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For your diary

Fast facts from the Beijing
Review, February 2020

Lantern Festival – note change of date

▪

The Lantern Festival for 2020 will be held on Saturday
14 March in the Beijing Garden, on the lake. This is our
major event for the year and is proving very popular.
Help is needed to both set up the Beijing Garden from
1.30pm and in the evening to help with lantern sales. It
would be greatly appreciated if some of our younger
members could come and join those of us of more mature
years to help at any time from 1.30pm onwards. Please
email acfsevent@gmail.com if you would like to join us.

▪

Help with lantern sales
There is a great need for help with sales of lanterns.
Tasks include handing out lanterns with LED lights and
sticks, and taking payments. There is always a huge rush
just before the lantern parade begins, so at least six
people would be good. The more we have the more we
can organise shifts so some volunteers can see some of
the performances.

▪

Please email acfsevent@gmail.com if you are able to help
us out with the time(s) that you are available.



Annual General Meeting – note change
of date
The Society’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Wed
18 March at the Golden King restaurant, Dundas Court,
Phillip at 7.00pm. Please book by emailing
acfsevent@gmail.com.au by 6 March.

▪

All Chinese citizens will be
able to access traditional
Chinese medicine (TCM) in
their communities by 2022,
according to recently released
guidelines. At the end of
2018, 98% of community
health services and 97% of
township clinics nationwide
were providing TCM services.
Chinese experience has shown
that strengthening rural
transport infrastructure is the
key to boost rural industries.
It is best when integrated with
developments. It is now part
of plans to alleviate rural
poverty.
The ChiNext stock market was
10 years old last October, it
had 774 companies listed with
a total market capitalization of
5.6 trillion yuan. ChiNext,
also known as the Growth
Enterprise Market, is tailored
for the needs of firms
engaged in innovation. It is
the Chinese equivalent of the
Nasdaq.
Shantytown transformation
has been a government
priority in recent years. China
aims to renovate 15 million
dilapidated homes from 2018
to 2020.

Thanks to Neil Birch for
compiling these.

Our committee size needs to increase from its current
seven members so we can spread the workload a little
further. Committee responsibilities are not onerous: we meet once a month for
about an hour and then have dinner at one of the many Chinese restaurants in
Canberra. Our major events are the Panda competition, school awards presentation
and the Lantern Festival and all are most rewarding events to be part of. If you
would like any further information about what being a committee member entails
please contact Carol on 62478231 / 0417 041148 or email cjkeil@proforte.com.au.

Please do consider joining the Committee. It is a pleasant and rewarding experience.


2

ACFS Nomination form
I , __________________________ wish to nominate _________________________

for the position of President / Vice President / Secretary / Treasurer / Committee Member

Signed _______________________ Seconded _____________________

I , __________________________ agree to the above nomination

Signed _______________________ Date ____________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Talk on ‘USA / China, an economic comparison’
Member Alex Olah will give a talk on Wed 8 April at the Southern Cross Club,
Jamison, at 7.30pm. As usual, members and friends are welcome to have
dinner at the club from 6.00pm. Please book by emailing
acfsevent@gmail.com.au by 3 April.



Photo Exhibition:

Beautiful China, Beyond Your Imagination
China is richly endowed with natural resources, which has spawned
numerous unparalleled natural landscapes on its over 9.6 million square
kilometers of land, while the time-honored history of 5000 years civilization
has given China a valuable cultural heritage, that haven’t faded with the
times but crystalized into inviting brilliance of civilization.
China Cultural Centre and China National Tourism Office Sydney have
selected 32 most representative pictures of magnificent Chinese landscapes,
including the Great Wall, Mogao Grottoes, Tai Mountain, Jiuzhaigou and
Potala Palace… Whether you’re a history nut, urban traveller, adventureseeker or museum-goes, please don’t hesitate to dive into the incredible
natural and man-made wonders in this exhibition Beautiful China Beyond
Your Imagination.
Free admission
Time: February 12 – March 6
Venue: China Cultural Centre (Sydney)
Address: Level 1, 151 Castlereagh St, Sydney, NSW 2000
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Chinese New Year dinner
We welcomed the Chinese New Year with a dinner at the China Tea Club,
North Lyneham, on 29 January. A delicious banquet was enjoyed by some 30
members and guests. As he has done many times, Stephen provided a menu
that included special Chinese New Year dishes. Carol enlightened us all with
characteristics of those born in the Year of the rat.



