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Planting a Friendship tree 

In 1992 the Society had a tree-planting ceremony at the 

Chinese Embassy where Ambassador Shi Chun Lai and 

Carol planted a Grevillea robusta (silky oak) in the 

foreground of the Embassy.  Unfortunately the tree did 

not survive and the site has since been covered by  a 

carpark.  Some years ago  we suggested replacing the 

tree and the suggestion was made that the Canberra 

Beijing Garden may be a better location.  After much 

discussion we now have a  date for the planting of a 

Malus ioensis ‘plena’ a beautiful crabapple tree. 

The ceremony will be in the Canberra Beijing Garden at 

11am on Wednesday 18 November.  Carol and 

Ambassador Chen Jingye will plant the tree.  We hope to 

have some ACT government representatives attend as 

well as the Chinese media. 

This year also marks the 20th anniversary of the 

Canberra-Beijing sister-city relationship. 

In these times where there is so much negative press 

about China the planting of a friendship tree is a very 

positive event – friendship persists through temporary 

ups and downs.   

All members are invited to attend this event and it would 

be good to see a good turnout.  Please email 

acfsevent@gmail.com if you would like to attend. 

 

 

Christmas dinner 

A Christmas dinner will be held at 7.00pm on Wed 16 

December at the Golden Drum restaurant, University 
Avenue. A banquet menu will be arranged. Please book 

by emailing acfsevent@gmail.com by 9 December. 

 

ANU/The Canberra Times Meet the 
Author series 

In conversation with Geoff Raby, Wednesday 4 

November, 6-7pm 

Disruption has blown the old world apart. The rise 
of China, Trump's America First policies, division within Europe and 
successful defiance by authoritarian states are affecting the shape of the 

emerging new order. 
 

Join Geoff Raby, Australia's former ambassador to China in conversation with 
Hugh White on Geoff’s new book, China’s Grand Strategy and Australia’s 

Fast facts from the Beijing 

Review, October 2020 

▪ A leading Chinese medical expert 

has urged people to get flu shots 

before the upcoming (northern) 

flu season to minimise the 

consequences Covid-19 and the 

flu colliding. 

▪ The Gaofen-7 earth observation 

satellite launched last year has 

been put into service.  It is 

China’s first civil-use surveying 

and mapping satellite that has 

sub-meter resolution.  During in-

orbit testing, agricultural surveys 

were conducted and then have 

been verified by ground 

observations.  The Gaofen 

project began in 2010 its satellite 

data have been used by of 20 

industries across China. 

▪ Xinxing, the oldest giant panda 

living in captivity, celebrated her 

38th birthday in August. 

▪ Hunan Provence had built 11,000 

5G base stations by mid year and 

expects to have completed 

22,000 by the end of the year.  

There have been innovative 5G 

applications to promote the 

development of related 

industries. 

▪ A large number of potteries, 

porcelain and stoneware have 

been unearthed at what is 

believed to be a 5,000 year old 

settlement.  The newly 

discovered site is about 8km 

from the Sanxingdui Ruins in 

Sichuan Provence.  The 

Sanxingdui Ruins have been 

dated from 2,600 to 4,800 years 

ago and is one of the top 10 

archaeological discoveries of the 

20th century in China.   

 

 

Thanks to Neil Birch for 

compiling these. 
 

mailto:acfsevent@gmail.com
mailto:acfsevent@gmail.com
https://alumniandfriends.anu.edu.au/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.anu.edu.au%2fevents%2fin-conversation-with-geoff-raby&srcid=101178&srctid=1&erid=27115052&trid=2defce10-36c6-4646-b9d0-9279a07eaa80
https://alumniandfriends.anu.edu.au/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.anu.edu.au%2fevents%2fin-conversation-with-geoff-raby&srcid=101178&srctid=1&erid=27115052&trid=2defce10-36c6-4646-b9d0-9279a07eaa80
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Future in the New Global Order, which provides significant insight on 

Australia's future position in global affairs. 

Manning Clark Hall, Cultural Centre, Kambri Precinct, University Avenue, Australian 

National University, Acton, ACT 2601  

Register at www.eventbrite.com.au. 

