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Coming events

Christmas dinner

15 December

Chinese New Year dinner

1 Feb 2022

Lantern making workshop

6 Feb 2022

Lantern Festival

12 Feb 2022

Please note: numbers may be limited for the dinner functions so please book as
soon as possible.
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Christmas dinner
The last function of this strange year will be a Christmas
dinner on 15 December 2021 at the Scholar Restaurant,
Dickson at 7.00pm. Please join other members and
friends for a banquet meal at a cost of $35. Book by
emailing acfsevent@gmail.com by 11 December.

Fast facts from the Beijing
Review, December 2021

▪



Chinese New Year dinner
Welcome the Year of the Tiger at a dinner at the
China Tea Club restaurant, North Lyneham, at
7.00pm on 1 February 2022. A banquet will be
arranged at a cost of $35. Book by emailing
acfsevent@gmail.com by 25 January 2022.


Welcome to new member James Lindsay

▪



Project Hope
Thanks to anonymous members for a very generous
donation to Project Hope.


▪

Congratulations

to member Consie Larmour for
her achievements in running. Consie began competitive
running when she was 67 years old, and in October 2020
she broke the masters athletics records for women 85+
in the 60m, 100m and 200m events.


National Library of Australia project
Di Ouyang from the Curatorial and Collection Research
Team at the National Library of Australia has written to
request assistance with the Collecting Chinese Australian
stories project and is calling out to Australians with
Chinese heritage around Australia, inviting them to share
their story for the library's oral history project. We would
love to record more oral histories from the ChineseAustralian community. The express of interest form is
online.

▪

China is the biggest fodder
producer and consumer;
Chinese livestock consume 400
million tons of fodder a year
containing 70 million tons of
protein. 60% of the protein
comes from imported soybeans. China is the first nation
to successfully synthesize
protein from carbon monoxide,
and has upgraded its industrial
capacity to 10,000 tons. The
synthesized Clostridium
autoethanogenum protein will
gradually replace soy protein.
Private contact has been
banned between judges and
lawyers, and between
prosecutors and lawyers,
according to newly introduced
Chinese regulations aimed at
better safeguarding judicial
integrity and justice.
The first China-developed
hydrogen fuel cell hybrid
locomotive embarked on its
trial run on October 29 on a
railway line for coal transport in
Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region.
China has 767,000 immovable
cultural heritage sites and 108
million sets of state owned
movable cultural relics. About
175,000 people are employed
researching and caring for
cultural relics, employment in
this industry is expected to
increase by 25% in the next 5
years.

Thanks to Neil Birch for
compiling these.

There is some information online here:
https://www.nla.gov.au/stories/blog/collecting-chinese-australian-stories
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Committee News – October 2021 meeting
The ‘China Tea Club’ in North Lyneham was the venue for our November committee
meeting.
We had a debrief on the very informative talk by Dr Jocelyn Chey. The event was
unsurprisingly well attended by both members and other guests.
Carol updated the committee on the Panda Competition judging and plans were
made for allocating the awards before distributing to the various schools. Once
again entries were impressive, and the committee acknowledged the time
volunteered by those involved in this year. Unfortunately, due to the continuing
Covid restrictions it isn’t possible to hold a large award ceremony for the Panda
Competition this year, however a few ideas were tossed around on how the winning
entries could possibly be displayed virtually. No final decision was made as yet.
Details for the Christmas dinner function were further discussed, and you’ll see the
details in the bulletin. We hope that you will be able to attend and enjoy a delicious
meal and good conversation.
We spent some time in the pre planning for the 2022 Lantern Festival – the Beijing
Gardens have been booked and we have now applied for the ACT Government’s
Multicultural Grant. We will now start contacting the various groups who help to
make the event so memorable each time. Sourcing venue options for the lantern
making workshop is also on the to do list, as there is a possibility that the venue for
the lantern making workshop will need to
change. It was great to welcome Corinne Zhang, Mandarin Teacher at Girls
Grammar school. Corinne came to provide ideas on possible activities which could
be held at the Lantern Festival.
At this point I needed to run off, so that I could welcome my mum from Adelaide,
following lockdowns and many months of not being able to visit.
I know that those who stayed for dinner would have enjoyed a satisfying meal.
Your Secretary, Tanja


Talk by Professor Jocelyn Chey AM on Wednesday 17 November
Professor Jocelyn Chey AM was our guest speaker on
Wednesday 17 November 2021 at the Southern Cross
Club, Jamison. Professor Chey is one of Australia’s
preeminent Sinologists. She is a long-standing member
of ACFS both here and in Sydney, and we were
delighted to welcome her back to Canberra.
The title of her talk was “Both sides of the wall:
stories from a lifetime’s engagement with China.”
Professor Chey said that she ‘stumbled’ into Chinese
Studies at Sydney University in 1956, quickly fell under
its spell, and China became her life's passion.
In a remarkable career, she moved seamlessly back
and forth between academia, the public service
(DFAT), and the private sector. She described key
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periods of her long involvement with China, mainly through a series of interesting and
amusing anecdotes.
Everyone (~50 members and guests) enjoyed a most entertaining address.
Alex Olah


