security and the confidence that they are still in control of their
lives.
"They will experience a huge psychological gap caused by the new life
that is so different from the previous one. It would require them to adjust
their focus and create new connection to the world," she said. And this is
where the Internet can help immensely.
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However, the Internet and social media are not unmixed blessings. There
are hidden pitfalls as well and new learners have to be taught to
recognize them and to avoid them.
Wu said several risks should be kept in when designing online products
such as guarding against fraud and designing apps that keep in mind that
some senior citizens may not be in the prime of their health.
"To meet the specific needs of the elderly, I hope there are apps and
software especially designed for them and these could be promoted," he
said.
Gao thinks technology empowers the elderly. The seniors should make
the decision for their own life, she said, living healthily and energetically
because it will also lessen the burden on their children and bring more
happiness to themselves.
Thanks to Teck Lee for the link to this article.


Taking a 'bite of autumn' with watermelon
chinadaily.com.cn | Updated: 2019-08-08 15:35

The traditional Chinese lunar calendar divides the year into 24 solar terms.
Today marks the Start of Autumn, the 13th solar term of the year, which
will end Aug 23.
The photo on the left, taken on Aug 6, 2019, captures children eating
watermelon, part of a local custom known as "biting autumn", in Xiangshan
village, Huzhou city of East China's Zhejiang province. [Photo by Tan
Yunfeng/Asianewsphoto]
The photo on the right shows children having fun in a basket used for
weighing watermelons in Xiangshan village in Huzhou city of East China's
Zhejiang province on Aug 6, 2019. [Photo by Tan Yunfeng /Asianewsphoto]
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form
Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year. The
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.
Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608 are:
Single $20 Family $35 Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25
Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................
Address……………………………………………………………………..……
……………………………………………….………… Postcode ……………
Email………………………………………………………………………………
Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………
Renewal

New Member

Australia China Friendship Society
PO Box 530
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA

ACT Branch Bulletin
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Direct Credit Details:
Beyond Bank
BSB: 325-185
A/C No. 03411481
A/C Name: ACFS ACT
Branch Inc
Ref: Your name

