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Christmas dinner       16 December 

Chinese New Year dinner      12 February 

Lantern Festival   27 February 
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Christmas dinner 

The final function for 2020 will be a Christmas dinner be 
held at the Golden Drum restaurant, University Avenue at 
7.00pm on Wed 16 December. A banquet menu will be 

arranged at a cost of $30. Please book by emailing 
acfsevent@gmail.com by 11 December. 

 

Chinese New Year dinner 

The first function for 2021 will be Chinese New Year 
dinner at the China Tea Club restaurant, North Lyneham, 
on Friday 2 February. The chef always provides a special 

menu for this important holiday. Please book by emailing 
acfsevent@gmail.com by 5 February. 

 

 

National Gallery 

of Australia 

XU ZHEN®: 

ETERNITY VS 
EVOLUTION 

until 14 March 2021, 

free 

Xu Zhen is one of 
China’s most significant 

artists and activists. His 
recent work centres on 
sculptural installations, video and performances that 

challenge cultural assumptions, question social taboos 
and comment on the idea of art as a commodity. This is 

the artist’s first solo exhibition in Australia. 

 

Lantern Festival 
 

Planning is underway for the Lantern Festival on 27 February 2021 in the hope that 

Covid and other possibilities allow it to go ahead. The Lantern-making Workshop, 

however, will not be held as it would be too difficult to observe Covid spacing and 

sanitising requirements in an indoor (and possibly hot) location. 

 
 

 

Welcome 

Welcome to new members Michael Poole, Kate Reid-Smith and Kenneth 

Doust. 

 

 

 

Fast facts from the Beijing 

Review, November 2020 

▪ Since 2014, 100 million people 

have moved from rural areas of 

China into towns and cities.  In 

2013, 35.9% of were registered 

as living in towns and cities and 

by 2019, 44.4% were in towns 

and cities. 

▪ China remains Airbus’ largest 

market, where they expect to 

deliver 100 aircraft to China this 

year.  Their original goal was 160 

planes, but due to Covid only 14 

aircraft were delivered in the first 

half of 2020.  Air trips in China 

have recovered to 80% of their 

level 12 months ago, the number 

of flights is 90% of last years. 

▪ Rio Tinto and Dalian Port Co. Ltd. 

signed a memorandum of 

understanding to build an iron 

ore blending and distribution 

centre.  The ore will be sold to 

steel enterprises in China, Japan 

and the ROK. 

▪ Tap water has now reached more 

than 80% of the rural population 

of China.  The 13th Five-Year plan 

(2016-20) has consolidated and 

improved the water supply 

security of 256 million people.  

 

Thanks to Neil Birch for 

compiling these. 
 

mailto:acfsevent@gmail.com
mailto:acfsevent@gmail.com
https://nga.gov.au/xuzhen/
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ANU Centre for China in the World event 
 

CIW Annual Lecture: Five Eyes, One Tongue and Hard of Hearing 

−Australia and Asia in China’s Century, 5-6.30pm, 2 December 2020 

Professor Louise Edwards, UNSW 

 
How does “Asia” manifest in Australia? How does our current crisis with China 

reflect deeper problems in Australia’s engagement with Asia and Asian 
Australians? What does speaking with, and listening to Asia require and what 
benefits will it bring? 

 

 

From the National Library of Australia 
 

Catalogue Clippings: Chinese-

Australian Celebratory Embroidery 

This celebratory wall hanging, in red silk, 

acknowledges the relationship between 

prosperous Chinese and their European banker. 

The presentation text and signatures 

are embroidered in gold thread and the hanging 

also features peacocks, cranes, flowers, rocks 

and earth. All these elements represent wishes 

for long life, success, happiness and prosperity 

for the recipient 

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-137329521
 

 

 

 

Committee News - November 2020 meeting 

The ‘China Tea Club’ in North Lyneham was the venue for our November 

2020 committee meeting.  

Much of the meeting was around the final details for the friendship tree 

planting ceremony, which has been a long time in the making and all 

involved were incredibly happy that we could hold the ceremony before the 

year’s end. It was considered significant to be held in 2020, the 20th 

anniversary of the Canberra and Beijing sister city relations. Carol must be 

thanked for taking the running on the event – from organising a new plaque 

(more involved than what you might imagine!), and the ANU Chinese 

Classical Music Ensemble to perform at the event, to liaising with Mr Yang 

from the Embassy and the ACT Government which manages the Beijing 

Garden, sending official invitations (a feat in its own right, as had to wait for 

the outcome of the recent ACT election and naming of Ministers and Shadow 

Ministers) and of course purchasing the tree! As I write the committee news 

on the eve of the tree planting ceremony, the only thing which couldn’t be 

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-137329521
https://nationallibraryofaustralia.cmail19.com/t/i-l-mgdktt-jhukhtiykd-a/
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scripted, seems to also have shone in our favour – forecast of a slightly 

cloudy, but warmish and dry day! 

