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Coming events  
  

 

The corona virus is impacting all our lives, mostly to a greater rather than 

lesser extent.  Whilst the number of cases in China is on the wane, Australia is 

at the other end of the spectrum.  Many of our members are in the highest risk 

category and with the latest restrictions announced by the Prime Minister it will 

not be possible to hold any functions in the next 2 months or maybe over an 

even longer period.  We have cancelled Alex’s talk to be held on 11 April.  We 

will plan for future activities and as soon as it safe for us to hold indoor or 

outdoor functions we will set a date(s) and let you know. 

In the meanwhile, as we have all been advised, minimise contacts with others 

and keep a social distance. 

Carol Keil 
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Annual General Meeting  

The Society’s Annual General Meeting was held on Wed 

18 March at the Golden King restaurant, Dundas Court, 

Phillip at 7.00pm. Existing Committee Members were re-

elected and a delicious banquet was enjoyed at what was 

probably the last outing for most of us before self-

isolation. 

 

 

 

Letter from a Project Hope student 

 

Following is a letter of thanks from a 15-year-old female 
student from Beijing Huairou No. 1 High School, who has 
received a scholarship under Project Hope, translated by 

Teck Lee. 

 

Dear Members of the ACFS 

 

First up, let me say “thank you!” from the bottom of my 
heart for financially supporting me in my education. It’s a 

fact that my family is not well-off, and I am not a brilliant 
student; but I have a belief: with determination and 
perseverance, I will succeed. The journey of life is long, 

and you have kindly paved part of the way for me, which 
is a great help. In response to your generosity, I will 

prepare myself to be of service to my community in 
future. 

 

Yours respectfully 

Xu Bo 

 

 

President’s report for 2019  

As presented at the AGM 

2019 saw the 70th anniversary of the founding of the 

People’s Republic of China and also saw the appearance 
of the corona virus and the subsequent devastating effect 

on Chinese citizens and subsequently the world’s citizens.   
 
We have had a good year in terms of activities for 

members and promoting Chinese culture to Canberrans 
however our membership continues to decline (it is now 

78).  It is very difficult to attract new members as social 
media rather than gatherings is the way people seem to 
interact these days.   

 

Fast facts from the Beijing 

Review, March 2020 

▪ The population of mainland 
China passed 1.4 billion people 
at the end of 2019, an increase 

of 4.67 million in a year.  The 
working age population 
declined by 890 thousand, 64% 

of the people.  The working age 
population (16 to 59) has been 
declining since 2013, until then 

working age was defined as 
between 15 and 59 years of 
age.  The number of people 

aged 60 and over increased by 
4.39 million, 18.1% of the 
population.  The number of 

babies born has declined for 
three years running, 14.65 
million babies were born in 

2019, 580 thousand fewer than 
2018.   China ended the one 
child policy in 2016. 

▪ Smartphone payment services 
that the use QR code 
technology in China surged in 

2019.  QR codes look like 2 
dimensional bar codes.  Over 
50 million businesses used 

WeChat Pay, one of the two 
major third-party payment 
platforms in China.  WeChat 

Pay transactions increased by 
62% in 2019.  Taking orders 

through QR codes has become 
trendy at restaurants in China 
with 53% of diners paying with 

WeChat Pay.  WeChat Pay is 
also used for taxis, booking 
hotels and buying event tickets. 

▪ Chinese investment in North 
America and Europe hit a 9 
year low of $US19 billion in 
2019, 83% down from its peak 

in 2017.  The reasons include 
restrictions on outbound 

investments by China and 
changed regulations in the 
recipient countries.  

