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For your diary

Fast facts from the Beijing
Review, September 2019

Concert: Dreaming of Jiangnan

▪

The ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble will be joined
by members of the Sydney Conservatorium of Music
Chinese Music Ensemble for a program of music with a
focus on Jiangnan, the area south of the Yangtze River.
Location: Australian Centre on China in the World
Date: Sunday 6 October, 2 - 4.30pm.
Tickets: Adult $20, Concession/member $15,
Student/child
$10, Family $35. Book online
www.trybooking.com/541923.

at

▪

A poster is included at the end of this Bulletin. Please
display it as widely as you can.


Talks at the Asia Bookroom

▪

The Mercenary Mandarin
British adventurer William Mesny
(1842–1919), lived in China for
59 years and became a salt
smuggler, a prisoner of the
Taipings, a customs official, an
arms dealer, and a decorated
general in the Qing military.
Mesny fought against the Miao and
Hui in Guizhou, spoke fluent
Chinese, was twice married to
Chinese women, and later spent
five years travelling right around
the country, from Beijing to the
borders with Burma, Tibet,
Xinjiang and Vietnam. He wrote
opinionated newspaper articles about everything he saw,
including the Taiping, Miao and Hui rebellions, and the
territorial wars with France, Russia and Japan which saw
China lose valuable tributary states. Mesny also knew Li
Hongzhang, Ding Baozhen and Zuo Zongtang personally,
and served as an advisor on modernisation to Zhang
Zhidong. He eventually settled down at Shanghai and
published a weekly magazine about his
experiences, Mesny’s Chinese Miscellany (1895–1905).
Author David Leffman is a British travel writer who
first visited China in 1985. Since then he has written
guidebooks to China, Hong Kong, Australia, Indonesia and
Iceland for publishers such as Rough Guides and Dorling
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▪

▪

Air quality has improved in
Chinese cities this year. Haikou,
Lhasa and Shenzhen ranked in
the top three in a list of 168
cities, while cities in Hebei,
Henan and Shanxi lagged
behind. In the year to May
pollution in the Beijing-TianjinHebei region was down 16.7%,
in the Yangtze River Delta it
was down 8.6%.
China Mobile plans to offer 5G
commercial services in over 50
cities this year. To do this it will
build 50,000 5G base stations.
It aims to expand 5G
commercial services to all
Chinese cities above the
prefecture level by the end of
2020.
VW China says China is the
world’s largest electric market.
VW plans to deliver 22 million
all electric vehicles globally by
2028 more than half will be
manufactured by VW China.
VW plans to deliver 400,000 in
2020 and increase production
to 1.5 million by 2025.
China is a global leading in the
electric car market, 1.2 million
electric vehicles were sold in
China last year, 56% of global
sales. China has about 500,000
electric busses, compared to
the USA which has several
hundred.
China is the biggest producer,
consumer and exporter of
refrigeration products in the
world. An action plan aims to
expand the market share of
green, high-efficiency
refrigeration products, this will
reduce annual power
consumption by 100 billion kWh
by 2022 and 400 billion kWh
annually by 2030. In the
period 2016 to 2020 China’s
energy consumption per unit of
GDP will fall by 11.35%.

Thanks to Neil Birch for
compiling these.

Kindersley. He spent fifteen years researching The Mercenary
Mandarin by following Mesny’s journeys around China, interviewing local
people, and gathering together Mesney's scattered journals, letters and
newspaper articles. The Mercenary Mandarin received positive reviews
in the China Daily and South China Morning Post.
Where: Asia Bookroom, Unit 2, 1 - 3Lawry Place, Macquarie (near
Jamison Plaza), Ph: 02 62515191
When: 6pm Thursday October 3. RSVP by noon on Thursday October 3rd
to books@AsiaBookroom.com or 62515191. Entry by gold coin donation
to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation

