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For your diary

Fast facts from the Beijing
Review, February 2019

Lantern Festival

▪

The Lantern Festival will take place on Saturday 23
February in the Beijing Garden on the lakefront in
Lennox Gardens.
We need volunteers to help both setting up in the
afternoon and during the course of the evening. No
experience is necessary. There are many different tasks:
stringing up lights, putting decorations in the trees,
preparing lanterns for sale, selling lanterns, helping on
the information stall and registering participants in the
hand-made lantern competition, distributing programs,
helping performers.
This is our biggest activity for the year and we really need
some extra help. Please either email
acfsevent@gmail.com or ring Carol on 62478231.

▪

▪



Annual General Meeting
The Society’s Annual General Meeting will be held on
Wednesday 20 March at 7pm at the Golden King
restaurant, Dundas Ct, Philip.
We are in dire need of additional committee
members. Our numbers fell to 7 for the last year and it
made for a very busy and tiring year. If you have a bit of
spare time we would greatly appreciate having some new
faces join us. Committee meetings are monthly, held at
various restaurants, and usually last for an hour followed
by a meal. Committee tasks are not onerous and our
busy times are around the panda competition and school
awards and the Lantern Festival which are all very
rewarding for those involved.
If you are interested and/or would like some more
information please contact me either by email
cjkeil@proforte.com.au or phone 62478231 / 0417
041148


Art exhibition from China and display of
the Harvest of Endurance scroll

▪

▪

The proportion of China’s rural
population living below the
poverty line has decreased from
97.5% in 1978 to 3.1% 40 years
later. A new targeted poverty
reduction strategy adopted 6
years ago aims to lift another 30
million rural residents out of
poverty by 2020.
8.34 million college students will
graduate in 2019, many of whom
will face great challenges finding
jobs or starting businesses. The
Vice Minister of Education has
called for more efforts in
education for career planning and
specialist training for students
who have difficulties finding jobs.
Beijing is leading in the
development of China’s selfdriving technology with a plan to
build a 200,000 square metre
testing ground. It is expected to
be opened by 2020 and is
located in Shunyi about 30km
from central Beijing. The plan is
that domestic and international
companies to will also build R &
D bases in Shunyi. Many cities in
China including Beijing have
issued self-drive car licences for
public road testing in the last
year.
An ILO report says global wage
growth in 2017 was 1.8%, the
lowest since 2008, if China with
its large population and rapid
wage growth was removed global
wage growth would be only
1.1%.
Authorities in Shanghai are
seeking public comment on draft
regulations concerning garbage
classification. Under the draft,
individuals or working units will
be held responsible for the
proper sorting and disposal of
the garbage they produce.

Thanks to Neil Birch for
compiling these.

A new exhibition opening at the National Museum
of Australia in April may be of interest to ACFS
members.
The exhibition is focused on calligraphy and painting from the collection of
the National Museum of China in Beijing. It will feature over 100 objects
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including works by three modern Chinese artists – Xie Yun, Xiao Lang, and
Wang Naizhuang – a 20-metre-long replica of an 18th century scroll
documenting Emperor Qianlong’s 1751 tour to southern China, an animated
multimedia display of the Emperor’s procession, and seals, ink stones and
bowls used by the Emperor.
In association with this exhibition, the Museum will be displaying a section
of the Harvest of Endurance scroll. The launch of this exhibition is on the
evening of Thursday 4 April.


Heaven and earth in Chinese art

Treasures from the National Palace Museum, Taipei
Art Gallery of New South Wales, 2 Feb – 5 May 2019

Left to right: Qing dynasty 1644–1911, Meat-shaped stone; Ming dynasty 1368–
1644, Portrait of the Hongzhi Emperor. The National Palace Museum, Taipei.
Photos: © National Palace Museum, Taipei

A rare opportunity to see some of the highest artistic achievements
across 5000 years of Chinese history
The National Palace Museum, Taipei, holds one of the finest collections of
Chinese art in the world. Accumulated by emperors over centuries, this
collection was, for hundreds of years, accessible only to the imperial elite. It
is now rarely seen outside Taipei.
Celebrating the rich heritage of Chinese civilisation through the ancient
concept of tian ren he yi — unity or harmony between heaven, nature and
humanity – Heaven and earth in Chinese art presents a series of 87
artworks including paintings, calligraphy, illustrated books, bronzes,
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ceramics, jade and wood carvings, dating from the Neolithic period to the
19th century.
This is the first time the collection has travelled to the southern hemisphere
and it is unlikely to be seen in Australia again. The Art Gallery of N S W in
Sydney is the exclusive venue.
The associated publication is available from the Gallery Shop and online.