Lantern-making workshop
The Lantern-making workshop was held on Sunday 2 February in the
Community Hall at Cook. Eighteen attendees enjoyed their afternoon and
produced a variety of colourful lanterns.
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Chinese Horoscope 2020 – Year of the Metal Rat
The Year of the Metal Rat 2020 will be a year of new beginnings! New
opportunities for finding true love and earning more money. 2020 is going to
be successful! The Year of the Metal Rat comes right after the Year of the
Earth Pig (2019) and before the Year of the Metal Ox (2021)!
The years of the Rat are: 1912, 1924, 1936, 1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996,
2008, 2020, and 2032.
The Rat is the first sign from the 12 animals cycle of the Chinese Astrology,
and for this reason, 2020 is considered a year of new beginnings and
renewals.
The Metal Rat Year is going to be a strong, prosperous,
and lucky year for almost all Chinese zodiac signs.
Everyone will show determination regarding their
goals, aspirations, and even their hobbies. This is a
great year for founding and evolving. Those who plan
to buy real estate, to start a business or to invest
money in a long-term project have great chances of
being satisfied in the future. But, beware! This type of
initiatives will only be successful if they are carefully
planned.
The beginning of the year, the first days of February are extremely bright
and full of motivation. We’ve received as a gift a new, clean, fresh year, with
no mistakes and no regrets. The Year of the Rat is going to bring us creative
energy, an energy which can manifest by fulfilling plenty of things you wish
in your life. You will have the surety that everything is possible, that you are
the creator of your own life and that yes, you have the power to be whoever
you want to be. Officially, the Chinese year of the rat starts on January 25th,
and in order to have a great year, we are advising to include in the New
Chinese Year’s menu what the Rat likes to eat, which means nuts and all
kinds of cheese, and to wear during the party the most precious clothing and
jewellery, because the rat loves opulence.
The metal element creates water, which means productivity and activity for
the metal industries. These include the production of cars and machinery, IT,
high tech industry, cosmetics, and health. Take advantage of it, it is available
every year and it can be the fundament for new habits and actions that
you’ve wanted to initiate for a long time.
Career and Fortune The Year of the Rat 2020 is under the sign of the
Metal astral element, unlike the Pig Year, which has been under the Earth
element. All the actions initiated this year are driven by success. You need to
follow your goals with confidence and determination. You have to be
relentless in order to accomplish your objectives and never let yourself be
discouraged by failure, problems or difficulties. Although some days you will
prove to be fairly unreasonable, inflexible, and stubborn, you need to count
on your own strength and solve any problems on your own
Love After 2019, a year full of unpredictable situations in love matters,
2020 is going to be more peaceful. Thus, your love life enters a harmonious
path, and communication helps to maintain it. On the other hand, the second
part of 2020 comes with a grating distrust, for which some reasons may
exist, some fictive, some arising from lack of honesty. Compatibility between
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Rat and other zodiac signs: The Rat natives are going to have long-term
relationships with the loyal Ox, adventurous Dragon, and the smart Monkey.
However, they can’t stand the ever-changing Horse.
Health During the Metal Rat Year, apart from the moments when
exhaustion gets to manifest, all the zodiac signs will enjoy good health.
Moreover, the second part of 2020 comes with a lot of energy and overall
wellness so the mental condition gets better and better. In 2020, practicing
sports is still the best medicine and it should be prescribed to each of us for
improving our health, for longevity and for general well-being. Practiced with
regularity, it reduces the medical expenses throughout life, it helps you have
a more restful sleep and it increases the productivity of daily tasks. This is
true for anyone, regardless of your zodiac sign, at any age, child or adult,
young or old, short or tall, fragile or robust, and if it is practiced properly, it
has no secondary or adverse effects.
All throughout 2020, luck is on your side, but you need to seize it as soon as
it knocks to your door. The Chinese say that nothing scares the luck more
than when you doubt it. In turn, those who show enthusiasm and act quickly
will be able to ensure their success.
Numbers: 5, 7, 9
Colours: white, yellow, blue, green, gray, and black
Lucky Days: the 4th, the 8th, the 13th, the 22nd day of every month of the
Chinese calendar
Lucky Directions: southeast, northeast, West
Specific careers: boss, manager, trader, art/film critic, financial expert,
legal expert, scientist, philosopher, politician, musician, businessman, broker,
entrepreneur, criminalist, detective, spy, journalist, writer.
Lucky zodiac signs: Ox, Dragon, Monkey, Pig.
Characteristics of the Metal Rat: Considering the fact that the Rat is the
first of the 12 animals-totem of the Chinese calendar, this is going to be a
year of new beginnings for all types of projects, for business or marriage.
The most prosperous activities are considered to be those speculative, for
which luck is a major factor. The Rat is considered a protector and a bringer
of prosperity in the Chinese culture.
Famous People Born in the Year of the Rat Katy Perry, Antonio
Banderas, Avril Lavigne, Antonio Moreno, Ben Affleck, Bobby Avila, Cameron
Diaz, Carlos Delgado, Winston Churchill, Colin Firth, President Jimmy Carter,
Fernando Valenzuela, Hector Elizondo, Hugh Grant, Jude Law, Julianne
Moore, Justina Machado, Kathy Bates, Kenny Loggins, Marlon Brando,
Mozart, Pedro Armendáriz, President George Washington, Ron Moody,
Samuel J Jackson, Sean Penn, William Shakespeare, Timothy Hutton, Tim
Cook, Mark Zuckerberg, Scarlett Johansson.
In conclusion, the Year of the Rat 2020 will bring beneficial situations,
opportunities, meetings with special people, luck, and also balance situations,
dilemmas, and changes that can push us out of our comfort zone. It’s up to
us how we use them and especially how we perceive the experiences we
encounter.
Source: https://www.thechinesezodiac.org/horoscope-2020/
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People Before Profits
A foreigner living in China shares her experience during the novel
coronavirus outbreak
By Rebeca Toledo · 2020-02-14 ·
20, 2020

