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Coming events  
  

 

Annual General Meeting      22 March 

Talk by author Greg Baines     15 April 

 

Memberships are now due. See the back page for 

details. 

 

 

 

Committee   

   

President  Carol Keil 6247 8231 

cjkeil@proforte.com.au 

   

Secretary   Tanja Naeher 6259 5539  

Treasurer Neil Birch 6287 4602 

Bulletin editor Jean Norman 6254 7732 

jjnorman46@grapevine.com.au   

   

Committee members John Wong  6294 0068 

 Teck Lee 6254 6814 

 Alex Olah 0490 660 738 

 Amanda Andrews 0452 323 520 

 

 

  

 

Promoting friendship and understanding between the Australian and Chinese people 



2 
 

 

Annual General Meeting 

The Society’s Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Monday 22 March at the Golden King restaurant in Phillip 

at 7.00pm. New committee members are always 
welcome. Monthly meetings are followed by dinner. A 

nomination form appears on the next page.  

Please book by emailing acfsevent@gmail.com by 17 
March. 

 

 

 

Talk by Greg Baines 
 

Author and member Greg Baines has agreed to talk about 

his book The Nail House, a novella set in modern China 

against the background of massive urban and cultural 

change, and the challenges of corruption − both domestic 

and foreign. Lindon, an Australian project manager with a 

failed marriage behind him, is lured to China with the 

promise of a lucrative salary. His task: to solve the 

problem of a ‘Nail House’, the home of a stubborn old 

man who refuses to relocate.   Greg has lived and taught 

in China.  

The talk will be held on Wednesday 15 April in the 

Catchpole Room at the Southern Cross Club, Jamison. 

The talk will begin at 7.00pm and, as always, members 

may meet for dinner in the bistro from 6.00. Please book 

for the talk and the dinner by emailing 

acfsevent@gmail.com by 10 April. 

 

 

Vale 
 

Barry Smillie was a member on and off since 2001. He was an enthusiastic writer of 

Letters to the Editor of the Canberra Times, and recently taught French at U3A. 

 

Frank Mines joined the Society in 1993 and was a member of the committee from 

1993−1999.  He served as treasurer from 1993−1996 and was newsletter editor in 

1999. He was always well-informed on current events and only ceased his 

membership when ill-health prevented him from participating in events. 

 
 

 

ANU Classical Chinese Music Ensemble 

The ANU Classical Chinese Music Ensemble will perform for the City Renewal 

Authority's Lunchbox Acoustic program. 

Fast facts from the Beijing 

Review, March 2021 

 

▪ By December Beijing flu vaccinations 
were up 38% year on year.  Influenza 
cases dropped sharply in 2020 thanks 
to precautions like wearing masks and 
vaccinations.  

▪ In 2020 nearly 90% of tax related 
services were handled online.  After 
the outbreak of Covid-19 many more 
tax related services have been made 
available online. 

▪ The revenue of the Zhongguancun 
Science Park in Beijing (China’s 
Silicon Valley) grew by over 16% in 
2020 to 2.56 trillion Yuan.  Revenue is 
forecast to grow by at least 15% pa 
for the next 5 years.  Industries based 
there aim to further boost innovation 
and advance the integration of the 
digital and real economy.  

▪ Chinese scientists examining moon 
samples hope to deepen our 
understanding of the origins of the 
moon and the evolution of the solar 
system.  The samples were brought to 
the earth last December the first in 
over 40 years. It was described as a 
“great step forward” for China’s space 
industry. 

 

Thanks to Neil Birch for 

compiling these. 
 

mailto:acfsevent@gmail.com
mailto:acfsevent@gmail.com
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Performances will be on the third Monday of each month until June in City 

Walk, near the Carousel, from 12.00 to 1.20pm. (Apr 19, May 17 and June 

21.) 

ANU China in the World Centre 

Blogs & News  

Medical Disturbances as a Form of Patient Activism in China? 

Xiao Tan And Tianyang Liu, Made in China Journal 

People who threaten the safety of Shanghai’s medical staff now 

may be excluded from public health insurance and barred from 

working as civil servants. In this essay, Xiao Tan and Tianyang Liu 

look into the phenomenon of 医闹 (medical disturbances). 