Image: Qianlong 1736–95. Qing dynasty 1644–1911, Chen Zuzhang (active 18th century) Olive
pit in the form of a boat 1737, National Palace Museum, Taipei. Image © Art Gallery of New
South Wales


Committee news, February 2019 meeting
Happy Chinese New Year! Wishing you all an auspicious Year of the Pig. Just prior the
Chinese New Year your committee met at the ‘Beijing House in Hawker for its February
meeting. It was my first meeting for 2019, after spending the first part of January on
holidays in my hometown, Adelaide. I’d like to say a big thanks to Jean for writing up
the minutes for the January meeting in my absence.
Our focus for the meeting was the upcoming Lantern Festival and the lantern making
workshop. The festival is our major annual public event and requires smart logistical
planning and lots of finger crossing for good weather – not too hot and no rain. We
hope that you will be able to attend the festivities and if you are able, to volunteer a
little help at the festival – it would be greatly appreciated.
We also made some final plans for our Chinese New Year Dinner at the ‘China Tea Club’
in North Lyneham – a feast will be prepared for us all to enjoy.
At the meeting we talked about still waiting to hear if we had been successful in our
Grant applications to help us financially with the Lantern Festival and the Panda
Competition. Since the meeting I’m happy to say that we have been successful in the
grant for the festival. This will help us to make it a really wonderful evening.
Unfortunately I couldn’t stay for dinner, but I’m certain the rest of committee enjoyed a
delicious meal – no doubt including some of the restaurant’s famous dumplings!

Your Secretary, Tanja
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Chinese New Year dinner
Chinese New Year was welcomed by 40+ members and friends on 5
February at the China Tea Club, North Lyneham. A magnificent banquet was
well enjoyed.

Lantern making workshop
The Lantern making
workshop on
Sunday 10 February
attracted 34
participants, and
much fun was had
and creativity
displayed.
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Year of the Pig

Pig in the Chinese zodiac legend
According to the myths, the Pig was the last to arrive when the Jade
Emperor called for the great meeting. Other sources said that Buddha called
for a great meeting when he was about to leave the Earth. The Pig came in
last.
Legend has it that just as the emperor was about to call it a day, an oink
and squeal was heard from a little Pig. The term "lazy Pig" is due here as
the Pig got hungry during the race, promptly stopped for a feast then fell
asleep. After the nap, the Pig continued the race and was named the 12th
and last animal of the zodiac cycle.[5]
Other sources say that given his very stout form, he was just too slow a
swimmer, and thus he could not do anything against the other animals.
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The Pig and the Elements
The natural element of the Pig is Water. Thus, it is commonly associated
with emotions and intuitions. Yet, given that along with the elements (called
the Celestial stem), the animal zodiac (called the Earthly stem) also
follows a cycle, each of the elements affect the characteristic of the same
Earthly stem.
However, the Pig is yin, and thus only the negative aspects of the elements
can be attached to them, thus only 5 kinds of Pigs are found in the zodiac.
They are the following:
乙亥
丁亥
己亥
辛亥
癸亥

(yǐhài) – The Wood Pig
(dīnghài) – The Fire Pig
(jǐhài) – The Earth Pig
(xīnhài) – The Metal Pig
(guǐhài) – The Water Pig

The Years of the Pig
Start date

End date

Heavenly Branch

30 January 1911

17 February 1912

Metal Pig

16 February 1923

5 February 1924

Water Pig

4 February 1935

23 January 1936

Wood Pig

22 January 1947

9 February 1948

Fire Pig

8 February 1959

27 January 1960

Earth Pig

27 January 1971

14 February 1972

Metal Pig

13 February 1983

1 February 1984

Water Pig

31 January 1995

18 February 1996

Wood Pig

18 February 2007

6 February 2008

Fire Pig

5 February 2019

24 January 2020

Earth Pig

23 January 2031

10 February 2032

Metal Pig

10 February 2043

29 January 2044

Water Pig

28 January 2055

14 February 2056

Wood Pig

14 February 2067

2 February 2068

Fire Pig

2 February 2079

21 January 2080

Earth Pig

18 January 2091

6 February 2092

Metal Pig

4 February 2103

27 January 2104

Water Pig

People born within these date ranges can be said to have been born in the
"Year of the Pig", while bearing the following elemental sign:[6]
Since the Chinese zodiac follows the Lunar calendar, it does not coincide
with the Gregorian calendar years or months. Thus, people born on 9
February 1899 still belongs to the preceding zodiac (i.e. the Dog) while
those born on 31 January 1900 already belongs to the following zodiac (i.e.
the Rat).[7]