The Nail House
Canberra author Gregory Baines talks about his book, a
novella set in modern China against the background of
massive urban and cultural change, and the challenges of
corruption - both domestic and foreign.
Lindon, an Australian project manager with a failed marriage
behind him, is lured to China with the promise of a lucrative
salary. His task: to solve the problem of a ‘Nail House’, the
home of a stubborn old man who refuses to relocate, even as
the bulldozers move in and the skyscrapers grow around
him.
But as Lindon negotiates with the old man’s family, he finds
sense where there is none. And love where there is war.
Author Gregory Baines lived in Newcastle, Sydney and
Tasmania, before attending Newcastle University (NSW)
where he completed an arts degree focused on History
and English. After working for three years as a web designer and project
manager in Sydney, he moved to China to teach.
Stimulated by being plunged into this new world Gregory started to write
frequently while living in China. His short stories were published on Café
Diverso and included in a short story collection published in Shanghai,
Party Like It’s 1984. During his last three years there, he started working
on his debut novella, which he completed upon returning to Australia.
Gregory now lives in a small country village outside Canberra. In his spare
time he likes to paint.
Where: Asia Bookroom, Unit 2, 1 - 3 Lawry Place, Macquarie (near
Jamison Plaza), Ph: 02 62515191
When: 6pm Thursday October 10th. RSVP by noon on Thursday October
10th to books@AsiaBookroom.com or 62515191. Entry by gold coin
donation to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation


ANU China Seminar Series
Proxy or Patriots?: Diasporic Politics and Performance
of the Chinese in Indonesia
10 O c t 2 0 1 9 :
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Chinese Indonesians are a culturally, socially, and
politically diverse group. In the political sphere, and
despite the resistance of many overseas Chinese to
such characterisations, the overseas Chinese in
Indonesia and elsewhere have often been seen as a
resource or proxy for Beijing’s advancement of its
interests abroad.
24 O c t 2 0 1 9 : China and the Global Refugee
Crisis: Beyond Geopolitical Calculations
This paper explores the causes of China’s changing policies
and behaviours related to refugees.
For details on these seminars go to
http://ciw.anu.edu.au/events



Committee News –September 2019 meeting
Your committee met for its September meeting at the ‘Golden King’
restaurant in Phillip.
The intrepid travelers of our committee were welcomed back from their
successful and very interesting Horticultural trip to China. Was great to hear
their stories including the visit to our Project Hope school in Labagoumen and
a catch up with the students who we support. All of our fundraising is so well
received.
We finalised the last few details for Mr Yang’s talk to the club on 25
September 2019. Hoping you can make it! We also made final arrangements
for the ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble’s (ANUCCME) concert on
Sunday 6 October 2019. The ANUCCME has planned a very entertaining
program and the committee will be providing a delicious afternoon tea, so
please pop it in your diaries.
Carol attended the celebration of the 70th Anniversary of the founding of the
PRC at the Hyatt on Monday 23 September. The Ambassador’s speech
contained many interesting and impressive statistics on advances made in
the last 70 years.
The date for the annual judging for the Panda competition was confirmed
with the date for allocation of prizes yet to be decided. The presentation
ceremony at the Embassy has been confirmed as 6 November. Sounds like
the entries are as impressive as ever – thanks to Carol and Brian for storing
them in the interim! The entries take over an entire one of their rooms.
We enjoyed a very filling and tasty meal following the meeting – with the salt
and pepper mushrooms a winner again.
Enjoy the start of Spring – hopefully not suffering too much from hayfever.
Your Secretary, Tanja
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Visit to Labagoumen Manchu Ethnic Minority primary school
Labagoumen is the northern most town in Huairou County and is a 3 hour
drive from Beijing city. We travelled in a very comfortable bus with a new
feature – if one’s seat belt was not fastened a piercing high-pitched sound
ensued. In a bus with 36 seats and a slightly different pitch for each seatbelt the sound was deafening!
Once at the school we were ushered into the school hall where 70 school
students, dressed in their class uniform of green and yellow were sitting on
stools from the canteen and the clapped until everyone was seated.
Dignitaries from the Huairou District, the school, municipal government and
the media sat in the front rows as did our delegation. The media managed to
stand in front of the students blocking their view! Those of us giving
speeches were seated up on the stage.
The format of the ceremony was:
speeches by a representative of the
Communist Youth League of China;
Vice-President Gao from the Beijing
People’s Assocn for Friendship with
Foreign Countries; Carol, President
of ACFS, ACT Branch; a student who
had been a previous recipient of our
donation who spoke (very
nervously) in both Mandarin and
English.
Presentation by the school Principal
of a framed Chinese papercut to
Carol followed by Carol’s
presentation of books for the library
and gifts for the students.
Presentation by Carol of a largescale polystyrene cheque to the
Project Hope representative
Presentation of a certificate of
appreciation to Carol for our
contributions to Project Hope over 18 years.
Brief school tour which included the computer lab, calligraphy and papercut
classrooms
Lunch in the canteen with some of our sponsored students
The school’s principal is very enthusiastic and aware of the need for a good
education for all, especially children in remote areas. Enrolments are falling
which is in line with population in the local villages and towns. The school
now has 125 pupils who board during the week and go home on Friday
afternoon for the week-end. There are 31 teachers and, all students, in
addition to their regular subjects, study calligraphy and papercutting. A
magnificent papercut, done by the students was at the front of the room,
honouring Teachers Day on 10 September. Each member of our delegation
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was also presented with a framed papercut that had been done by the
students, a specially minted Project Hope coin and a Project Hope pin. The
school is very well kept and the classroom floors had all been re-done since
my last visit.
We are the only Friendship Society that has contributed to Project Hope for
18 consecutive years.
The visit was a little rushed but it was a most heart-warming day.
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Horticultural Tour
The following item is a report prepared by Youxie and the media on
our visit to Labagoumen Central Primary School during the recent
Horticultural Tour. It is followed by President Carol Keil’s address at
the school.

