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For your diary
Film night

Fast facts from the Beijing
Review, September 2019
▪

There will be a screening of the film Forever Young on
Wed 20 November in the Whitlam Room at the Labor Club
in Belconnen.
Forever Young is a 2018 Chinese epic drama film
written and directed by Li Fangfang. The film stars Zhang
Ziyi, Huang Xiaoming, Chang Chen, Wang Leehom and
Chen Chusheng.[3] The film is about four generations of
Tsinghua University graduates, spanning a hundred years
of modern Chinese history since World War I,[4] from the
1920s, the 1940s, the 1960s till nowadays, no matter
how time changes, there are always people who insist on
their dreams.
The screening will begin at 7.30 and members and friends
are welcome to meet in the bistro for dinner from
6.00pm. Please book by emailing acfsevent@gmail.com
by 17 November.

▪

▪



Christmas dinner
Members and friends will gather for a Christmas dinner on
Monday 16 Dec at YumCha@CBD, 32 West Row, Civic, at
7.00pm. The cost of the meal will be ~$28 per person.
Please book by emailing acfsevent@gmail.com by 13
December.

▪

Free parking after hours is available in the carpark next to
the Police Station on London Circuit, and $2 parking is
available after hours in the Canberra Centre carpark.


Chinese New Year dinner
We will also welcome the Chinese New Year with a dinner
at the China Tea Club, North Lyneham, on 29 January at
7.00pm. The cost will be ~$28 per person. Please book
by emailing acfsevent@gmail.com by 23 January.


▪

China is the world’s fastest
growing cybersecurity market; in
the next 5 years it is expected to
grow at 25% pa. The average for
the world is expected to be 9.4%
pa. China is already the world’s
second largest by expenditure.
But as a proportion of
information technology spending
it is still below average.
China’s annual water usage is
about 600 billion cubic metres.
Water efficiency has been
improving. In 2018, 66.8 cubic
metres was used for 10,000 yuan
of GDP and 41.3 cubic metres for
10,000 yuan of value-added
industrial output, down about
19% and 21% from 2015,
respectively.
Overseas markets have become
increasingly important to Chinese
mobile game developers. In
2018 overseas revenue increased
by 30% year on year to be about
25% of total revenue, which
grew by only 3.1%. In 2018,
authorities tightened regulations
on the mobile gaming industry in
2018.
Crayfish production in China is
booming, output in 2018 was
1.64 million tons, the total
farming area was 1.12 million
hectares. Hubei province
produced about half the nation’s
total. Many leading e-commerce
enterprises participate in crayfish
logistics and catering,
contributing to the construction
of the sector’s cold chain delivery
and logistics system.
China’s Nuclear Safety
Administration has issued a new
general technical requirement,
which has been well received by
the International Atomic Energy
Agency. Nuclear power accounts
for 4% of electricity in China.

Thanks to Neil Birch for
compiling these.

Lantern-making workshop
The Lantern-making workshop will be held on Sunday 2 February from 1.00 to
4.00pm in the Community Hall at Cook.
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Lantern Festival
The Lantern Festival for 2020 will be held on Saturday 8 February in the
Beijing Garden, on the lake. This is our major event for the year and is
proving very popular.
Wanted: help with a PA system
Our long-term sound man for the Lantern Festival has retired so we are
looking for anyone who may have or knows someone with an outdoor sound
system we could use for the Lantern Festival for a suitable fee as commercial
systems are very expensive to hire. Please email acfsevent@gmail.com or
ring Carol on 62478231 if you can help.


Australian Centre on China in the World
14 N o v 2 0 1 9 : Korean research on the ‘Belt & Road Initiative’ (BRI)
ANU China Seminar Series
This seminar examines research trends on the ‘Belt & Road Initiative’ (BRI) through
the use of Social Network Analysis (SNA) and Co-word Network Analysis. Research
on the BRI considers the complex interests of participating and neighbouring
countries, and the way in which promotion of the BRI is related to political,
economic and social issues in China.

