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Chinese New Year dinner      12 February 

Lantern Festival       27 February 
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Chinese New Year dinner 

The first function for 2021 will be Chinese New Year 
dinner at the China Tea Club restaurant, North Lyneham, 

on Friday 12 February. The chef always provides a special 
menu for this important holiday. Please book by emailing 

acfsevent@gmail.com by 5 February. 

 

 

 

National Gallery 

of Australia 

XU ZHEN®: 

ETERNITY VS 
EVOLUTION 

until 14 March 2021, 

free 

Xu Zhen is one of 
China’s most significant 
artists and activists. His 

recent work centres on 
sculptural installations, video and performances that 
challenge cultural assumptions, question social taboos 

and comment on the idea of art as a commodity. This is 
the artist’s first solo exhibition in Australia. 

 

 

Lantern Festival 
 

Planning is underway for the Lantern Festival on 27 

February 2021 in the hope that Covid and other 

considerations allow it to go ahead. The Lantern-making 

Workshop, however, will not be held as it would be too 

difficult to observe Covid spacing and sanitising 

requirements in an indoor (and possibly hot) location. 

 
 

 

ANU Classical Chinese Music Ensemble 

The ANU Classical Chinese Music Ensemble will perform for the City Renewal 

Authority's Lunchbox Acoustic program. 

This is what was said about recent performances: " ... when the ANUCCME plays the 

audience is much more engaged and interested than with other groups." 

Performances will be on the third Monday of each month from January through June 

in City Walk, near the Carousel, from 12.00 to 1.20pm. (Jan 18, Feb 15, Mar 15, Apr 

19, May 17 and June 21.) 

Fast facts from the Beijing 

Review, December 2020 

▪ The Yarlung Zangbo Canyon in 

Tibet is the world’s deepest 

canyon with a maximum depth of 

6,009 meters. It is 504.5 km 

long making it the world’s 

longest canyon.  In 2019 nearly 

half a million people visited the 

area; facilities are being 

upgraded to make it even more 

attractive to tourists.  

▪ A new variety of soybean 

developed in Heilongjiang 

Province has produced a record 

yield for the region of 5,034 kg 

per hectare.  A member of the 

development team said the new 

record shows we still have much 

room to improve the soybean 

yield. 

▪ Preparations for a national park 

management plan to protect the 

Great Wall sections in Gansu 

Province are underway. The 

Gansu section of the wall is 

3,654 km long at its western 

end.  The Jiayuguan Pass marks 

the Great Walls western end; it 

was constructed between 1372 

and 1540.   

▪ The Three Gorges Project was 

certified as full functional and 

completed on 1 November.  

Construction began in 1994.  Its 

34 turbines have a generation 

capacity of 22.5 million kilowatts.  

It has reduced flood peaks by 

about 40%.  

 
 

Thanks to Neil Birch for 

compiling these. 
 

mailto:acfsevent@gmail.com
https://nga.gov.au/xuzhen/
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ANU China in the World Centre 

Blogs & News  

Twitter storm in a cup — Zhao's tweet 

Yun Jiang and Adam Ni, China Neican 

Yun and Adam explain why PM Scott Morrison's reaction to China's 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesperson Zhao Lijian's tweet might 

have been counterproductive. 

 

Podcast — Trade-offs and troubles in the Australia-China 

relationship 

Mark Kenny, Democracy Sausage  

Australia’s relationship with China continues to deteriorate, whether 

that’s through inflammatory tweets or trade troubles. Jane Golley, 

Yun Jiang and Marija Taflaga join Mark Kenny to discuss the bilateral 

bust-up. 

 

The Yijing Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism with Chinese 

Characteristic 

William Matthews, Made in China Journal 

Yijing plays a very practical role in helping people participate in the 

challenges and opportunities contemporary society presents. 

 

Swinburne looks to cut all foreign language studies as pandemic 

bites 

Adam Carey and Anna Prytz, The Age 

"Units in Chinese, Japanese and Italian languages will be discontinued 

if the changes go ahead."  

If you'd like to support the campaign to keep Chinese at Swinburne, 

emails of support, however brief, can be directed to Emily Dunn 

ecdunn@swin.edu.au. 

