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For your diary

Fast facts from the Beijing
Review, May 2019

ACFS visit to historic Braidwood

▪

The Society is organising a trip to Braidwood on Sunday
19 May to visit the Braidwood Museum, Millpond Farm
and Bedervale House. The full program follows was
included in last month’s Bulletin.
May is normally quite cold, so warm clothing is
recommended.
For more information, contact Alex Olah on 0490 660
738 by Sunday 12 May.

▪



Yum cha lunch

▪

Our function for June will be a yum cha lunch at the
Scholar Restaurant, Dickson, on Saturday 22 June at
12.00. A fixed price meal has been arranged at a cost of
$27 per person. Pleas book by emailing
acfsevent@gmail.com by14 June.


Curated tour at the National Museum
There will be a curated tour of the exhibition of
calligraphy and painting from the National Museum of
China in Beijing for members and friends at the National
Museum, in July, probably the week beginning 20 July.
More information in the next Bulletin.

▪



▪

Film evening
The Road Home, the film screened on 17 April was an
interesting film enjoyed by members and friends, without
technical hiccups this time. Though the sound dropped
out at times, the sub-titles were legible.
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More than 1.1 million copyright
registrations for computer software
were made in China in 201,8 a rise of
48% in a year. Copyright of apps had
a year-on-year rise of 76%, Artificial
Intelligence software was up 104%
and Big data related software was up
64%. Regions that saw the most
software copyrights were Guangdong
Province (over 24% on its own),
Beijing, Shanghai and Jiangsu
Province.
China’s water consumption per unit of
GDP dropped 5.1% in 2018. Total
water use for the year was 611 billion
cubic meters a rise of 1.1%.
China intends to improve its Social
Credit System to promote honesty
and deter deceitful behaviour. More
than 17 million flights and 5 million
train journeys were denied to poor
credit performers between October
2013 and December 2018. The social
credit system has expanded since the
State Council first issued guide lines
in 2014. An online platform is now in
place where honest people and
enterprises are honoured, while poor
performers like defaulting debtors are
blacklisted.
An annual 4-month ban on all
commercial fishing in most of China’s
rivers and lakes started on 1st March,
the aim of the ban is to protect the
aquatic resources and biodiversity of
China’s rivers. An example for the
need for these restriction is the
Qiantang river, the number of fish
species declined from 149 in the
1970s to 122 in 2019.
At the end on 2018 there were over
587,000 village-based libraries in
China. There are plans to improve
these libraries, one of the measures is
to increase supplies of e-reading
products and services.

Thanks to Neil Birch for
compiling these.

Regulating Chinese investments in Africa: Revisiting Host
Country Agency in South–South Relations
ANU China Seminar Series
Speaker: Beyongo Mukete Dynamic
Venue: Seminar Room A, China in the World Building (188),
Fellows Lane, ANU
Date: Thursday, 16 May, 2019 - 16:00 to 17:30
Over the past two decades, China has emerged as a key investor in Africa,
a shift that has prompted widespread debate over whether Chinese
investment has positively impacted African countries, or weakened local
regulations and economies. Yet scholars and commentators tend to
consider African actors and agents as passive objects shaped by Chinese
investments, and neglect the subtle ways in which local actors and
institutions interact with, resist, and shape the various outcomes created
by Chinese investment. In this seminar I address this neglect by
examining the regulation of Chinese investment in Zambia’s copper mining
sector. Drawing on findings gleaned from fieldwork in Zambia, interviews
with local actors and official documents, my research demonstrates how
local actors have altered domestic institutions to counter the negative
impact of Chinese investment. I argue that Zambian NGOs, unions and
bureaucrats have demanded, and attained, tougher public regulations and
better safety and environmental standards within Chinese companies, and
that Zambian actors and factors have influenced regulatory processes and
outcomes in diverse and subtle ways.
About the speaker: Beyongo Mukete Dynamic is a research officer at
the Australian Centre on China in the World, The Australian National
University (ANU). Beyongo gained his PhD in Political Science from ANU in
2018 and his PhD thesis explored how domestic factors and actors shape
the regulation of Chinese investment in Zambia. Beyongo’s research
interests include China-Africa Relations, international political economy,
BRICS, Africa’s political economy, geo-economics, Australia’s foreign
policy, and political philosophy. He speaks English, French, Russian and
some Mandarin.
Before the seminar: All attendees are invited to join us in the CIW Tea
House from 3.30pm for an informal discussion with the guest speaker
before the seminar.