06 D e c 2 0 1 9 : Digital Text Analysis in Traditional Chinese Studies
Conference
The first of its kind in Australia to examine the scope of state-of-the-art
computerized textual analysis of traditional Chinese texts, this workshop will bring
together distinguished international experts in the combined fields of Chinese
studies and Digital Humanities (DH).

17 D e c 2 0 1 9 : International Conference on China and the World
The Columbia-Harvard China and the World Program (CWP) is co-hosting a
conference with the Australian Centre on China in the World (CIW) in Canberra
Australia's Australian National University (ANU) for this years CWP Conference.

For more information go to Australian Centre on China in the World
ciw@anu.edu.au.


Committee News – October 2019 meeting
In October, your committee met at the ‘Chinese Inn’ restaurant in Kippax for
its meeting.
We debriefed on our events since the previous meeting, in particular on the
ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble’s (ANUCCME) concert early October
2019. All agreed the venue was outstanding and the musicians extremely
talented.
Final arrangements for the Panda competition logistics were made. With over
80 prizes being awarded this year, the organisation leading up to the
ceremony (judging and assigning awardees with gifts appropriate to age and
level, then printing and sorting of certificates), as well as preparing for the
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award ceremony to be held at the Embassy on 6 November has been a big
effort – the committee thanks Carol and Brian for the use of their home to
store entries and as the judging and gift allocating venue.
The committee was busy between the September and October 2019
meetings, preparing and submitting an application for the ACT Government’s
Multicultural grant. Fingers and toes crossed we are successful, as this is
much appreciated financial assistance towards the Lantern Festival.
We organized details for our November 2019 event open to all – a film night
– hope you can make it. It’s also that time of year again, to plan for our preChristmas dinner, Chinese New Year dinner as well as starting to plan for the
2020 Lantern Festival. Keep an eye out for event details in the newsletter.
Your committee enjoyed a delicious meal at the end of our meeting – the
eggplant hotpot with prawns was a winner dish!
Hope you are enjoying the warmer weather.
Your Secretary, Tanja