Beijing Review: NO.8 FEBRUARY

A customer selects vegetables at a supermarket in Chongqing, southwest China, on February
5 (XINHUA)

I was in Thailand during the Lunar New Year holiday when the news of the
spread of the novel coronavirus in China really started heating up. I still had
another week of travel before heading home to Beijing on February 1, and
the rising number of text messages and calls from family and friends was
really starting to make me nervous.
Even though several Chinese friends and colleagues stayed in steady contact
with me, keeping me up to date on developments, the headlines about the
virus' spread and ensuing panic were taking their toll on me. By the time I
was ready to leave for Beijing, I was sure it was a big mistake.
My airline posted mixed messages about whether I would be quarantined,
detained or refused boarding. I arrived at the airport expecting the worst,
but was able to board my flight and make it to Beijing with no problems, only
being stopped to have my temperature taken. Upon arrival in China's capital,
medical personnel boarded and inspected the plane before we were let off.
With hardly any cars on the road, I got to centrally located Xicheng District in
record time. At the gate of my apartment complex, two people who identified
themselves as community workers asked me to sign in and specify where I
had been, particularly if I had been to Wuhan, Hubei Province in central
China, where the virus first appeared, which I had not. They took my
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temperature, asked me how I felt and told me to let them know if I needed
anything. I appreciated the concern.
I already knew the Chinese Government had asked people to stay home,
avoid going out unless necessary, wear a face mask while out and wash
hands regularly. Without knowing what to expect, I ventured out to the
supermarket, where the usual Saturday bustle was eerily absent.
There was plenty of fresh produce and meat, as well as other foodstuffs and
paper goods. Nothing was in short supply and prices were about the same as
always. Chinese people at the store were friendly and orderly; there was no
mad rush to horde. It was then that I started to relax. All the news I had
heard while out of the country was proving to be false.
The government had extended the Spring Festival holiday and urged all
companies that could to have their employees work from home. That
included me, so I settled into a routine of working, watching the news,
cooking, eating, napping, exercising and staying in touch with folks.
I went out every couple of days to get supplies and every time, there were
more people on the street, not normal levels by any stretch, but more.
Neighbours greeted me and asked me how I was doing, and an unexpected
snowfall made Beijing especially beautiful.
While I was away, China had begun construction on two hospitals in Wuhan
which were finished the week I returned. How was this even possible?
President Xi Jinping had said the priority was people's life and wellbeing, and
I was beginning to see it. China is able to pull the country's resources
together to focus on a problem because socialism with Chinese
characteristics can work miracles.
For example, a large portion of medical expenses is being waived as an
encouragement for people to seek treatment. As of February 6, about $9.5
billion had been allocated for epidemic prevention and control. The
production of face masks and other protective medical supplies is being
streamlined and carried out around the clock.
Private and public hospitals, hotels and other places in Hubei are being used
to quarantine and treat infected patients. The dispatch of medical workers
from all parts of China is being well-coordinated.
The government has even waived payments on mortgages and loans while
people are not working. It prohibited airlines and railways from charging
customers fees for changes and cancellations and announced severe
punishment for anyone caught price gouging or hording.
I lived in the U.S. through the AIDS pandemic in the 1980s. The Ronald
Reagan administration ignored the crisis for years and stigmatized the
victims of the deadly disease instead of helping them. Once pharmaceuticals
made medications available years later, their costs still condemned most to
death. The stampede toward profits painted a tragic picture.
In New York City, where I lived, major snowstorms easily pushed gas and
food prices up to exorbitant levels. Every winter, people died in the cold
because they could not afford to pay for heat, while thousands, mostly the
sick and elderly, died from the common flu.
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But in China, the effective, swift and compassionate battle against the virus
has served as a calming balm for me. I have readily put my trust in the
Chinese Government knowing that it is putting people before profits.
The author is a Costa Rican living in China