Committee news, April 2019 meeting
Your committee had its meeting at the end of April 2019 in Woden at the
‘Lemongrass Thai Restaurant’.
Carol provided an update on the information session she had attended
which had been organized by the ACT Government’s Office of Multicultural
Affairs regarding their grants. We have been very grateful recipients over
the years and it is always good to hear of any other tips and to meet and
hear the experiences from peers in the multicultural community.
We talked through the logistics (car pooling) for the bus trip to Braidwood
on Sunday 19 May 2019. Please contact us, if you are still keen to
participate in this – it is a trip that has been in the pipelines for many
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years, so it is very exciting that it is finally getting off the ground, thanks
to our committee member, Alex Olah’s, efforts.
The venue for our June yum cha lunch was decided – it will be at The
Scholar. Keep an eye out in the upcoming newsletters for details. It will be
a perfect way to spend a cold Winter’s day.
A few more details for the tour to China in August – September 2019 were
discussed, focusing on advertising. Please contact us if you are keen to be
part of what will be a very interesting trip focusing on the area around
Beijing. You will find more details in the newsletter.
Carol met with Rupert from the ANUCCME to discuss the annual concert in
October. The venue, timing and title are yet to be determined.
Our meeting ended with a perfectly spicy and tasty dinner, with my
personal favourite the red curry.
The cooler nights have certainly arrived, so stay warm and hopefully sniffle
free.
Your Secretary, Tanja


Horticultural expo worth every penny
By Zhang Zhouxiang | China Daily | Updated: 2019-04-29 07:10

Aerial photo taken on April 19, 2019 shows the venues of the 2019 Beijing International
Horticultural Exhibition (Expo 2019 Beijing) in Yanqing district of Beijing, capital of China.
[Photo/Xinhua]

It will attract 110 countries and international organizations as participants
and more than 120 non-official exhibitors. It will have 41 outdoor exhibition
centers which will host about 2,500 activities, including those involving
artificial intelligence and 5G technology. And it will draw an estimated 16
million visitors both from home and abroad.
4

The 2019 Beijing International Horticultural Exhibition, spread over 5.03
square kilometers at the foot of the Great Wall in Beijing's Yanqing district,
will open on Monday, and its huge collection of plants, flowers and eyecatching pavilions, as well as ideas for green
China is the only developing country to host the International Horticultural
Exhibition thrice－Kunming hosted the first one in 1999 and Shenyang the
second in 2006.
The exhibition centres in both Kunming and Shenyang are today popular
tourist attractions. And both cities saw faster economic growth after playing
host to the expo thanks in part to the increased tourist flow into the cities.

Tour to visit the International Horticultural Expo in
Yanqing, Beijing, 28 August – 12 September 2019
The ACT Branch of ACFS is organising a tour, using China Travel Service
(Aust) Pty Ltd in Sydney, to visit the International Horticultural Expo
being held in Yanqing County, Beijing.
The tour will also visit Chengde, the former imperial summer residence,
one of our Project Hope Schools, and other historic, culturally significant
places in the area around Beijing that are not on the usual tourist trail.
The group will be limited to 16 persons.
The cost of the tour will depend on the number of participants. If we
have 16 it will be $3666 and if we only have 12 it will be $3961 per
person on a twin share basis.
There is a possible vacancy for a single man to share a room: contact
Carol if you are interested.
Single room supplement:$1090pp
A deposit of $500 is required to secure a place on the tour.
The tour leader will be Carol Keil.
If you are interested in coming would you please let me know so we can
get an idea of numbers and to make a booking please contact Carol on
cjkeil@proforte.com.au ph 62478231 or 0417 041148
Inclusions:
* Hotel Accommodation
* Breakfast, lunch and dinner except Day 13
* Transfers, tours, including admission fees
* Airfares including taxes and fuel surcharges
* Local guide
* Tipping

Exclusions
* Visa fee
* Travel insurance
* Travel to/from Sydney
* Personal expenses

Extension of time: It will be possible to vary your return date but you
must indicate this on the booking form and you will be contacted with a
quote.
The complete itinerary is available as a separate document, upon
request.


5

Panda Competition 2019
The Panda Competition is conducted every year by the Australia China
Friendship Society and is open to students from Pre-schools, Primary schools
and High schools in the ACT and Queanbeyan. Society members' children and
grandchildren are encouraged to enter the competition.
The topic for this year’s competition is:
Ancient Chinese Inventions