 

Thanks to Neil Birch for 

compiling these. 
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We had a good range of functions during the year: 2 film evenings :The Road 

Home’ at the Jamison Southern Cross Club and ‘Forever Young’ (which was 
not quite what was expected) at the Canberra Labor Club in Belconnen; only 

one talk this year By Minister-Counsellor Yang Zhi on China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative from a cultural perspective; a most interesting tour to historic 
Braidwood organized by Alex and a curated tour of the Chinese Art 

Exhibition, which also featured the Harvest of Endurance Scroll, at the 
National Museum of Australia.  Jeff Culnane, a former president of the 

Society and a life-member, and I were both invited to the official launch of 
the exhibition. We helped with arrangements for the ANU Chinese Classical 
Music Ensemble’s concert ‘Dreaming of Jingnan’ which was held in the China 

in the World Centre.  The Ensemble was joined by members of the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music Ensemble for an excellent afternoon which 

unfortunately was not as well attended as we’d hoped.  We held dinners at 
Chinese New Year and Christmas and a June yum cha lunch.   
 

We also conducted a very successful tour to Hebei Province and the 
International Horticultural Expo. 

 
An important aspect of the Society’s work is the promotion of Chinese culture 

in schools.  The Panda competition was again held for primary and high 
schools with the topic this year being ‘Ancient Chinese Inventions’.  We had a 
record no. of entries (500) from 15 schools and awarded 87 prizes and 

certificates.  Prizes and certificates were presented by Minister-Counsellor 
Yang and Counsellor Xu at a ceremony at the Chinese Embassy which was 

attended by Principals, teachers, students, parents and Society members 
who helped with the organisation of the day.  It was a most rewarding and 
memorable day for all who attended. 

 
Awards for the best and most improved students of mandarin were presented 

to students from 12 High Schools and Colleges, at a ceremony hosted by 
Minister Counsellor Yang Zhi at the Cultural Office attended by ~70 students, 
parents, teachers and members.  Mandarin is also taught in a number of 

private schools and colleges so we will need to consider extending the 
awards. 

We continue to support Project Hope students: 1 girl and 2 boys at 
Labagoumen primary schools,  1 girl at a Yanqing primary School, 3 girls at a 
Huairou middle school, 3 girls and 1 boy at a Miyun primary school and  1 

boy at the Senior High school in Labagoumen.  Funds to support these 
students came from a variety of sources: profits from lantern sales at the 

2019 Lantern Festival; a portion of the profits from the ANNUCCME concert in 
October and $1200 from the Horticultural tour.  Trash and Treasure stalls at 
the Fyshwick Markets , which in the past have been very successful, are no 

longer viable as the Markets no longer make a charity stall available so we 
will have to come up with some new ideas. 

 
We obtained a grant from the ACT Government for the Lantern Festival but 
owing to the corona virus and the anticipated weather we had to cancel this 

year’s festival after deferring it from February.  I would particularly like to 
thank Tanja for all her efforts co-ordinating performers as not only did we 

have to defer, which we did with a week’s notice, but then had to cancel 
which necessitated many emails and phone calls.  We did hold the lantern-
making workshop but it was very poorly attended. 

 
The newsletter, which continues to report on our activities and provide items 

of interest, plays an important role for the Society as for many members this 
is the only contact they have.  Thanks go to Jean, who is the editor, to Neil 
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who provides Fast Facts, to Teck who regularly sources items of interest and 

to Roger Arnold for his most interesting contributions on living in China.   
 

Our website which helps us to maintain our profile is most capably managed 
by Siew-Gim McGregor and we have started using Facebook to promote our 
events.  

 
We have enjoyed close contact with and received considerable support from 

the Chinese Embassy and in particular the Cultural Office.  We received 
literature, prizes and gifts for the Lantern Festival, Panda competition and 
School Awards; the Embassy hosted the Panda competition presentation; the 

Cultural Office hosted the school awards and their representatives attended 
all these events.  We greatly value and appreciate the Embassy’s support and 

extend our sincere thanks and look forward to continuing our very close 
relationship.  Mr Yang’s term as Cultural Counsellor has almost finished and I 
would particularly like to thank him for his very strong support for the 

Society.  He was instrumental in arranging for the panda completion 
presentations to be held at the Embassy and also hosted the school awards 

presentations and a number of other events at the Cultural Office in O’Malley.   
 