Panda Competition 2021
This year’s topic for the Panda Competition was ‘Traditional Chinese Games’. As
schools were in lockdown and students were learning from home for much of the
latter part of the year we extended the closing date twice until all students were
back at school and teachers were able to collect their entries. We anticipated that
some schools would not participate due to the difficulties imposed by COVID and
in the end students from 7 schools – Brindabella Christian College, Canberra High
,FCCCI community school, Majura Primary, Mawson Primary, St John Paul II
College and Telopea School − submitted some 200 pieces of artwork.
Our judges this year were members Jean Norman, Amanda Andrews, Corinne
Zhang and myself. Whilst there were not as many entries as in previous years our
task was just as difficult as there were so many thoughtful, well-made and artistic
endeavours. In the end we ended up awarding 56 prizes. The next phase in the
process is more time-consuming than the judging: it is the allocation of prizes and
preparation of gift bags. The prizes this year were from a variety of sources:
Roger Arnold in China purchased kits of Chinese buildings with the no. of pieces
ranging from 29 to 53, I purchased Chinese tassels of varying shapes and sizes
from Sydney, Angela Wydeveld and I framed papercuts we had bought or been
given in China using frames Angela had collected and I had acquired from my
mother’s estate; and the Chinese Embassy donated Panda mugs, beautiful sets of
papercuts, books, fridge magnets and torches. Amanda and I spent a couple of
hours carefully allocating these prizes and then they had to be put into gift bags
which we buy in bulk. Each gift bag had an ACFS sticker on one side – done by
Jean, Alex, Neil and I- with a name label on the other. Corinne and I put all the
prizes in the bags and we then sorted them by school. The final thing is the
printing of certificates for each entrant which Jean has organised. In previous
years we have had a wonderful ceremony at the Embassy but for the 2 nd year in a
row this has not been possible so the prizes will be delivered by Amanda, Alex,
Carol and Jean
The competition is a lot of work but is enthusiastically supported by both students
and teachers and is always a pleasure to judge. Many thanks to all who helped,
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including the teachers who both deliver and collect entries, and also the Chinese
Embassy.
Carol Keil
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Beijing expects 3 million avian 'guests' in winter
chinadaily.com.cn | Updated: 2021-12-01 10:13

A Black-shouldered Kite usually found in grasslands is observed by the local landscaping department
in Beijing. [Photo/Chinanews.com]

Beijing is expecting to accommodate over 3 million migratory birds this winter
as avian migration peaks, according to the Beijing Municipal Forestry and
Parks Bureau.
Since September, wildlife monitoring stations around the city have reported
over 640,000 wild birds and filed observation records for over 13,000 more.
Three great bustards, one of national first-class protected animals, recently
made an appearance at Beijing's Tongzhou district and attracted many bird
watchers.
According to Beijing's list of terrestrial wildlife released in October, there are
596 species of terrestrial wildlife in Beijing, including 30 species of amphibians
and reptiles, 63 species of mammals and 503 species of birds.
Taking into account the food, drink, resting, and traveling needs of local
wildlife "residents", as well as the "avian guests", the city integrated animal
protection measures into the construction and landscaping of its green zones.
At present, Beijing is ranked second among the capitals of G20 members in
terms of avian diversity, and has become one of the cities with the richest
biodiversity in the world.
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Harbin invites visitors to frozen world
chinadaily.com.cn | Updated: 2021-10-25 12:04

[Photo provided to chinadaily.com.cn]

Six must-have experiences in Harbin. For those who have never been to
Harbin, there is an almost endless list of things to do. Even for those
returning, there will be many choices for how to spend your time. Here are six
activities that have to be included in any trip to the northeastern city.
Have hotpot in igloos. At Harbin Ice-Snow World,
you can not only see the world-famous ice
architecture, but also have great fun! You can have
hotpot at igloo restaurants, enjoying the product of
both ice and fire, go down the world's longest ice
slide and join in the popular Ice and Snow Electronic
Music Festival on New Year's Eve to welcome 2022.
Turn water into instant ice. One can't go to the
Ice-Snow World without stopping by the Sun Island
Snow Expo. After all, one is for appreciating
illuminated ice at night, and the other is for checking out snow in the daytime. The Sun
Island Snow Expo is the world's largest snow sculpture art show. You can play in the snow
as well as admire the art made from it. Tourists from the south might be stunned by the
bright sunshine reflected in the snow, so don't forget the sunscreen. This is a good place to
toss water and watch it turn into ice instantly. Find a safe place with no one nearby, and
enjoy the unique phenomenon.
Snow tubing on the Songhua River. In winter, the Songhua River turns into "thousands
of miles of ice" and becomes a natural ice-skating rink. The frozen river offers opportunities
for many different winter activities. But make sure the ice is solid before going stomping in
the snow.