Some further attention was given to organizing the annual ‘Christmas 

Dinner’. The ‘Golden Drum’ restaurant on University Avenue, Civic (near the 

Llewelyn Hall and ANU) has been booked for the 16 December 2020. We are 

still finalizing the menu, and are certain it will be a delicious way to celebrate 

what has been a trying year. 

On the topic of meals, we briefly mentioned the Chinese New Year 

celebration in 2021 – for now, please pencil in 12 February 2020 with the 

China Tea Club in North Lyneham the venue. 

After all of this organizing your committee enjoyed dinner, with the eggplant 

dish my favourite for the night.  

Wishing you a safe lead up to the end of 2020 and hope that you are not 

suffering (too much) from hayfever at the moment! 

Your Secretary, Tanja 

 

 

 

Planting a friendship tree  

On a perfect spring day, 18 November, more than 50 people gathered in the 

Beijing Garden for the planting of a tree in recognition of the long standing 

friendship between the people of Australia  and China. The event was the 

result of many months’ (years even) of effort on the part of Carol Keil.  It 

was also an occasion to mark the 20th anniversary of the sister city 

relationship between Canberra and Beijing. 

Representatives of Chinese community organisations in Canberra joined 

members of our Society, the Ambassador Mr Cheng Jingye, Brendan Smyth, 

Commissioner for International Engagement, embassy staff and friends for 

the occasion which included music from the ANU Chinese Classical Music 

Ensemble. 

 

as reported in Xinhua: 

Tree for friendship with China planted in Australian capital  
 

Tuesday, November  24, 2020 

Source: Xinhua| 2020-11-18 19:05:52|Editor: huaxia  

CANBERRA, Nov. 18 (Xinhua) -- A "Tree of Friendship" was planted in the 
Australian capital Canberra on Wednesday in a move to enhance relations 
between Australia and China. The tree was jointly planted by Chinese 

Ambassador Cheng Jingye and Carol Keil, president of the Australia China 
Friendship Society Australian Capital Territory (ACT) branch. 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of sister cities between Canberra 

and Beijing. The crab apple tree to mark the bilateral friendship was 
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planted by Lake Burley Griffin in the Beijing Garden, which was 

inaugurated in 2014 as a centennial gift from Beijing.  

The proposal by the Australia-China Friendship Association of the ACT to 
plant a friendship tree has given expression to its good wishes for 

furthering people-to-people ties between China and Australia," said the 
ambassador.  

Crab apple was selected "because of its strong vitality with beautiful 

flowers and rich fruits," he said. "In Chinese traditional culture, it is also 
highly admired as a symbol of moderateness and happiness. It is also 
used to express homesickness. These features and symbolic meanings 

are in line with our expectation for China-Australia relations," he added. 

Keil said the tree was planted "in recognition of the long-standing 
friendship between the peoples of Australia and China." "In this troubled 

time, it is a very good thing to do," she said. 

The Australia-China Friendship Association of the ACT was founded 46 
years ago, and has been working to promote mutual understanding and 

friendship between peoples from Australia and China. 

Yang Zhi, minister-counsellor for culture at the Chinese Embassy in 
Australia, told Xinhua that there are many ordinary people like Keil in 
Australia who expect to see a better relationship between the two 

countries. "While there are noises, voices of these friendly people should 
be heard, which is why this tree planting event so significant," he said. 

Chinese Ambassador Cheng Jingye (1st R) and Carol Keil (1st L), 

president of the Australia China Friendship Society Australian Capital 

Territory (ACT) branch, plant a "Tree of Friendship" in Canberra, 

Australia, Nov. 18, 2020. A "Tree of Friendship" was planted in the 

Australian capital Canberra on Wednesday in a move to enhance relations 

between Australia and China. (Photo by Liu Changchang/Xinhua) 
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"We will continue to improve the people-to-people relationship," said 

Brendan Smyth, commissioner for international engagement of the ACT. 
Smyth noted that after the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted and 

international flights resume, he expected to see more exchanges between 
Chinese and Australian delegations.  

 

President Carol Keil’s speech from the tree planting event 
 
My name is Carol Keil and I am the president of the Australia China Friendship Society 

ACT Branch.  I would like to welcome His excellency Mr Cheng Jingye, Ambassador of 

the People’s Republic of China, Mr Brendan Smyth Commissioner for International 

Engagement, Andrew Yan, Co-ordinator General of the Federation of Chinese 

Associations , the 9 Presidents and vice-presidents of member associations of the 

Federation, ACFS Society members, representatives from the Chinese Embassy and 

members of the ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble.    