The Society places great reliance on the committee: Tanja Naeher – 
secretary and co-ordinator of performers for the Lantern Festival, Neil Birch - 
treasurer, Jean Norman - editor and lantern-workshop co-ordinator, Teck Lee 

- functions co-ordinator, Alex Olah – who has done a terrific job as publicity 
officer and John Wong PA co-ordinator.  Our committee worked together very 

harmoniously and I would like to thank all the members for their support and 
hard work.  I would also like to thank the Society members who have helped 
at our events during the year.  And as a final note it would be heartening to 

see more members attend and help out at our various events. 
 

 
Carol Keil 
President 

20 March 2019 
 

 

Humble House 
 

Roger from the Humble House Gallery has provided the following advice. 

Humble House is unique with its three main areas: a downstairs 

showroom with gallery and museum upstairs. The museum is used for 

conducting talks about Chinese furniture with local, interstate and 

international groups. At this stage no presentations will be held until further 

notice. The current art gallery exhibition Oriental: Art and Architecture was 

curated using paintings and architectural house features from our own 

collections. Over the next couple of weeks all pieces will be photographed 

and made available as an online exhibition only. 

To ensure compliance with government measures both the gallery 

and museum areas are currently closed. 
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On the positive side... 

The showroom is open with a maximum of 6 people allowed in at any one 

time. All visitors will have access to hand sanitiser.Priority access will be 

given to those who book. To book a visit call on 6228 1988 or 0416075356 

or email roger@humblehouse.com.au 

Online services: Trying to be optimistic, we see this as an opportunity to 

expand our online offering. Currently, artwork by our family of artists is 

available online. We are also working hard to increase the number of 

furniture and decor items available online.  

We can also give you a tour of the showroom using video through apps 

including Skype, Facetime, Wechat and Whatsapp. Just call or email us to 

make a time. 

Pickups at our door and deliveries to your home can be easily arranged. 

Call on 62281988 or 0416075356 or email roger@humblehouse.com.au
 

 

 

Bushfire relief 

Our Secretary’s husband, Michael Ashley, has wanted to do something to 

help with the devastating bush fires over summer. He designed both a poster 

and t-shirt, donating the net profits to a few worthy causes. Michael was 

overwhelmed by the response – both from the general public and from 

emergency workers. The image of Pooh standing on the Clyde with a sign 

saying ‘Thankyou’ really spoke to the those who know the drive only too well 

down to the South Coast. Michael received requests from some of the 

interstate emergency workers for an adapted version. They loved the image, 

mailto:roger@humblehouse.com.au
https://humblehousegallery.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jhhrirn-xxlriidd-y/
https://humblehousegallery.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jhhrirn-xxlriidd-j/
mailto:roger@humblehouse.com.au
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but did not quite understand the reference to Pooh, so Michael made some 

changes to the original version, replacing Pooh with a Koala. After further 

requests, he then also designed a picture which included a sign listing more 

ACT centric signs and one dedicated to the airborne firer fighters who had 

been fighting the Snowy Mountains fires, including an attempt to save the 

Koala Sanctuary. 

In total, Michael raised a little over $14,000, with donations split between 

‘BlazeAid’, ‘Slabs for Heroes’, ‘Cobargo Community Bushfire Recovery Fund’ 

and ‘Two Thumbs Wildlife Trust’. He is very grateful for such a generous 

response from the public and being able to help out a little with the fire relief. 

 

 

 

Letter from Zhanjiang – Roger Arnold 

It’s China, but not as we know it. 

 

"It is not life as we know or understand it, yet it is obviously" life in China 

..... This quote, from Spock of Star Trek, keeps springing to mind as I 

contemplate our life here in China over recent months. Life has been very 

different from the effervescent tempo we had become used to, and 

thoroughly enjoyed, over the past 20 years or so.  