Australian friendly group donates to Beijing for 18 years
To honour the 18th anniversary of Australia China Friendship Society,
ACT Branch’s Donation to Beijing Youth Development Foundation, a
celebration has been held by Beijing People’s Association for Friendship
with Foreign Countries (BPAFFC) in the capital’s northeast Huairou
District.
The event took place on Monday, in Labagoumen Central Primary School
− the beneficiary of the first donation made by Australia China Friendship
Society, ACT Branch back in 2002, through Project Hope，a Chinese
public welfare project aiming to help students in poor areas to go back to
school.
Ever since then, the Australian friendly group has made donations of up
to 34,000 Australian dollars, or 160,000 yuan, to about 250 students
in Beijing.
Gao Shuangjin, vice president of the BPAFFC, said Beijing and Canberra
are sister cities, and this charity program ongoing for the past 18 years is
exactly the epitome of the friendly ties. He said the BPAFFC is ready to
work with Australia China Friendship Society, ACT Branch to boost the
vitality of the sisterly relationship and cement public support for
bilateral ties.
“We are very proud of our support for Project Hope and we wish all the
students a bright and hopeful future,” Carol Keil, president of Australia
China Friendship Society, ACT Branch, said in her speech. She also
congratulated the People’s Republic of China on its 70th birthday and
expressed confidence that the friendship between the two peoples will
continue to strengthen and deepen.
At the celebration, President Keil donated the 2019 grant to Beijing Youth
Development Foundation, with books and toys being donated to the
school.
Meanwhile, Beijing Youth Development Foundation issued certificates to
the Australian society, and each Australian delegate was honoured with a
badge and the first set of commemorative coins for public welfare since
the founding of the PRC. The Labagoumen Central Primary School also
presented the Australian delegation paper-cutting as gifts.
Around 120 representatives from both Australia and Beijing attended the
event.
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Carol Keil’s address to the meeting at the Labagoumen School,
9 September 2019
Good morning. My name is Carol Keil and our delegation is from
Canberra, the capital city of Australia. It is an honour to have so many
dignitaries here today and thank you for your very warm welcome.
Australia is a big country but with a small population of only 25 million
and Canberra is a city of 390,000 and is only 106 years old. The
Canberra Branch of the Society has been in existence for 46 years and
our aim is to promote friendship and understanding between the peoples
of Australia and China. We are a voluntary organization with a small
membership.
Each year we sponsor awards for secondary school students studying
mandarin at 12 High Schools and Colleges and for primary and high
schools we run the Panda competition whereby children are asked to do a
drawing or painting or make an object on a particular subject which
always has a Chinese theme. This year the topic is ‘Ancient Chinese
Inventions’. We get many very imaginative entries and last year a 10
year old boy made a beautiful, functioning guzheng.
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Our major event each year is the celebration of the Lantern Festival - the
concluding event for Chinese New Year. We invite performance groups
from the both the Chinese and general community and the celebration is
held in the Canberra Beijing Garden which was a gift from Beijing for
Canberra’s centenary in 2013. Canberra is a very multicultural city and
people from a very diverse range of cultural groups attend the Festival
which means more and more Canberrans are both celebrating and
learning about Chinese festivals.
We became aware of Project Hope many years ago. Education is so
important and to be able to help underprivileged students stay at school
seemed a very worthwhile project. We decided to make a long-term
commitment to support Project Hope. Canberra is a sister-city to Beijing
so we contacted Beijing Youxie and Labagoumen Primary School was
selected for us. 2001 saw our first donation of ~Y12,000 which
supported 21 students.
For the first 7 years all our students came from this school. From 2008
until 2 years ago our students mainly came from Labagoumen primary
and middle schools. Now we are supporting 12 students from 6 different
schools and only 1 from this school.
We receive some basic details about each student every year and we
used to get a letter from most students once each year. We printed the
translations in our monthly newsletter which is sent to all our members.
Receiving the letters makes the sponsorship more personal and we all
enjoyed reading them. We missed receiving letters last year and look
forward to receiving them again this year.
In order to sponsor our students we hold one or more fund-raising events
each year. These events have included guest speakers, special lunches,
market stalls, lantern-making workshops, and the Lantern Festival where
we sell lanterns to the general public.
This is the third time we have visited this school. Angela Wydeveld, who
was our president at the time, came in the early 2000s, I came in 2010
and today we are both here again.
For 3 years we also supported 6 students at schools in Dali.
Unfortunately, when the funding standard increased we could not
continue with them.
Since we began supporting Project Hope we have helped ~250 students
and donated $A34,000 which includes $4,000 for 475 library books which
had just been delivered when I visited in 2010. We have some more
books to give you today.
We are very proud of our support for Project Hope and we wish all the
students a bright and hopeful future.
2019 marks an important anniversary for China – 70 years since its
founding in 1949. I would like to congratulate China on its 70th
anniversary and trust that the friendship between our two peoples
continues to strengthen and deepen.
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Remarks by H.E. Ambassador Cheng Jingye at the Reception
to Celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the Founding of the
People's Republic of China, Canberra, 23 September 2019