China is noted for many inventions in the ancient world. The four major
inventions are papermaking, printing, gunpowder and the compass but
there are many other others as well such as: the umbrella, porcelain, tea
production, silk, kites, banknotes and the Chinese junk.
Students are asked to creatively focus on an aspect of this topic. This can
be through a drawing or, painting, creative works such as a collage or 3dimensional construction, an essay, poem, or other creative individual
effort, appropriate to the student’s age and school grade. Pre-school and
year 1 and 2 students can also enter colouring in. If the entry is in
mandarin an English translation must be provided. The entry should be the
work of a single student. If a joint entry for more than 1 student is
submitted only a single prize will be provided.
Only original entries will be accepted: photocopies or scanned copies will
not be considered.
Conditions of entry are:
•
Drawings and combination drawing/words are preferred on A3 paper.
•
Sculptures or collages must have a footprint no larger than an A3
sheet
•
Essays are to be no more than one A4 page.
•
One entry per student. (Entry must be the work of only that student.)
All entries must have the following information provided on or with
the entry or they will be ineligible:
School name:
Teacher’s name
Student Name (First name plus Surname)
Gender

Boy / Girl

Age of student
School Year
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Entries must be received by 5pm Sunday 29 September 2019
Entries should be sent to:

The Secretary (Panda Competition)
Australia China Friendship Society
PO Box 530
Civic Square ACT 2608

Judging of the entries will take place early in the school holidays and
presentation of prizes will be on a date to be advised. When sending in an
entry please include a phone and email contact address so that we
can contact you with the names of the winners and details of the awards
ceremony. If you are posting your entry please email acfsact@gmail.com
so that we can ensure it has arrived.
For further information about the competition or, if you would like to deliver
your entry, please email acfsact@gmail.com


24 Solar Terms: 5 things you may not know about the Start of Summer
Updated: 2019-05-06 09:18:00 ( chinadaily.com.cn )

The traditional Chinese lunar calendar
divides the year into 24 solar terms.
Start of Summer (Chinese: 立夏), the
7th term of the year, begins on May 6
and ends on May 21 this year.
Start of Summer signals the transition
of seasons. On this day, the sun's
rays reach an angle of 45 degrees to
the earth. The temperature will rise
quickly during this period, yet in
northern China weather remains mild,
not tropical.
Here are five things to learn about the
Start of Summer.
Greeting Start of Summer. The term
Start of Summer was originated at the end
of the Warring States Period (239BC).
Since it is a crucial time for the harvest of
summer crops such as wheat and canola,
ancient Chinese emperors in different
dynasties attached great importance to the
Start of Summer.
A painting of Start of Summer from Li Xiaolin. As a
popular young Chinese artist, Li combined the
customs during a solar term and the associated
food and created a series of illustrations named "24
Solar Terms and Chinese Delicacies". [Photo
provided to chinadaily.com.cn]
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In the Zhou Dynasty (1050-221 BC), the
emperor led his officials to stage a
welcome rite for the Start of Summer and
encouraged his residents to seize the key
time to do farm work. It's said that most of
the decorations were arranged in the colour
red, including the emperor and the officials'

dress, the jade pendants, the horses and the flags, in order to show respect to the god of
summer and pray for a good harvest.
Checking one's weight. The custom of
weighing people at the Start of Summer
originated from the Three Kingdoms Period
(220-180) and prevails in South China
today. It was believed this practice would
bring health and good luck to the people
weighted. After lunch on the day of Start of
Summer, people would suspend a stool or
basket from a beam. The young and old took
turns to get weighed while the person
calculating the weight would offer good
wishes and auspicious words. It is said those
who were weighed would stay healthy in the hot summer and those who weren't
would suffer illness.
Eating eggs
In ancient China, people believed a round egg symbolized a
happy life and eating eggs on the day of Start of Summer
was a prayer for good health. They put leftover tea into
boiled water together with eggs and the original "tea egg"
was created. Later people improved cooking methods and
added spices to the eggs to make them taste delicious.
Today tea egg has become a traditional snack in China.

Sea food and Eggs, by
Zhang Dazhuang.
[Photo/artron.net]

Egg Competitions. As an old Chinese saying goes "hanging
an egg on children's chest can prevent them from getting
summer diseases", parents will prepare boiled eggs and put
them in a knitted bag before hanging them on their child's
chest. When at school, children gather together to play egg
competitions by colliding each other's eggs in pairs and the
one whose egg is not broken wins.

Take care of the heart. According to Chinese traditional
medicine, Start of Summer is a key time to moisten the heart.
When the weather grows hotter dampness and heat can affect
human health. Food rich in vitamins and cool in nature is highly
recommended. Vegetables, such as cucumber, tomato,
watercress and celery and fruits that include watermelon, pear
and strawberry are top recommendations.