For us, the realization that a real problem was brewing within the country 

happened much the same way as Ernest Hemingway described going 

bankrupt: “Gradually, then suddenly.” In the week or so leading up to 

Chinese New Year, we had heard some news about some new virus that was 

spreading in Wuhan and nearby, but here in Guangxi and Guangdong 

provinces no one we knew seemed overly concerned. Maybe that lack of 

concern was because people were focused on Chinese New Year preparations 

including returning to hometowns for the upcoming long holiday and, for my 

wife and I, the challenge and excitement of settling into a new job, a new 

apartment and a new city.  

The day before Chinese New Year’s Eve we embarked on a 3-hour bus 

journey from our new city of Beihai back to our home in Zhanjiang. Looking 

back, we seem to remember being a little surprised at being the only 

passengers on the bus and that 

the roads were unusually quiet. 

At the time though, we just 

counted ourselves lucky to be 

enjoying such personal service, 

with our minds occupied by the 

excitement of heading home and 

kicking off our 7-day holiday. 
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Our Chinese New Year celebrations proceeded much as usual; a big family 

dinner on New Year’s Eve followed by stunning views from our own balcony 

of countless fireworks launched from nearby villages throughout the later 

part of the evening. On the morning of Chinese New Year’s Day, we 

embarked on our traditional new year’s bike ride, stopping along the way for 

coffee and the chance to enjoy snippets of lion dances being held outside 

various shops, hotels and restaurants to bestow good fortune for what lay 

ahead in this the Year of the Rat. All around, locals were still upbeat, relaxed 

and very much in a sociable, festive mood.  

Later the same day though, troubling news reports and messages from 

various friends started alerting us that the virus – covid-19 – was seriously 

troubling and spreading quickly, with urgent steps needed to curb wider 

transmission. By the afternoon of the second day, people in our city were 

being warned to curb social interactions and contact with those outside of 

their own abodes. Then on the morning of the third day, a close friend of 

ours arrived at our doorstep bearing a gift of vital supplies: facemasks. Up to 

this point, I hadn’t given such things a thought, but through his incredibly 

thoughtful act he really brought home to us the fact the country was facing a 

really serious situation. 

Soon, we learned that many restaurants, cafes shops, places of 

entertainment and even gyms were being shut down. Suddenly, all the usual 

jovial Chinese New Year socialising with wider family, friends and colleagues 

ceased. And, people wisely started embracing the advice and directives to 

stay at home. Not surprisingly, the roads around town became eerily quiet 

while city’s buses were devoid of passengers.  

For us, being at home on holiday with government warnings against 

socialising or meeting up with friends and family was, in many ways, a 
blessing. With no compunction about days of idleness, we set about enjoying 

multiple days of relative leisure at home in our wonderful apartment. We 
spent these days enjoying long morning walks in the park adjacent to our 
apartment complex (face masks on), reading books, cooking wonderful 

meals, movie nights, writing long emails to friends and finally getting some 
semblance of order into the collection of photos that I have amassed since 

moving to China. Then, just as the holiday was drawing to a close, the 
government wisely decided to extended the Chinese New Year holiday from 7 
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to 10 days – a decision that I’m sure was received with a certain joy by 

many, including of course myself.  
 

But after our very leisurely 10-day Chinese New Year holiday, the time came 
for us to head back to Beihai and resume work, or at least try to. But, on the 
morning of our departure, we discovered that most long-distance bus 

services had been suspended, especially inter-province ones. Fortunately, the 
company I work for rallied to our rescue and a car and driver were 

dispatched to Zhanjiang to get us back to Beihai; this was another blessing in 
disguise as it afforded us the opportunity to take far more luggage back with 
us, than we could’ve, had we travelled by bus.  

 

Back at work, life in office was very, very different. With many people initially 

encouraged to work from home, the place seemed largely deserted and very 

peaceful. But, with few people in the office, there was really no problem 

ensuring adequate social separation and with many people at home, most 

meetings during the first couple of weeks were conducted over the internet – 

even if some of the participants were actually sitting in adjacent offices. 