 

 

National Gallery of Australia 

XU ZHEN®: ETERNITY VS EVOLUTION 

until 14 March 2021, free 

Xu Zhen is one of China’s most significant artists and 
activists. His recent work centres on sculptural 

installations, video and performances that challenge 
cultural assumptions, question social taboos and 
comment on the idea of art as a commodity. This is 

the artist’s first solo exhibition in Australia. 

 

 

Off the beaten track in Hebei Province 
 

A presentation on the tour members of the Society made this time last year, 

to Hebei Province to the north of Beijing plus the horticultural Expo in 

Yanqing was held at the Southern Cross Club, Jamison, attended by 20 

members. Both members of the tour group and those who had not been on 

the tour enjoyed Brian’s photos and Carol’s descriptions of the non-tourist 

sites visited.  

 

 

 

Committee News - September 2020 meeting 

Your committee once again held it’s meeting at the ‘China Tea Club’ in North 
Lyneham mid October 2020.  

Feedback on the movie Chinese 3 dreams in mid-September was well 

appreciated. The same can be said for the ‘Off the Beaten track in Hebei 
Province‘ talk by Carol and Brian about the 2019 tour to China which a 
number of our members were part of. Several attendees, who had been on 

the tour, said how enjoyable it was to relive their holiday and accolades were 
given to both Carol and Brian for the entertaining presentation.  

The annual Panda competition and School awards are over for another year. 

A team of ‘judges’ descended on Carol and Brian’s home early October 2020. 
62 awards were granted by the end of the intense judging.  The task of 
allocating prizes took place in mid-October and we were grateful for the 

drawstring bags filled with two soft toys (a koala and a panda), two writing 
blocks and a book) generously donated by the Cultural Office to accompany 
the small gifts from the Society. A few committee members shared the 

delivery of the prizes and return of entries to the participating schools. We 
were very pleased that we could still get the competition off the ground, 
even with COVID-19, but very much hope we can present in the ‘usual’ way 

again in 2021.  

https://nga.gov.au/xuzhen/
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Chen Yi from Project Hope provided Carol with the list of names of students 

who we are sponsoring this year.  

We also started talking about our annual ‘Christmas Dinner’ – yes, it’s almost 
that time of year again – hard to believe with all the upheaval this year, but 

something to look forward to. We will let you know more, once we have 
firmed up the plans. 

Our meal at the end of the night was thoroughly enjoyed – the beef and 

scallop dish is always a winner.  

Hoping you are all staying healthy and managing the sudden weather 
changes! One minute it’s feeling like summer is almost here and then we 

have had to pull out our jumpers again! That’s Spring! 

Your Secretary, Tanja 

 

 

 

Panda Competition 2020 

The Panda Competition topic for 2020 was ‘Chinese Mythical Creatures’ so there 

were lots of dragons, snakes and phoenixes among the many colourful entries. 
Ten schools participated and hundreds of entries were received. 

The judges struggled to arrive at 62 prize-winning efforts including poems, 

sculptures in a wide variety of media (including cake!), paintings, drawings, 
collages, stories and essays. No one entry stood out and it was decided not to 
award the Lee Hiscox Award this year. Certificates were printed and delivered to 

the schools along with the prizes, and photos were sent to the schools,  but the 
buzz of the presentation at the Embassy was missing.  

Here are photos of some of the sculpture entries, and one of the Highly 

Commended stories, by William Teoh from the Canberra Chinese School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First prize, Age 7 Sculpture First prize, Age 10 Sculpture 

First prize, Age 11 Sculpture Second prize, Age 11 Sculpture 
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Project Hope Students 
 

Here is information about the students we are currently supporting through Project 

Hope. 
 

Student List 2020 

  Name Sex School Age Family situation 

1 Peng Xianzi F 
2nd Grade in Junior High, 

Tanghekou Junior High School 
14 Parents work on the farm. 

2 Lang Jinyuan F 
3rd Grade,Tanghekou Junior High 

School 
15 

His grandmother is very old. 

His older sister is in high 

school. 

3 
Peng 

Zhengyue 
F 

2nd Grade, Junior High in 

Tanghekou Junior High School 
14 

His grandparents live with the 

family. Parents work on the 

farm with no steady income. 