 

 

 

Website 

The Society’s website (www.acfs.org.au) is in need of development.  We 

have many photos and often items of interest that could be included such as 

panda competition entries, planting of the friendship tree to name just a 

couple.  Siew-Gim MacGregor is our webmaster  and is happy to upload any 

content that is prepared. 

Is there a member with the skills and enthusiasm to take on this task? Please 

contact Carol Keil on 6247 8231. 

 
 

 

 

https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=1d995ecf4a&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=cc2240764f&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=9d16e011f3&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=807f8f7fb8&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=807f8f7fb8&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=bf1670d724&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=bf1670d724&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=2a18fa316f&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=2a18fa316f&e=8f3b5bdd52
mailto:ecdunn@swin.edu.au?subject=Keep%20Mandarin%20Program%20at%20Swinburne
http://www.acfs.org.au/
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=6614b78d9f&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=298c03bc3f&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=45ca4d2085&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=b678997d2b&e=8f3b5bdd52
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Committee News - December 2020 meeting 

We held our last committee meeting for 2020 at what has become our 

meeting home during COVID times, the ‘China Tea Club’ in North Lyneham.  

Those who had participated in the friendship tree ceremony debriefed about 

the event demonstrating friendship between the people of both Australia and 

China. Carol was applauded for not only volunteering an enormous amount of 

time and effort into the organizing of the event, but also for addressing a less 

than satisfactory account of the event published in the Canberra Times, 

through a letter to the editor which was published on Saturday 4 December 

2020. Carol’s letter clearly explained the context and purpose of the event. It 

will certainly be lovely to watch the friendship tree grow over the years in the 

Beijing Garden. 

We talked through a few more arrangements for the Christmas Dinner at the 

‘Golden Drum’ restaurant on University Avenue, Civic. Hoping you can 

attend, although with the year that is still happening, we understand if it is 

not possible. The menu is certainly filled with delicious dishes, and there has 

been consideration given by the restaurant to provide good options for gluten 

free. 

A few events which fall at the start of the new year, including the 2021 

Chinese New Year celebration and the Lantern Festival were touched on, with 

initial preparations beginning. Of course, the extra precautions with COVID 

will still need to be considered, particularly for the Lantern Festival, however, 

with a COVID plan at the ready we are hoping that we can go ahead with the 

event. 

Our last meeting for 2020 finished with a delicious meal – with the bean dish 

my pick of the night!  

In case we do not catch up at the Christmas Dinner, we wish you and yours a 

good festive season after such a changeable and for many at times 

distressing year. Hoping that 2021 will be calmer. 

Your Secretary, Tanja 

 

 

 

Christmas dinner 

Thirty members and friends, joined by Minister-Counsellor Yang, his wife Yafen and 

Simon from the Cultural Office and 3 members of the ANU Chinese Classical music 

Ensemble, enjoyed a delicious Christmas dinner at the Golden Drum restaurant on 

Wed 16 December. A banquet menu was varied, starting with a dumpling and 

finishing with a mystery sweet, with many tasty dishes in between. 
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Photos from Christmas dinner at the Golden Drum 16 December 2020 by Simon Liu 

 

 

 

Planting a friendship tree  

 

Following the planting of the friendship tree (as reported in the November 

Bulletin), the Canberra Times published an article that took an incorrect, 

political interpretation of the event, and cropped Carol out of the photo. 
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The committee decided that we could not accept this irresponsible journalism 
and drafted a letter to the editor that was published on 4 December, without 
any editing and with a positive headline: 
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Festival 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Getting to Know China: Appreciation of 100 Chinese Characters, Ministry of Culture of 

the People’s Republic of China. 
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form  

 Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year.  The 
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.  
 

Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608
 
 are:   

Single $20   Family $35   Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25 

    

Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................  

  

Address……………………………………………………………………..……
  

  

  

……………………………………………….………… Postcode  ……………  

  

Email………………………………………………………………………………  

    

Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………  

    

Renewal    New Member   

    

Direct Credit Details:  

Beyond Bank  
BSB: 325-185  

A/C No. 03411481  
A/C Name: ACFS ACT  
          Branch Inc  

Ref: Your name  

  

  

 

   

 

 

Australia China Friendship Society  

PO Box 530  

CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA  

ACT Branch Bulletin  
    

 


