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Talk by Professor Jocelyn Chey AM on
Wednesday 17 November
The Committee is delighted to advise that Professor
Jocelyn Chey AM will be our guest speaker at 7.30pm on
Wednesday 17 November 2021 in the Catchpole Room of
the Southern Cross Club, Jamison. As usual at our
events, a $2 donation will be taken at the door.
Professor Chey is one of Australia’s preeminent
Sinologists. In a remarkable career, she moved
seamlessly back and forth between academia, the public
service, and the private sector.

Fast facts from the Beijing
Review, November 2021

▪

▪

The title of her talk is “Both sides of the wall: stories
from a lifetime’s engagement with China.”
She will describe studying Chinese in 1950s Sydney and
her subsequent career as a prominent academic and as a
senior Australian diplomat (Cultural Counsellor in Beijing
1975-8; Senior Trade Commissioner in Beijing 1985-88;
and Consul-General in Hong Kong 1992-1995).
Due to Covid restrictions, a maximum of 28 attendees
will be permitted in the Catchpole Room, so we may
need to limit it to members. So please register your
interest as soon as possible at acfsevent@gmail.com
Also, please indicate if you will attend dinner beforehand,
at 6pm in the Bistro so that a reservation can be made.
Alex Olah


Welcome to new member Penny Lockwood.

▪

▪

Boeing’s latest forecasts is that
Chinese airlines will purchase
some 6,500 single aisle aircraft
and 1,850 wide-body aircraft in
the next 20 years. China’s
aviation sector has remained the
world’s second largest in terms of
passenger trips for the 15 years.
Since 1990 China has sent some
50,000 peacekeepers on 25
missions. China is the largest
supplier of troops among the
permanent member of the UN
Security council. It is the second
largest contributor to both the
both the UN regular and
peacekeeping budgets.
China has begun offering Covid19 booster vaccines to residents
aged 18 and above, who have
been fully vaccinated for six
months.
China is now forecasting that its
CO2 emissions will peak before
2030 and decline to net zero by
2060. By 2025 emissions per
10,000 yuan of GDP will decline
by 18% from 2020 levels and, by
2030 by 65% of 2005 levels.

Thanks to Neil Birch for
compiling these.



ANU Centre for China in the World Events
20 Nov 2021: Special Screening: A Brighter
Summer Day 牯嶺街少年殺人事件
237mins, 1991 (M)
Directed by Edward Yang 楊德昌
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Online Events: visit

info@cccsydney.org

Regal Tributes to the Harmony between Man and Nature: A Photo Exhibition
Showcasing the Beauty of Ancient Chinese Imperial Places and Gardens
Chinese imperial palaces are paragons of ancient Chinese architectural technology
and landscape art. Representing the peak of ancient Chinese construction and
artistic creation, they fully embody traditional cultural symbolism as well as
philosophical notions such as the harmony between man and nature.
This online exhibition features 70 exquisite photographic pictures, highlighting the
Forbidden City in Beijing, Shenyang Imperial Palace, the Temple of Heaven, the
Summer Palace in Beijing and the Mountain Resort in Chengde, Hebei Province. It
showcases the unique aspects of ancient Chinese palaces and gardens, such as the
layout, individual structure, decorations, colour schemes and landscapes, and
presents the captured breathtaking scenes from all times of the year, allowing
visitors to perceive traditional Chinese culture as well as the beauty of ancient
Chinese palaces and gardens from a variety of perspectives.
Taste Life: Exhibition of Artists' Works and Cultural Creative Product from Jiangsu
Art Museum
The exhibition features a collection of 38 masterpieces from 24 artists, including
Chinese paintings, calligraphy, oil paintings, prints, etc.
The exhibits wonderfully present the unique beauty of Chinese art with numerous
art categories, diverse themes, and rich styles. A series of representative cultural
and creative products of Jiangsu Art Museum will be on display as well, conveying
the taste of the Eastern lifestyle.


Committee News – October 2021 meeting
Your committee regrouped in October 2021 at the ‘China Tea Club’ in North
Lyneham for its first meeting following the last lockdown. We had a two-hour
window to hold the meeting and then have our delicious meal.
We debriefed on the Robert Macklin talk – our last event in August, prior to
lockdown – all agreeing what an informative and entertaining evening it was.
Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions and uncertainties persisting, we have
delayed a few planned events to 2022 – an historical walk in Queanbeyan and
the society’s annual hosting of the ANU Chinese Classical Music Ensemble
concert.
Was exciting however, to be able to confirm that Jocelyn Chey will be able to
visit Canberra, with the recent changes to border restrictions, and present her
talk ‘“Both sides of the wall: stories from a lifetime’s engagement with China.”
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Due to Covid restrictions, only 28 people will be able to attend – so please be
quick to let us know if you are planning to go.
It was timely to have our meeting as the two annual school events are close to
being finalized for the year - the school awards and Panda Competition. Due to
the mid-August to mid-October 2021 lockdown, Amanda and Carol busily
rearranged key aspects, including how the school awards would be provided to
students, as it was no longer possible to host a group event. The due date for
the Panda Competition was also extended and schools needed to be notified
about this. It will not be possible for the Panda Competition awards to be
presented at the Embassy, due to the continued Covid restrictions, so this
element had to be reviewed. Many thanks to Amanda and Carol for their
continued support and dedication to ensure the students can still be
appropriately rewarded for their efforts.
Dates and venues were agreed for the Christmas meal and Chinese New Year.
Please keep an eye on future bulletins for updates on these. A few Lantern
Festival tasks were also talked through.