 

China’s White Paper on Foreign Aid: How Pacific Island Countries 

can maximise opportunities 

Denghua Zhang, The China Story Blog 

"As China insists that trilateral aid projects ‘should be proposed, 

agreed and led by the recipient countries’, new projects could 

contribute to the localisation, ownership and harmonisation of aid 

projects in the Pacific." 

「中共兩會、兩強與兩岸」座談會情形 

Institute for National Policy Studies 

Wen-Ti Sung gave a presentation at Taiwan's Institute for 

National Policy Studies (國策研究院) on the Biden administration's 

China policy's guiding principles, in light of the new White House 

Interim National Security Strategy Guidance and Secretary of 

State Antony Blinken's first major foreign policy address.  Read 

more on this topic: 【宋文笛專欄】美中關係的拜登主義：價值觀外交、多

邊主義、戰略耐心 

 

SBS to temporarily stop airing Chinese state TV amid concerns 

over forced prisoner confessions 

Bill Birtles, ABC News 

Yun Jiang says more Australian-produced Chinese language 

news services on ABC and SBS would help better serve Chinese 

communities. 
 

ACFS Nomination form 

 

I ,  __________________________  wish to  nominate   _________________________ 

 

for the position of President / Vice President  / Secretary / Treasurer / Committee Member 

 

Signed  _______________________  Seconded  _____________________ 

 

I ,  __________________________  agree to the above nomination 

 

Signed  _______________________  Date   ____________________ 

https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=5d39fd9a9d&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=0846b97c90&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=0846b97c90&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=a7dc28c144&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=59be509f5c&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=59be509f5c&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=59be509f5c&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=13e6c018b4&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=13e6c018b4&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=a8317505d4&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=43c3bd3522&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=0ac111e92c&e=8f3b5bdd52
https://anu.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3c446a766bcf0e9af8a8ea0e6&id=7fcb59a9e0&e=8f3b5bdd52
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Farewell to Mr Yang and welcome to Mr Song 

On Monday 8 March the committee attended a small dinner at the China Tea 

Club restaurant to farewell Minister-Counsellor Yang Zhi and to welcome 

Minister-Counsellor Song Yanqun. Mr Yang has been in Canberra for 5 years.  

In his time here he and his team at the Cultural Office have provided great 

support to the Society. In particular he arranged that we could have the 

Panda competition presentation at the Embassy.  This has been an 

outstanding success each time we have had it and it was unfortunate that 

COVID prevented a ceremony last year. He also hosted, at Terrigal Cres, the 

school awards presentations for mandarin students for 2 years but again 

COVID prevented a ceremony last year. I think the most significant 

achievement for the Society during his time here was the planting of the 

Friendship tree by Ambassador Cheng Jingye and me last November in the 

Canberra Beijing Garden. This was a replacement for the tree that 

Ambassador Shi Chun Lai and I planted at the Embassy in 1992 which most 

unfortunately died. The event was a very long time in the planning stage and 

when it finally occurred it was at a time when relations between our 2 

countries were at a low ebb, and it was a very positive event. We have 

enjoyed a very warm and friendly relationship with Mr Yang and his team and 

we thank him for his friendship and support. 

The Society welcomes Minister-Counsellor Song Yanqun to Canberra. He has 

previously had a posting to the Melbourne Consulate so is familiar with 

Australia. We look forward to continuing the excellent relationship we have 

had over many years with his Office. 

Carol Keil 
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Celebration of the Lantern Festival 2021 

After a very anxious week, Saturday 27 February turned into the perfect 

evening for celebrating the Lantern Festival in the Canberra Beijing Garden.  

Australia China Friendship Society (ACFS) members and volunteers began 

setting up at 12.30pm and by 5pm coloured lights covered with paper 

lanterns had been strung through the trees and inside the Crane Viewing 

Pavilion, decorations were put up in the Pavilion and in many of the trees and 

the area looked very festive and colourful. 

The Pavilion was the site for our lantern sales and registration for the hand-

made lantern competition.  We also had 

tables of free literature on Chinese culture 

(generously supplied by the Chinese 

Embassy) and free gifts for children 

The evening began with a welcome by Carol 

Keil, President of the ACFS and was followed 

by colourful performances from a number of 

community associations who have 

previously participated in the festival: the 

ANU Chinese Music Ensemble, the ACT 

Chinese Australia Association, the Federation of Canberra Chinese 

Community Inc, the Australian Chinese Culture Exchange and Promotion 

Association and the Jinju Wushu Academy.  Two new groups also performed 

– the Australian School of Contemporary Chinese and the Australia Guangxi 

Friendship Association and for the first time we had a Hulusi Ensemble play.  