4 Xu Bo F 
1st Grade, Senior High at Huairou 

NO.1 High School 
14 

Her father passed away. Her 

mother is ill and works on the 

farm. 

5 Zhou Xiaowei F 
5th Grade, Pearl Spring Central 

Primary School of Yanqing district 
11 

She is "model student" of the 

school and is gifted in painting. 

Her father is ill and can't work. 

Her family's income only relies 

on her mother's farming and 

working as a forest guardian. 

6 Miao Xin M 
2nd Grade, Junior High in 

Tanghekou Junior High School 
13 

He has a very out-going 

personality. He talks and 

laughs a lot. He studies well 

but is not the top student yet. 

His father is a farmer. His 

mother is blind and suffers 

kidney failure and is 

unemployed. 

7 Liu Zikun F 
Labagoumen Central Primary 

School 
6 

Her parents work as farmers，

her brother is studying at high 

school，her grandma is 

incapable of supporting 

herself. 

8 Liu Jing F 
Labagoumen Central Primary 

School 
6 

Her father works as a farmer 

with meagre income.Her 

mother is a casual worker at 

the village's nursing home. Her 

grandparents live with the 

family and are in poor health. 

Her elder sister is in junior 

high school.The family is under 

great financial pressure. 

9 Li Yiran F 
Labagoumen Central Primary 

School 
6 

Her parents do not have 

permanent jobs, support the 

family with income from odd 

jobs. Her grandparents live 

with the family together with 

her younger sister and 

brother, all incapable of work. 

Their lives are in great 

difficulties. 
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  Name Sex School Age Family situation 

10 Li Xinting F 
Labagoumen Central Primary 

School 
6 

Her parents work as farmers 

with meagre income.Her 

grandma is handicapped and in 

poor health with persistent 

medication.Her elder sister is 

in college.The necessary 

expenditures of the family are 

high. 

 

 

 

Letter from Zhanjiang – Roger Arnold 

China Reconstructs … 

China Reconstructs (中国建设) was a wonderful 

English language magazine founded in 1952 to 

promote knowledge of China's culture, 

geography, economy and social affairs to the 

world. It represented the wonderful, energetic 

optimism that prevailed (and still does) within 

this country after the founding of the People’s 

Republic of China.  

This informative magazine was founded by 

Soong Ching-ling [Madam Sun Yat-sen], with 

the help of an enthusiastic Polish-born 

journalist, Israel Epstein. He served as editor-

in-chief from the first issue through till his 

retirement in 1985 at the age of 70. During 

Israel’s tenure as Editor, he became 

naturalized Chinese citizen in 1957. A few 

years later in 1964 he also had the honour of 

becoming one of the few foreign-born Chinese 

citizens of non-Chinese origin to become a 

member of the Communist Party of China.  

Originally China Reconstructs appeared bi-

monthly (6 issues/year) but later became a 

monthly magazine. In 1990 the magazine’s 

name was changed to China Today, though 

unfortunately this latter title seemed to cease 

publication as a magazine at the end of 2007. 

Today, the magazine’s original title seems just as appropriate as a catch phrase as back 

in 1952; or perhaps now, nearly 70 years later, it could be: ‘China Reconstructs – the 

mission continues’! I’m reminded of this quite blatantly on almost a daily basis by the 

scenes I observe first hand every time I travel to and from work: almost the entire 40 

km journey is through a zone of sprawling, energetic real-estate construction and a 

massive, frenetic road upgrading project.  
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From  Zhuangzi Speaks: The music of nature. Comics by Tsai Chin Chchung. 
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form  

 Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year.  The 
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.  
 

Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608
 
 are:   

Single $20   Family $35   Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25 

    

Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................  

  

Address……………………………………………………………………..……
  

  

  

……………………………………………….………… Postcode  ……………  

  

Email………………………………………………………………………………  

    

Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………  

    

Renewal    New Member   

    

Direct Credit Details:  

Beyond Bank  
BSB: 325-185  

A/C No. 03411481  
A/C Name: ACFS ACT  
          Branch Inc  

Ref: Your name  

  

  

 

   

 

 

Australia China Friendship Society  

PO Box 530  

CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA  

ACT Branch Bulletin  
    

 