Good afternoon! It's a great delight to have you with us today to celebrate
the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China.
70 years ago, the founding of the People's Republic of China, in changing
the destiny of the Chinese people, heralded a new epoch in Chinese history.
Over the past 70 years, under the strong leadership of the Communist Party
of China, the entire Chinese people, through their hardworking and tireless
endeavors, have created a development miracle in human history, resulting
in unprecedented changes and epic accomplishments.
We have established socialist system, carried out spectacular reform and
opening up, and embarked on the path of socialism with Chinese
characteristics.
We resumed sovereignty over Hong Kong and Macao and have advanced
the cause of peaceful reunification of the country.
We have achieved a historic leap in the composite national strength. China's
GDP has increased by more than 450 times in terms of US dollars, with our
economy now accounting for about 16% of the world GDP. Being the second
largest economy in the world, China enjoys a leading position in terms of
trade in goods, manufacturing capacity and foreign exchange reserves. We
built 140,000 kilometers of highways, the mileage of our high-speed
railways comprises two-thirds of the world's total, and among top ten
seaports in the world there are seven in China. The urbanization rate has
increased from 10% to nearly 60%.
We have remarkably improved people's living standards. Over 750 million
people was lifted out of poverty since 1978. The per capita GDP is now close
to 10,000 US dollars. Average life expectancy has been extended from 35
to 77. We have established the world's largest social security system
covering pension, medicare, basic living insurance and proper housing. The
illiteracy rate has dropped from 80% to around 5%, and last year's
10