We all enjoyed and appreciated our meal at the end of the meeting – was even
more tantalizing, considering it was the first restaurant outing for a number of
us after two months of not being able to go on such outings.

We wish you a safe start to the end of year busyness and perhaps some cross
border travels, your Secretary, Tanja


Awards for Mandarin Students
Each year the Society makes awards to the Most Proficient and Most Improved
students of Mandarin from most of Canberra’s high schools and colleges that
teach mandarin. This year we applied for and were successful in receiving a
grant from the Canberra Southern Cross Club to purchase two wooden shields
for two additional schools. The committee considered the schools which were
not participants in the program and we selected Merici College and John Paul II
College.
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Teachers at each school/college select the winning students and the Society usually
has a ceremony where the winning students are presented with their awards which
consist of a folder with a certificate and a gift from the Chinese Embassy. The
schools are responsible for engraving the students’ names on the shield. Due to
COVID and the current restrictions relating to schools we were unable to hold a
ceremony this year and committee members have delivered the awards to the
schools.

MERICI P RINCIPAL A NNA MASTERS, C AROL
ORDINATOR )

AND

JEN BAINES (LOTE CO -



Letters from our Project Hope students
Letter of Gratitude from Yiran Li with a painting that has the word 感恩(gratitude)
Yiran Li is 7 years old and her parents do not have permanent jobs. They support the
family with income from odd jobs.Her grandparents live with the family together with her
younger sister and brother, all incapable of work. Their lives are in great difficulties.
Dear teachers, uncles, and aunties,
I am Yiran Li from the remote area who has received your financial support.
Firstly, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to you on behalf of all the
supported children. We feel loved from your kind assistance, we also feel the family
warmth coming from the world. We see the light and hope of life.
I understand that each of the fund is hard-won, and I know the fund warms each
child’s heart. We won’t let you down, we will study hard and be in service for our
school and community. We will pass your love onto other people and let the world
fill with love.
Lastly, I wanted to say thank you on behalf of my family, thank you for your help
and kindness to students who are living in poverty. We wish you all kind people a
safe and peaceful life, and wish you all a prosperous career.
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Salute!
Yiran Li from Year 1 Laba Goumen Manchu Primary School

Letter of Gratitude from Jing Liu:
Jing Liu is 7 years old. Her father works as a farmer with meagre income. Her mother is a
casual worker at the village's nursing home. Her grandparents live with the family and are
in poor health. Her elder sister is in junior high school. The family is under great financial
pressure.
Dear uncles and aunties,
This is Jing Liu from the remote area in China, thank you for your support. With
your assistance, I will study hard at school. I have received your love, I will cherish
your generosity and won’t take the support for granted. I will also follow your
footsteps when I grow up and help others. I would like to express my gratitude
here. Thank you very much!
Jing Liu from Year 1
Note: This year, like last year, COVID restrictions have placed severe constraints
on our ability to fundraise for Project Hope. Last year, several members and friends
donated $200 each, the cost of supporting one student. Any members who may be
interested in contributing are most welcome: contact Carol Keil at
cjkeil@proforte.com.au.
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Our Friendship Tree in
the Canberra Beijing
Garden
It is almost 12 months since
Ambassador Chen Jingye and I
planted a Malus ionsesis, or crab
apple, in the Canberra Beijing
Garden. The Ambassador had
rung me to say he was leaving
shortly, after being the longest
serving Chinese Ambassador in
Canberra, and he wanted to
thank the Society for all we had
done to promote friendship
between our two countries. I
took the opportunity to ask him if
we could have a photo with our
tree and the one at the top is the
result. The tree is flourishing as
the pictures show and this is an
excellent sign for the future.