Compatibility
Sign
Pig

Best Match

Average
Dog, Tiger, Horse, Dragon,
Monkey, Rat, Rooster, Ox

Pig, Rabbit, Goat
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No Match
Snake

Relationship with other signs

The Pig belongs to the fourth Trine of the Chinese zodiac. It is most
compatible with the Rabbit. The gentle and sensitive Goat is most
compatible with the Pig. Two Pigs can get along well with each other. It is
said that the relationship between these three archetypes work best as they
strive for aestheticism, beauty, and a more philosophical, and intellectual
approach in life. Their calm nature gives them great leadership abilities.
They are artistic, refined, intuitive, intelligent, and well-mannered. These
souls love the preliminaries in love, and are fine artists in their lovemaking.
The Rabbit, Goat, and Pig have been bestowed with calmer natures than the
other nine signs.
These three are compassionately aware, yet detached and resigned to their
condition. They seek beauty and a sensitive love. They are caring, unique,
self-sacrificing, obliging, sensible, creative, empathetic, tactful, and
prudent. They can also be naive, pedantic, insecure, cunning, indecisive,
and pessimistic.
The Snake is said to be incompatible with the Pig, and is the opposite from
that of the reserved and contemplative Snake.

Cultural notes
Some Chinese Muslims will say that they were born in the year of the hai 亥
(twelfth and final year of the zodiac) to avoid saying the "Pig".[8] This is
because pigs are haram (forbidden to eat) in Islam and therefore Muslims
consider pigs unclean.
Increasing numbers of countries and regions now issue lunar new year
stamps. For the 2019 Year of the Pig, the USC U.S.-China Institute collected
stamps from 56 jurisdictions.[9]
Source: Wikipedia


24 Solar Terms: 6 things you may not know about Major Cold
chinadaily.com.cn | Updated: 2019-01-20 06:00

The traditional Chinese lunar calendar divides the year into 24 solar terms.
Major Cold (Chinese: 大寒), the 24th solar term, begins this year on Jan 20
and ends on Feb 2.
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Major Cold is the last solar term in winter and also the last solar term in the
annual lunar calendar. In this period, snow, rain and icy cold weather exert
a big influence on people's lives.
Here are six things you should know about Major Cold.

Cold current. During Major Cold, as the cold current moves southward, the

weather is very cold. Although modern meteorological observation shows that in
some regions of China the weather during Major Cold is not colder than Minor
Cold, the lowest temperatures of the whole year still occur in the Major Cold
period in some coastal areas.
Eating "dispelling cold cake". During Major Cold, People in
Beijing have a habit of eating "dispelling cold cake", a kind of rice
cake. Sticky rice, the cake's main ingredient, contains more sugar
than rice, which can make people feel warm all over their bodies.
In Chinese the word "rice cake" has the same pronunciation with
the word "higher in a new year", which symbolizes good luck and
continual promotion.
Buying sesame straw. Major Cold always coincides with the end
of the year in lunar calendar. In some areas of China, people
always fall over each other in eagerness to buy sesame straw during this
period because of the old saying, "Rise joint by joint like sesame flowers on
the stem." This saying is used to describe either ever-rising living standards
or making steady progress in thought, studies or skills.
Eating fried spring roll. In Anqing of Anhui province, people
traditionally eat fried spring rolls during Major Cold. They use a
round, cooked, thin pancake to wrap stuffing in a thin roll. Then
it is fried in a pan with oil until it turns yellow and floats to the
top. The stuffing inside the spring roll contains meat or
vegetables and the flavor can be salty or sweet.
Drinking stewed soup. Residents in
Nanjing of Jiangsu province like to drink
stewed soup during Major Cold, which can
make people feel warm from head to foot.
They always stew the aged hen soup with ginseng,
matrimony vine and black fungus.
Doing winter sports. There is a saying that goes,
"Dripping water freezes during Minor and Major
Cold." In various regions of China, Major Cold is the perfect time for winter
sports such as skiing, ice skating and sledding.
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form
Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year. The
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.
Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608 are:
Single $20 Family $35 Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25
Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................
Address……………………………………………………………………..……
……………………………………………….………… Postcode ……………
Email………………………………………………………………………………
Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………
Renewal

New Member

Australia China Friendship Society
PO Box 530
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA

ACT Branch Bulletin
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Direct Credit Details:
Beyond Bank
BSB: 325-185
A/C No. 03411481
A/C Name: ACFS ACT
Branch Inc
Ref: Your name