Watermelons and Cat, by Mi
Chunmao. [Photo/artron.net]
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Guarding a Legacy
Priceless ancient documents at the Potala Palace to get new lease of
life
By Ji Jing · 2019-04-15 ·

Beijing Review Source: NO. 16 APRIL 18, 2019

A panoramic view of the Potala Palace in Lhasa, Tibet Autonomous Region in southwest
China, on November 15, 2018 (XINHUA)

In a hall of the Potala Palace, a treasure trove of Tibetan history and culture
in Lhasa, capital of Tibet Autonomous Region in southwest China, a 7-meter
high book shelf is stacked with priceless ancient documents, including one
written in the 17th century.
Documents are part of the amazing collections in the palace and have
survived hundreds of years. In recent years, they became better protected
as the palace upgraded its fire-fighting facilities. However, dust, mice and
natural aging still remain problems that need to be addressed. Now there's
good news for conservationists and culture lovers. Over the next 10 years,
the Chinese Academy of Cultural Heritage will run a project for preventive
protection, repair, protection through digitalization and display of the
documents. The project will also inventory the documents, recording their
exact number and content. The government has allotted 300 million yuan
($44.8 million) for the work, the administration office of the palace recently
announced.
Leaves from history The documents include Buddhist scriptures and
books on medicine, history and drama written in multiple languages such as
Mandarin, Tibetan, Manchu, Mongolian and Sanskrit. One of the most
precious documents is the pattra-leaf scriptures. Pattra means leaf in
Sanskrit and the text, carved on leaves with bamboo or iron styluses, is
mostly in Sanskrit. Apart from Buddhist classics, they include literature, art,
philosophy, medicine and astrological treatises and throw light on the
culture and history of South and Central Asia. Experts estimate it is the
largest collection of pattra-leaf scriptures worldwide.
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A monk takes stock of ancient documents at the Potala Palace on November 15,
2018 (XINHUA)

To protect these invaluable relics, the palace built a warehouse equipped
with surveillance cameras in 2009 exclusively to store them. In recent
years, efforts have been stepped up to preserving the documents as part of
the cultural heritage protection drive worldwide. However, despite the
progress in the work, the administration office has finished registering only
60 percent of the documents due to their vast number and the fact that
they are kept in different areas of the palace. Although some of the
documents have been published, the content of many remains undivulged.
The project will utilize modern technology, like digitalization, to allow
visitors to explore their scanned versions.
A pearl on roof of the world Located on the 3,700-meter-high Red
Mountain in the heart of Lhasa, the Potala Palace was originally built in the
seventh century by Tibetan King Songtsen Gampo (617-650).
It remained unchanged till the mid-17th century when Lhasa became the
political, religious, cultural and economic center of Tibet and the Fifth Dalai
Lama, the head of the local Tibetan Government, decided to rebuild the
Potala Palace in 1645. It became an important venue where he lived,
carried out religious activities and dealt with administrative affairs.
The palace has been expanded several times since then and listed as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site in December 1994. The main building is 115.7
meters high. It went through the first major renovation in 1989 when the
Central Government spent over 53 million yuan ($14.13 million, at then
exchange rate) and a huge amount of gold and silver to conduct 111
repairs.
The second major renovation took place in 2002 when over 200 million
yuan ($29.8 million) was spent to repair 29 main buildings and 35 attached
ones, a task that took seven years.
Every year, Potala Palace staff paint the exterior, including the walls, doors
and windows. The task takes two months and must be complete before
Buddha's Descent Day, when pilgrims swarm into the palace and pray for
Buddha's descent from heaven on the 22nd day of the ninth month in
Tibetan calendar. The painting practice has lasted over 300 years.
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Workers paint the Potala Palace on October 28, 2016 (XINHUA)

"The Potala Palace is like an elderly man who needs tender care," Tashi
Phuntsok, deputy director of the repair department of the palace's
administration office, told Xinhua News Agency. The repair department has
a team of 65 including seasoned masons, carpenters, bricklayers and
tailors. "Daily maintenance is an important way to … prevent more serious
damage," Phuntsok said.
Currently there are over 400 workers at the administration office. Over the
past five years, the office has registered over 14 categories of artifacts,
recording their age, provenance and dimensions in both Tibetan and
Mandarin. By the end of 2018, over 40,000 Buddha statues, 2,000
thangkas, traditional Tibetan paintings on silk, cotton or paper, and other
artifacts had been digitally recorded.

11

Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form
Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year. The
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.
Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608 are:
Single $20 Family $35 Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25
Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................
Address……………………………………………………………………..……
……………………………………………….………… Postcode ……………
Email………………………………………………………………………………
Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………
Renewal

New Member

Australia China Friendship Society
PO Box 530
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA

ACT Branch Bulletin
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Direct Credit Details:
Beyond Bank
BSB: 325-185
A/C No. 03411481
A/C Name: ACFS ACT
Branch Inc
Ref: Your name