We are here today to plant a tree – symbolizing the long and enduring friendship 

between the peoples of Australia and China. 

The ACT Branch of the Australia China Friendship Society was established in Canberra 

some 46 years ago.  Our aims are the promotion of friendship between the peoples of 

Australia and China.  We are an apolitical association so our endeavours are 

concentrated in the areas of education and culture.  For over 20 years we have been 

sponsoring disadvantaged children in China to remain in school and for more than 25 

years we have promoted China’s culture to school children in the ACT through our 

annual panda competition and awards to students of mandarin.  Since 1987 we have 

brought the Lantern Festival to Canberrans.  I would like to mention two memorable 

events in our recent history: the first was the 25th anniversary celebration of diplomatic 

relations with China which was held in the Great Hall of Parliament House and was 

organised solely by the Society with Gough Whitlam as guest speaker ,and the second 

event was the torch relay preceding the 2008 Olympic Games.  I had the great honour of 

being one of the torch bearers and our Society was the only Association represented in 

Commonwealth Park to promote Chinese culture. 

 

Friendship is something that persists through good times and bad.  We are only a small 

Society but we have been a strong friend to the people of China since our inception.  

There is no better way to cement this friendship than by the joint planting of a tree by 

Ambassador Cheng Jingye and I in this beautiful garden that was a gift from Beijing for 

Canberra’s centenary. 

Thank you. 

I would now like to invite the Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China his 

Excellency Mr Cheng Jingye to make a short speech. 

 

[Ambassador Cheng and Brendan Smyth, Commissioner for International Engagement 

for the ACT Government, spoke.] 

This marks the end of the formal speeches.  Our next item is the planting of a Malus 

Ioensis ‘Plena’ a crab apple tree that has beautiful pink and white blossom in the spring.  

It was selected to fit in with existing plantings.   

Before we move over to my right for the actual tree planting  I would like to thank the 

ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble for providing such lovely background music and 

they will continue to play whilst we plant the tree.  
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More photos of the tree planting courtesy of Brian Keil 
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Below is the second of the Highly Commended stories from the Panda 

Competition 0200, by Calum Davis, age 13, from the Kingsford Smith 

School. 
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Book series takes deep dive into Chinese characters 

By Zhao Ruixue in Jinan | chinadaily.com.cn | Updated: 2020-11-24 09:16  

For Zeng Zhenyu, an expert in studying the Chinese language for over three 

decades, Chinese characters carry both philosophical thoughts and cultural 
genes in their images and meanings, thanks to their evolution over 
thousands of years.  

For instance, the character "仁", which means "benevolence", was written on 

oracle bone in the form of a single person on the left and two horizontal 

strokes on the right side, which shows a kind of relationship between 
persons, said Zeng, a professor at the Advanced Institute of Confucian 

Studies at Shandong University. "Then in the Warring States Period (475-221 

BC), it is used to make phrases with '义' which 

means righteousness, to create more meanings," 
Zeng said. To share the essence of the character of 

"仁", Zeng wrote a book which uses 200,000 words 

to analyze the character across its history, 

discussing the philosophical thoughts represented 
by it at different times. 

The book is one of 10 in a volume titled The 

Chinese Character, published on Sunday. Zeng is 
the chief editor of the volume. 

The Chinese character "仁" inscribed on oracle 

bone. [Photo by Zhao Ruixue/China Daily]  

The other nine books each focus on one character, 

including "孝" and"礼", which means filial piety 

andcourtesy respectively. Each book contains 

around 200,000 words and illustrations to show 
their changes. 

Given the volume's contents, which required a lot of research on the 

characters' origin, their changes and the main thinkers and events related to 
the character during each dynasty, the first 10 books were written by 
different experts from universities and academies and took 8 years to 

complete. 

Zeng said they will publish another 90 books over 20 years, with each book 
focusing on one Chinese character. 

The books are easy to understand for people who are beginners in learning 

Chinese culture as they contain many cases and stories, said Ding Weixiang, 
a professor of the Philosophy and Government School of Shaanxi Normal 

University.  

"Readers are able to look into the development of the Chinese people 
through the character's evolution," Ding said. 
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form  

 Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year.  The 
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.  
 

Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608
 
 are:   

Single $20   Family $35   Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25 

    

Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................  

  

Address……………………………………………………………………..……
  

  

  

……………………………………………….………… Postcode  ……………  

  

Email………………………………………………………………………………  

    

Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………  

    

Renewal    New Member   

    

Direct Credit Details:  

Beyond Bank  
BSB: 325-185  

A/C No. 03411481  
A/C Name: ACFS ACT  
          Branch Inc  

Ref: Your name  

  

  

 

   

 

 

Australia China Friendship Society  
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