As well as performances the celebration also included a ringing of the Peace 

Bell which tolls as a reminder to unite in a call for peace.  

The hand-made competition only attracted 6 entries this year as we had not 

conducted the lantern making workshop and this made the judges’ task much 

easier than usual.  After presentation of prizes by Minister-Counsellor Yang 

from the Chinese Embassy the Yut Hung Kung Fu Academy (appearing for 

the first time) had 2 lions perform a spirited lion dance  and this was followed 

by the lantern parade led by the Academy’s magnificent blue dragon – 

another first for the Festival. 
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This year’s Festival was one of our most successful in terms of the variety 

and quality of performances and costumes, attendance (our estimates were 

800+), and sales of lanterns. The general feeling was very positive and 

friendly with many saying it was a most enjoyable evening. 

This year’s Festival was one of the most successful in terms of the variety 

and quality of performances and costumes. It included dances, songs, martial 

arts, tai chi, a sword dance and Chinese traditional instruments and music.  

The costumes were beautiful and the evening was a wonderful showcase of 

the breadth of Chinese culture.  

Many people contributed to the success: all our performers, Tanja who co-

ordinated the performers and program, Jean who co-ordinated lantern sales, 
Richard who operated the PA, Alex who looked after publicity, Michael, Neil, 
Vera, Brian, John C, Jean B, Lucy, Rosa and Andrew, BIngfu and Guoying, 

Geoff, Angela, Vanessa, Clara, Lance and Barbara who all helped during the 
day − setting up, handing out programs, selling lanterns etc, Brian who also 

took photographs, Corinne, Tanja and Yuan Jie who judged the hand-made 
lanterns.  Many thanks also to the Chinese Embassy who provided free 
literature and an extra PA system.  We could not have held the event without 

this support and sincere thanks go to all involved.  

Carol Keil 
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Support for Project Hope by the ACT Branch 

I have recently been asked several times why our Branch of the Society 

decided to support Project Hope.  The committee’s collective memories were 
not up to the task so I spent some time going through back copies of 

newsletters, minutes of committee meetings and presidents’ reports.   

Extracts from these sources are listed below. 

 

December 2000 Bulletin 



9 
 

 

July 2001 

Carol was visiting Shanghai in July 2001 and visited Shanghai Youxie and the 

Project Hope Office with the aim of finding a means to sponsor some students.  

Unfortunately, although information on Project Hope was provided, Youxie 

ultimately could not help us. 

 

Extract from President’s report for 2001  

In November a four member delegation from Youxie Beijing spent 2 days in 

Canberra.   We discussed the difficulties the Branch had been having with finding 

a suitable school in China to support as part of Project Hope.  Mr Zhi promised to 

assist us and the result has been we are now supporting 21 students at the 

Labagoumen primary school in a remote mountainous region near Beijing for 1 

year.  

 

Newsletter December 2001  
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Over the years the number of students we have been able to support has 

varied.  This has been due to our success in raising funds and they have 
come from many sources: selling movie tickets, holding trash and treasure 

stalls at both Jamison and the Fyshwick markets, profits from running tours 
to China, running lantern-making activities at the Queanbeyan River Festival 
and the Canberra mid-winter festival, profits from selling paper lanterns at 

the Lantern Festival, donations from members, hosting fund-raising lunches.   

A few years ago the funding standard increased quite markedly and this 

resulted in fewer students being sponsored.  A year or so ago the Charity 
stall at the Fyshwick markets ceased to operate so one of our best fund-
raising activities is no longer available.  COVID also meant that the Lantern 

Festival was cancelled last year.   

We have been sponsoring children at Labagoumen for nearly 21 years.  

Former president Angela Wydeveld went to the school in 2003, I went in 
2010 and we were both members of the tour group to China in 2019 that had 
a most memorable visit. A report of this visit was in the December 2019 

newsletter.  