Gradually though, the company encouraged people to start coming into the 

office, while abiding by strict virus prevention protocols, including 

temperature checks each morning on arrival, filing of daily health and status 

reports by all employees, wearing of facemasks, regular handwashing and 

keeping at least 1.5 m apart from other colleagues (even during face to face 

meetings). But perhaps one of the most noticeable changes was lunchtime in 

the canteen. Up to Chinese New Year lunch had been a very sociable, jovial 

affair. But suddenly it was transformed, becoming quiet and subdued, as a 

limit of 1 person per table was imposed, stifling most conversation and 

making lunchtime look more look like a high school exam was in progress.  
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Outside of work, our life has also been transformed. Whenever one ventures 

out into the public realm, face masks are compulsory. But, except for 
heading to work or for forays to buy food, such venturing out has generally 

been actively discouraged. And when one does leave through the gate of our 
residential compound, like most residential compounds, body temperatures 
are checked on both departure and arrival; similarly at all supermarkets, 

local wet-markets and shopping malls (where few shops have been open 
anyway). All around us, the cityscape was also transformed. Countless red 

government banners, sporting proclamations in bold white Chinese 
characters were strung around streets and new billboard advertisements put 
up extolling the importance of abiding by virus prevention measures. Some 

of those I observed and managed to translate included: ‘Face mask or 
respirator – it’s your choice’; ‘Go 

out as little as possible, wear a 
mask when you go out’; ‘Wash 
hands; wear facemask; keep 

distance from others’. 
 

One of the biggest changes to our 
lifestyle though has been brought 

about by the prolonged closure of 
most restaurants, cafés and fast-
food outlets, except for takeout or 

delivery orders. Chinese people 
love to eat and it’s one aspect of 

life in China that almost all 
foreigners visiting or living here 
really love about the place: 

frequently eating out and being 
able to enjoy countless wonderful 

restaurants and the camaraderie 
and social opportunities of sharing 
meals with friends. But, up till a 

few days ago it had been over two 
months since we’d been out to a 

restaurant or even to a café – all 
our evenings and weekends have 
been spent relaxing at home and 

enjoying great home cooked 
cuisine. But it seems not all Chinese are so blessed with good cooking skills; 

instant noodles have regularly been stripped from the shelves in our local 
supermarkets – here toilet paper is never in short supply but people really 
worry about how they’d get by without noodles. 

 

Just last weekend though, things really started looking up here in southern 

China. Most restaurants seem to be busy cleaning and opening up, new sign 

boards were being affixed above the awnings of many small restaurants, and 

a lot more people started venturing out on the streets. We even managed to 

find a couple of delightful cafés that had reopened in Beihai’s alluring old 

streets. So, here's hoping the former Chinese joie de vivre continues 

returning to our part of the world and that problems caused by the covid-19 

virus in other countries are soon to abate. 
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Strokes of Support 

Big-hearted cartoonist encourages the use of art for emotional 

therapy  

by Zhao Wei  ·  2020-03-08  ·   Source: Beijing Review NO.11 MARCH 12, 

2020 

 

My daughter cried to go grocery shopping with her mom. Her mom told her it was 

dangerous to go out. Ok, let daddy go then, she said (COURTESY PHOTO) 

Li Qing, a nurse at the Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hospital in Guangdong Province, south 

China, was sent to work in Wuhan, the epicenter of the outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus disease in Hubei Province in central China, as a member of the provincial 
medical team. But during her stint in the city under lockdown, the 30-year-old did 

another duty as well. She "curated" an "exhibition" organized to provide emotional 
support to the medical workers soldiering on in the face of risk and death. 

The display, put up at the building where she and her peers have been billeted in 

Wuhan, consisted of cartoons created by a fellow spirit. Lin Dihuan, a graduate from 
the Department of Clinical Medicine at the Zhongshan School of Medicine, Sun Yat-
sen University, is a university teacher and photographer as well as a cartoonist. 