7

Speeding down Yabuli Ski Resort. One
place you shouldn't miss when visiting
Harbin is Yabuli Ski Resort, where you can
ski down majestic snow-covered
mountains. Yabuli Sun Mountain Resort is
surrounded by mountains and forests. The
snow is thick and moderately hard. There
are junior, middle and senior ski runs.
Professional staff are available to improve
your skiing ability and give you an
experience of a lifetime.

Have a popsicle at Central Street. How cold is
the winter in Harbin? Popsicles can be bought on
the street without being refrigerated. The most
popular brand is the sweet Modern popsicle. You
might feel like you're a child in Russia while walking
along Central Street, observing baroque
architecture with popsicle in hand.
Roasted sweet potatoes and sugar-coated fruits on
sticks can also be bought on the streets; you can
give those a try as well. There is also authentic
Russian food such as red sausages, roasted cold
noodles, scoops of fried pork, iron pot stew, chlebowy, hotpot and barbecue you won't want
to miss. Don't hold back; have some meat and stay warm!
Watch a play at Harbin Grand Theatre.
It might not be part of an ordinary tourist
plan, but it is worth an extra night in
Harbin!
The winter is cold and the night is long, so
why not go to the theatre? Northerners
consider going to a play a romantic thing
to do in winter. Harbin was listed by the
United Nations as a 'music city' in 2010.
Harbin Grand Theater is where artistic
souls defrost a little to share their love of
art.


The details are in the dress code
By Elsbeth van Paridon · Beijing Review NO.46 NOVEMBER 18, 2021
'Without silver or flowers a girl won't be a girl," an old Miao minority saying goes.
Silver is an important part of their culture, found to this day mostly in Guizhou
Province, but also across Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region and Yunnan, Hunan,
and Hainan provinces. All political affirmations and connotations aside, China's
various traditional minority dress codes have had an extensive influence on
clothing, comprising the full scale from hard-to-handle fabrics to exuberant
embroidery to fantastical earrings.
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Miao people in traditional dress (XINHUA)

Traditionally, their textiles, techniques, and accessories are used to preserve some
of the histories of the minorities who never used a written language to document
their stories. They are a source of artisanally treasured inspiration. Located in
China's utmost western region, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region with its green
grasslands, icy blue mountain lakes, wide-stretching deserts and rapidly
developing large cities, harbors 56 ethnic groups.
The most distinctive Uygur feature in their dress code would have to be the dailyworn cap, referring to age, occupation, and ethnic origin, and the large handwoven Atlas silk squares emblazoned with wildly colourful flowery motives
produced in the area. "Atlas" is in fact a traditionally hand-woven pattern (on
silk). The fabric embodies the Uygur people's wisdom and history; establishing a
connection to their vibrant past and hopes for a bright future.
From graphic prints, it's only a small leap to embroidery, brocades, and batik, yet
more characteristics found across the tradition-prescribed clothing. Especially
renowned for their sewing skills are the Miao (population 9.4 million), located in
China's southwestern province of Guizhou. Often depicting the natural landscape,
their most commonly depicted motifs include flowers, birds, and other fauna.
From aprons to dresses to baby carriers to shoes and towering headwear, the
Miao processing techniques are the best known, with colours often being on the
more earthy-honed side. On the brighter side of the colour palette, we might find
the Yunnan (the bright home to 25 minority groups) motifs.
Another firm favourite is silver: cap adornments, extra large drop earrings or
brooches, and bracelets; the entire shiny shebang is present among the many
minorities settled in Yunnan since the 19th century. While in the majority of
China's population, the favourite materials for ornaments are jade, gold, and silk,
for ethnic minorities, silver is the choice, signifying beauty, and affluence, and as
a talisman against evil spirits; the bigger and more ornate, the better. With the
earliest silver accessories dating back to the Song Dynasty (960-1279), these
craftsmen know their moulding and carving, often inlaying the basic pieces with
precious stones, including agate, jasper, and turquoise. Miao women, for example,
wear ornate silver headdresses, collars, breastplates, chains, aprons, and back
pendants that often hang down to the waist, as well as bracelets, earrings,
hairpins, and bells on special occasions. The crown-like headdresses are so tall
and elaborate they resemble chandeliers. Curved silver horns sometimes top the
headdresses, whose raised patterns can depict dragons playing with a pearl. One
woman's silver ensemble can weigh more than 20 kg.
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form
Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year. The
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.
Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608 are:
Single $20 Family $35 Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25
Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................
Address……………………………………………………………………..……
……………………………………………….………… Postcode ……………
Email………………………………………………………………………………
Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………
Renewal

New Member

Australia China Friendship Society
PO Box 530
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA

ACT Branch Bulletin
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Direct Credit Details:
Beyond Bank
BSB: 325-185
A/C No. 03411481
A/C Name: ACFS ACT
Branch Inc
Ref: Your name