Fortunately the Lantern Festival went ahead this year and sales of lanterns 

went well but we still need to raise more money to keep sponsoring 10 
students.  If any members have a good idea for fund-raising please let us 

know. 

Carol Keil 

 

Is it time to cancel GDP growth targets? 

Beijing Review  2021-02-09  ·   Source: NO.7-8 FEBRUARY 18, 2021 

  

LI SHIGONG 

At a recent high-level economic symposium, the question of whether or not 
countries should set GDP growth targets became a hot topic of debate. Some 
economists pointed out that all of the world's developed countries and the 

majority of middle-income countries have abandoned GDP growth rates as a 

target of macroeconomic control. Should China follow suit？The practice of 

using GDP as a key measure of economic development is not flawless, and 

some experts therefore suggest it be abandoned. However, others believe 
the GDP index still has a role to play in China's economy, that doing away 
with it would impact wide-ranging aspects of Chinese society, and that 

identifying a substitute index is problematic. 

Ma Jun (finance.sina.com.cn): At the beginning of 2020, due to 
uncertainties caused by the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19), China 

gave up the usual practice of setting up a GDP growth target for the year. In 
my opinion, the target should be permanently abolished. Rates of 
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employment and control of inflation should be used as the major targets of 

macroeconomic policy. GDP numbers can still be used to forecast financial 
revenue and expenditure by financial departments, and investment agencies 

can employ these numbers as a reference for investment decisions. However, 
by no means should GDP growth rate be used as a major index to measure 
local officials' achievements in governance. 

Several issues are haunting the use of GDP growth targets. If it is an official 
target, local governments usually tend to set higher targets for lower levels 
of government, possibly raising financial risk-taking, as the easiest way to 

promote the GDP growth rate is to borrow money. Additionally, when GDP is 
used as the major measure of governments' performance, some local 

governments may falsely inflate local economic data. To use employment 
rates and control of inflation as the major targets of macroeconomic control 
is a common practice in market economies around the world. It's time to 

consider this also in China. 

Wang Wenjing (m.hexun.com): GDP growth targets should not be totally 
eradicated, however, the index needs to be improved. Historically, GDP 

growth target has played a big role in stimulating China's rapid economic 
expansion. Thanks to GDP targets, local officials are encouraged to try their 
best to develop their local economies, which is a crucial reason the Chinese 

economy is moving forward so rapidly and Chinese people's incomes are 
increasing so fast. To some extent, the sharply rising GDP growth rate is also 

raising the Chinese people' confidence in the country. 

Of course, GDP is not a perfect index to measure a country's overall 
economic situation. It fails to indicate the efficiency of the economy, it covers 

up pollution, and it does not reflect the true picture of people's livelihoods. 

At the current stage, many problems still need to be resolved in the process 
of China's economic development, and we still need our economy to develop 
at a relatively high speed. Therefore, GDP growth targets should not be axed 

but should be supplemented by other indexes such as efficiency, pollution 
and livelihoods. 

Bao Dike (m.hexun.com): It's the perfect time and a reasonable idea to 

abolish GDP growth targets. 

GDP reflects newly increased social wealth and the basic material foundation 
that sustains overall social operation. When a society is in dire need of 

material wealth, it is necessary to set up this kind of growth target, otherwise 
the overall economy will be susceptible to disruption by sudden headwinds. 
Once the economy has already reached a certain level of material wealth, 

even if GDP remains the same or drops a little due to unexpected factors, the 
overall economy will not be seriously disrupted. 

Increasing GDP can be compared to baking a large cake, once the cake 

reaches a certain size, dividing it and distributing it become just as difficult 
as creating it.  

Thanks to Teck Lee for the link to this item. 

 

. 
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form  

 Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year.  The 
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.  
 

Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608
 
 are:   

Single $20   Family $35   Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25 

    

Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................  

  

Address……………………………………………………………………..……
  

  

  

……………………………………………….………… Postcode  ……………  

  

Email………………………………………………………………………………  

    

Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………  

    

Renewal    New Member   

    

Direct Credit Details:  

Beyond Bank  
BSB: 325-185  

A/C No. 03411481  
A/C Name: ACFS ACT  
          Branch Inc  

Ref: Your name  

  

  

 

   

 

 

Australia China Friendship Society  

PO Box 530  

CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA  
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