On February 1, when the "exhibition" opened, art critics may have found it a 
primitive affair. All the cartoons were downloaded from the Internet and the bare 
printouts were stuck on the wall using transparent tape. However, all the medical 

team members loved it. 

"I could imagine the smiles on their exhausted faces when they saw the cartoons," Li 
said. "Our focus as medical workers here is to cure patients and instill confidence in 

them that they will be cured. However, we are often tired and overstressed 
ourselves, especially weighed down by our protective clothing, goggles and face 
masks which are also very restrictive. Spiritual support is important at this moment, 

and Lin's cartoons provide that." 
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Far away from central China, Lin, working in Guangzhou, capital of Guangdong 

Province in south China, came to know his cartoons were being used to encourage 
the medical team. So he decided to send some gifts to these special fans. He 

selected a batch of high-definition cartoons that he described as "warm and 
inspirational, both to encourage persistence and help to relax" from his collection 
over the years, adding some new ones drawn especially for the event. 

In addition to the artworks, he also sent 300 custom-made chocolates packed in 
boxes with his cartoons on top. They were his Valentine's Day gift to the medical 
team, who called those their sweetest presents. 

"I pray that they don't get anxious during their hard work and that their moods are 

lightened," Lin said. 

His cartoons began to go public since 2015, when he stared posting them on the 
Internet. They were reposted by viewers and brought him a lot of admiration and 

encouragement. His posts on his WeChat public account XiaoLin, which is also his 
nickname, have received more than 100,000 views. 

Lin's cartoons present a single and simple scene with a few economic strokes. They 

come with a short punchline that is easy to understand. A salient feature of the work 
is his use of ink painting. The technique emerged in the Tang Dynasty (618-907) and 
flourished in the Song Dynasty (960-1279), with the emphasis on brushwork shades 

of black and the depiction of the perceived essence of the subject instead of accurate 
but blind imitation. 

In November 2016, the 24 Chinese solar terms, the traditional periods marked in the 

Chinese lunisolar calendar calculated according to the movement of the moon and 
the sun to facilitate agriculture and related activities, were added to UNESCO's 
Intangible Cultural Heritage List. Lin had a part in the process. His paintings on the 

24 solar terms were used as a promotional poster when the Chinese Government 
applied for inclusion in the list. 

According to Lin, he seeks to capture the spirit of the times and observe ordinary 

people's spiritual life. Art, to him, has the function of healing, like medical science. 
He joined the Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hospital last year as a visiting professor where 

he was responsible for setting up a new therapy department based on the 
humanities and arts. The therapy explores the introduction of a comprehensive 
method by integrating music and painting into clinical medicine to improve the 

efficacy of treatment of cancer patients and patients with chronic cardiovascular 
diseases. 

On February 26, the Wuhan Center for Disease Control and Prevention distributed 

1,000 free copies of Wuhan Must Win, an inspirational booklet to encourage patients 
and medical staff. The book contained Lin's cartoons to comfort readers and make 
them smile. 

Lin hopes people pay attention to their mental health as well while they are confined 
to their homes during the outbreak. "There could be an emotional storm in the 
future. The turning point of the epidemic has not yet come, but the turning point in 

the heart is of vital importance. You can be the hero of this sad situation if you can 
control your emotions," he said. And his wish is to continue helping as many people 

as he can through his art to prevent emotional injury. 

Thanks to Teck Lee for this item. 
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form  

 Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year.  The 
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.  
 

Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608
 
 are:   

Single $20   Family $35   Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25 

    

Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................  

  

Address……………………………………………………………………..……
  

  

  

……………………………………………….………… Postcode  ……………  

  

Email………………………………………………………………………………  

    

Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………  

    

Renewal    New Member   

    

Direct Credit Details:  

Beyond Bank  
BSB: 325-185  

A/C No. 03411481  
A/C Name: ACFS ACT  
          Branch Inc  

Ref: Your name  
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