university graduates numbered 8.2 million. China now has the largest
middle-income population and the fastest-growing consumer market in the
world. Last year, nearly 150 million people traveled abroad.
We have made outstanding progress in science and technology. China has
become a major scientific and technological player, with R&D expenditure
ranking second in the world. China also ranks second in terms of the number
of scientific papers cited and the number of international patent applications.
The contribution of scientific and technological progress to economic growth
in 2018 reaches 58.5%. Achievements such as the manned spaceflight,
lunar exploration project, BeiDou navigation satellite system, quantum
science and AI have captured the world's attention. China also leads in 5G
technology development.
We have achieved major results in green development. China's total
installed capacity of renewable energy accounts for 28% of the world's total.
It is the world's largest producer, exporter and installer of solar panels and
wind turbines. Non-fossil energy accounts for 13.8% of primary energy. We
have 1.7 million electric vehicles - half of the world's total. With the largest
plantation forest in the world, the forest stocks have increased by 2.1 billion
cubic metres.
Over the past 7 decades China has made significant contributions to world's
peace and prosperity. We have played an important role in promoting
resolution to global and regional hot issues. We are the second largest
financial contributor to the United Nations and the largest peacekeeping
personnel contributor among the permanent members of the Security
Council. In the past decade, China has contributed nearly 30% of world
economic growth.
We have promoted global connectivity and infrastructure building through
the Belt and Road Initiative, which has become a widely participated
platform for international cooperation. China has been actively engaged in
global cooperation on climate change, playing a leading role in the
conclusion of Paris Agreement. From 1950 to 2016, a total of more than 400
billion yuan of foreign aid was provided, with more than 5,000 projects.
It has been 70 years of dedication and commitment and 70 years of
miraculous achievements. As a result, the Chinese people have taken a
decisive step in the journey towards becoming richer and stronger. We are
now closer than ever before in achieving national rejuvenation.
Dear friends, today's China has entered a new era. At present, the Chinese
people are striving to achieve the "Two Centenary Goals" with full
confidence. Next year, we will accomplish the building of a moderately
prosperous society in all respects. By the middle of this century, we'll
develop China into a great modern socialist country.
China stays committed to peaceful development and building a community
with a shared future for mankind. China will promote a high level of opening
up to the outside world, in pursuing mutual benefit and win-win outcomes.
In short, it will continue its efforts in building world peace, contributing to
global development, and upholding international order. China's sustainable
development will bring more opportunities to countries around the world.
Dear friends, China-Australia relationship to some extent is an epitome of
the deep integration of China with the world. Since the establishment of
diplomatic ties in 1972, cut-across progress has been made in the bilateral
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relations. The trade volume between the two countries has soared from less
than 100 million US dollars to over 150 billion US dollars. People-to-people
exchanges have started from scratch, with current annual visits in both
directions surpassed 2 million. The development of China-Australia relations
has significantly enhanced the well-being of both peoples. As Prime Minister
Morrison said, 'China is more than a customer, way more'.
China and Australia are important countries in the Asia-Pacific region. There
is no historical grievance or conflict in fundamental interests between the
two countries. Instead, our economies are highly complementary, with
many shared interests and huge potential for cooperation. We both stand
for multilateralism and free trade, and support open global economy. The
1.2 million Chinese-Australians serve as an indispensable bridge and bond
between the two countries. There is every reason to maintain the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in good shape but no excuse to have
the relations hindered or damaged.
China always believes that a sound and stable China-Australia relationship
serves the fundamental interests of both sides and is conducive to the
peace, stability and prosperity of the region.
Both sides need to view each other's development path and social system
in a rational way. It's essential to stick to mutual respect and properly handle
the differences. We need to regard each other's development as an
opportunity rather than a threat, so that mutual trust will be persistently
increased, and suspicion or prejudices be reduced.
We should expand mutually beneficial cooperation, fostering a fair,
transparent and non-discriminatory business environment for each other's
enterprises. We need to deepen people-to-people links rather than erecting
artificial barriers.
It's also important that we work together to uphold multilateral trading
system with the World Trade Organization at its core, while jointly advancing
regional economic integration.
It's sincerely hoped that both countries will pull efforts in the same direction
and take positive steps to overcome the difficulties, so as to push forward
China-Australia relations along the right track.
In conclusion, may I propose a further toast:
To the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China;
To the healthy and stable development of China-Australia relations;
Cheers!
Thank you!
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in the Commonwealth of Australia All Rights Reserved
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form
Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year. The
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.
Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608 are:
Single $20 Family $35 Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25
Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................
Address……………………………………………………………………..……
……………………………………………….………… Postcode ……………
Email………………………………………………………………………………
Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………
Renewal

New Member

Australia China Friendship Society
PO Box 530
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA

ACT Branch Bulletin
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Direct Credit Details:
Beyond Bank
BSB: 325-185
A/C No. 03411481
A/C Name: ACFS ACT
Branch Inc
Ref: Your name