OBITUARY - Betty Ablett
Readers may remember Betty Ablett who sadly passed away recently, aged
97.
Betty was a founding member of the ACT Branch when it was a sub-branch of
the NSW Branch in the 1960s and served on the committee from then until
the early 1980s, overseeing the transition from sub-branch to full branch in
1973. She was instrumental in organising the major exhibitions held in the
Albert Hall in 1975 and 1977 and the visits of Han SuYin and George Hatem
(Ma HaiDe) in the 1970s.
Betty was also the co-founder with her husband of the well-known and very
successful Canberra-Queanbeyan trucking haulage company Abletts
Transport, still operating today. Through this connection Betty was able to
arrange for ACFS materials to be transported around the country free of
charge, mainly items for exhibitions and books in English to be sent to China.
Betty is survived by three children, her husband and one son having predeceased her.
Always with a smile on her face and plenty of ideas to contribute, we will
miss her.
Geoff Winter
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Panda competition
This year’s Panda competition saw the most entries
(500) from the most schools (15) we have ever
had. The topic was Ancient Chinese Invention and
students had made models or drawn pictures of an
astonishing array of inventions including: the
umbrella, kite, earthquake detector, Chinese puzzle
box, fireworks, paper, porcelain, tea, wheelbarrow,
loom, woodblock printing, Chinese junk, cross bow,
abacus, printing press, Chinese Coins, compass,
fan, rockets and Chinese soccer. Initially all entries
came to my house and a week later Amanda
Andrews, Corinne Zhang, Jean Norman and I
judged them and awarded some 87 prizes – 50 for
artworks, including kites and 37 for sculptures.
Teachers then came and removed all the
unsuccessful entries so that I had some of our
house back. A couple of weeks later Amanda,
Tanja and I then had the difficult task of allocating
prizes to all the prize-winners who were aged from
5 to 16. Most of the prizes had been purchased in
China on my last 2 visits or from a shop in Sydney
where we have been buying our paper lanterns, to
sell at the Lantern Festival, for many years. Roger
Arnold, our member in China, had also bought
items for us and the Embassy provided books and
some pandas. Jean prepared certificates for each
of the winners. Names of the winners, who were
each allowed to bring one guest, were written on
invitations which were then posted or handdelivered to each school by Neil, Jean, Tanja, Teck
and I.
The prize-giving ceremony was at the Chinese
Embassy on 6 November and was once again a
very happy and successful event. There were
speeches by myself and Minister-Counsellor Yang,
followed by 2 short performances including a
calligraphy demonstration – one by children from
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the Embassy and the other by a choir from Telopea Park School. Minister-Counsellor
Yang and Counsellor Xu presented the prizes and certificates and after a group photo
all enjoyed a buffet lunch. The Embassy had also prepared gift bags for the school
Principals, the choir members and all the winning students.
Thanks go to members Neil and Gerd for checking invitations at the gate, John C and
Teck for directing attendees, Jean and Sue for looking after certificates and gift bags,
Abel for holding up artworks and Lucy and Amanda for holding up models for all to
see. Amanda, Jean and Tanja also devoted considerable time to the judging of
entries and allocation of prizes.
All the Principals, teachers and parents I spoke to said what an excellent event it had
been and they were so pleased to be given the opportunity to participate in the
competition and to visit the Embassy.
Carol Keil
Photos by Brian Keil
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China Horticultural Expo Tour, Aug-Sept
The tour began with a meeting of the
thirteen participants at Sydney Airport. We
flew to Beijing and met our guide Candy
Wang. We were then bussed to our hotel in
Pinggu, the peach-growing capital of
China.
The tour started the next day with a visit
to the Karst Caves in the Pinggu District
Jingdong (stalagmites and stalactites). We
returned to this area the next day to view
(and, for the adventurous, to climb up to)
the world’s largest glass-floored sight –
seeing platform (many, many steps to
reach the platform!) in the Stone Forest
Area.
Next was a visit to Chengde to the 5 storey
Buddha Temple with a gold plated roof and
the Emperor’s Summer Palace Resort
(where we had a picnic in a pavilion until
officials told us to desist). We then had a
quick look at a paper cut factory.
Our Great Wall walk was at
Huanghuacheng (many, many steps again
but a spectacular view). The next day saw
us visit the Guyaju Caves at Yanqing. This
is the largest cliff-dwelling site discovered
in China. Some caves have doors,
windows, brick beds, kitchens, and there
are some 137 dwellings carved into the
cliffs. Very impressive!

A visit finally to the Horticultural Expo was next on the list.
Numerous well displayed pavilions of many countries with
the massive International Pavilion a centre piece (the
Australian pavilion was a disappointment!).
Bus trips to Nuanquan in Yuxian County and Jiming Yi in
Huailai County allowed us to visit walled ancient towns.
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The latter was interesting for
its role as an official post
town where horse riders
delivered and received
official documents.
One of the highlights of the
trip was the visit to the
Project Hope School in
Labaguomen, outside Beijing.
This school is well established
and we received a warm
official welcome. Carol
presented a donation cheque
to the school on behalf of the
ACFS. We then toured the
school and viewed a very
interesting display of the
children’s work. On the way
back to Beijing we visited the
brand new and impressive
Conference House where the
Chinese President has already
met many other world leaders
at a recent international
conference.
Next day we visited the
Temple of Confucius, and
made an official visit to the
Beijing Peoples Association for
Friendship with Foreign
Countries Headquarters to
meet and lunch with senior
members of the staff.
To end it all we had a farewell
dinner at which we expressed
our thanks to Candy, our
guide.
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The tour was on the
whole was well
organized (a few
hiccups) but for me
the most rewarding
was the opportunity
to visit places off
the main “tourist
track”
Many memories.
John Corcoran
Photos by
Brian and
Carol Keil
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form
Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year. The
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.
Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608 are:
Single $20 Family $35 Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25
Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................
Address……………………………………………………………………..……
……………………………………………….………… Postcode ……………
Email………………………………………………………………………………
Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………
Renewal

New Member

Australia China Friendship Society
PO Box 530
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA

ACT Branch Bulletin
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Direct Credit Details:
Beyond Bank
BSB: 325-185
A/C No. 03411481
A/C Name: ACFS ACT
Branch Inc
Ref: Your name