Digital Maps Help China Track People Flows Amid Epidemic
Beijing Review 2020-02-18 ·

Source: Xinhua News Agency

Digital maps have become a key part of China's prevention and control of the
novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) as people gradually return to their cities
of residence after an extended holiday. Local governments are cooperating with
mapping service providers to trace the passenger flows in cities and take
prevention measures based on the data.
A big data platform developed by Baidu Map updates the population flow data of
more than 300 cities every day, including where the passengers come and go,
each city's migration scale and trend, as well as urban travel intensity, providing
comprehensive information of population flow for the public, media, government
and scientific research. The platform shows that the overall scale of the postholiday travel rush has dropped significantly compared to previous years.
From the first day of the Lunar New Year to February 16, the average congestion
distance on expressways decreased by 86.6 percent nationwide and the
passenger flow in transportation hubs was only 35.6 percent of the same period
last year. However, Xu Yahua, an official with the Ministry of Transport, warned
that passenger transport is returning to normal levels as people start returning
to work. The comparison of population flow before and after the holiday shows
that there are still a large number of people who have yet to return to their work
cities. The country's biggest cities including Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and
Shenzhen will be the hottest destinations for passenger inflow in the following
weeks, according to the big data platform.
Local governments can pay close attention to the latest data of population flow
on the platform to make sufficient preparations for epidemic prevention and
control, said Li Ying, vice president of Baidu and general manager of Baidu Map.
A voice broadcast function to inform drivers of epidemic checks has been
launched on the Baidu Map app in a dozen cities. Traffic police can mark the
location of epidemic checkpoints on the platform and app users will hear the
voice prompt set by the police when nearing the checkpoints. Citizens can also
use the map app to check whether there were once COVID-19 patients on the
vehicles they took or in the places they have been to, in order to confirm
whether they are at risk of infection.
Another leading Chinese mapping service provider AutoNavi has opened an
online function to the public to detail the passenger flows of the Beijing subway.
Citizens can open the updated AutoNavi app and check whether different subway
stations are crowded. The passenger flow density is graded with the colours red,
yellow and green. The subway passenger flow data of the app is provided by the
Beijing Municipal Commission of Transport. Li Meng, a researcher from Tsinghua
University, suggested that traffic departments better cooperate with tech firms
to provide citizens with the latest public traffic information.
Auto Navi said it is willing to provide the service to more traffic departments of
other cities.
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Lantern Festival
Saturday 14 March 2020

5.30pm to 8pm
Beijing Garden, Lennox Gardens, Flynn Pl, Yarralumla
Bring your own picnic (only water and snacks for sale) and
enjoy the colour and spectacle
(For possible cancellation visit www.acfs.org.au )

Entry is Free.
Bring your own lantern or buy one there. Prizes for the best hand-made
lanterns.
For further information please email acfsevent@gmail.com or ring Carol on 6247 8231
Proudly sponsored by the ACT Government Office of Multicultural Affairs
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form
Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year. The
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.
Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608 are:
Single $20 Family $35 Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25
Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................
Address……………………………………………………………………..……
……………………………………………….………… Postcode ……………
Email………………………………………………………………………………
Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………
Renewal

New Member

Australia China Friendship Society
PO Box 530
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA

ACT Branch Bulletin
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Direct Credit Details:
Beyond Bank
BSB: 325-185
A/C No. 03411481
A/C Name: ACFS ACT
Branch Inc
Ref: Your name