T HE TREE IS NEARLY READY TO FLOWER

Carol Keil

J UST IN FLOWER

IN FULL FLOWER



Defenders of the Realm
On October 25, Chinese President Xi Jinping attended and addressed a conference
in Beijing to mark the 50th anniversary of the restoration of the People’s Republic of
China’s lawful seat in the UN. Summarizing China’s philosophy as a major country
that pursues peaceful development for the benefit of people worldwide, he called on
the international community to dynamically advocate the common values of
humanity featuring peace, development, equity, justice, democracy and freedom,
jointly promote the building of a community with a shared future for humanity,
determinedly defend the authority of the UN Charter and cooperatively observe true
multilateralism. For the past 50 years, the Chinese people have promoted economic
and social development, with overall national strength continuously on the rise;
knowing all too well the value of stability, they have followed an independent
foreign policy of peace, stood firm for justice and resolutely opposed the practices
of power politics. China has stayed true to the purpose and principles of the UN
Charter and upheld its central role in international affairs. The restoration of New
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China’s lawful seat in the UN marked the return of the Chinese people, one fourth of
the world’s population, to the UN stage. Taking this as a starting point, many
developing countries have united more closely and become an important force that
cannot be ignored in the UN framework. In today’s world, positive changes in the
international landscape are accelerating. Unfortunately, a return to a hegemonic
and Cold War mentality in certain quarters is looming. International rules can only
be made by the 193 UN member states together instead of being decided by
individual countries or blocs. These rules should, without exception, be observed by
all UN members. Countries should respect the UN, look after its family, never
exploit its structure and always ensure that the UN plays an even more positive part
in advancing the noble pursuit of peace and development for all. China has always
endorsed concrete measures to serve as an active participant and staunch defender
of the UN cause. This has been true for the past 50 years, and it will be true in the
years and decades to come.
Thanks to Neil Birch for this item from the Beijing Review.


Lunar Year of the Tiger Coins
The Royal Australian Mint has recently released a
Lunar Year of the Tiger coin program - a collection
of coins featuring the charming and powerful tiger,
and the Chinese Lunar Year calendar wheel, which I
thought your members might be interested in.
The 2022 Lunar Series – Year of the Tiger designs
feature the adventurous Tiger in a lively stance – it
is brave, competitive and unpredictable. Decorating
the field of the coin is the branch of a pine tree.
The pine tree is a symbol of strength, which ties in
well with people born in the Year of the Tiger. The
Chinese Lunar Calendar is represented in a wheel format. The animals are depicted
running across a water pattern symbolising the traditional story of the race across a
river to decide on the order of the Lunar Calendar. The animals’ place on the coin
are rotated one place each year so that the Tiger is at the top for 2022. In the
centre of the design is the symbol ‘Fu’ for good luck. Surrounding this symbol are
clouds that represent the heavens. ‘Fu’ and clouds shown together symbolise never
ending fortune.
The ‘2022 Lunar Series – Year of the Tiger’ collection includes a 50c Tetra-Decagon
Uncirculated Coin, $1 Uncirculated Two-Coin Set, $5 Fine Silver Proof Domed Coin,
$1 1/2oz Fine Silver Uncirculated Ingot, and a $100 Gold Proof Domed Coin.
These coins can be purchase from the Royal Australian Mint’s eshop and through its
call centre (1300 652 020).
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Letter from Zhanjiang – Roger Arnold
Vintage Potential
China’s production of grape wine has increased dramatically over recent years. Up
till very recently though, my available evidence for this was purely circumstantial:
in our local supermarkets the promotional displays, the range of local wine labels
and shelf space devoted to Chinese red and white wines have been on steep
upward trends over the past 5 years or so.
Despite the recent surge in local production and flood of new local brands and
labels available here, I’ve long regarded Chinese wines with a high level of
scepticism. Whenever I’ve taken the plunge and bought one that I thought offered
promise, I’ve invariably been disappointed, sometimes severely so. Rarely have I
encountered a bottle of Chinese wine that passed as acceptable to my palate and,
with but 1 exception that was eye wateringly expensive, never one that would
make me want to write home about.
So, a few months back when we chanced on an opportunity to be ‘volunteers’ for
a week during the 2021 wine vintage at a winery in one of China’s nascent wineproducing regions, my wife and I jumped at it. After all, we are both curious
travellers, appreciative of great wine and good food and we were keen to find out
if some newer entrants could dispel our scepticism of Chinese wines.
This is how in late September this year my wife and I found ourselves in the
company of 8 other enthusiastic wine enthusiasts working as volunteers to pick
and grade grapes and carry out other miscellaneous tasks at a boutique winery
called Jade Vineyard in the heart of Helan Mountains Eastern Foothills wine region
in Ningxia province of northern China.
Both outside and inside China, Ningxia province (more correctly: Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region) has had a low profile. When we first talked about heading
northwards on such an adventure, my wife could neither locate Ningxia on a map,
nor name its capital city. But its low profile is not surprising, its capital city of
Yinchuan is over 1000 km west of Beijing by road and the whole province’s
population is around just a mere 7.2 M people. Geographically it is sandwiched
between the northern provinces of Gansu and Shaanxi with the Helan Mountains
in its north separating it from deserts in Inner Mongolia.

Even so, Ningxia has much to surprise and delight visitors. It was once a stop
on the ancient Silk Road and it has some prime agricultural land irrigated with
water from China’s mighty Yellow
River which flows through the
northern part of Ningxia. And, this

Working lunch

BBQ
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province also has some wonderful history as it was
the centre of the Western Xia dynasty, also known
by some as the Tangut Empire, which was at its
peak around 960–1279 AD.
The development and rise of wine production in
Ningxia is a fascinating story. The first vines for wine
grapes were planted in the mid-1980s with the first
bottle of grape wine being produced in Ningxia in the
early 1990s. Now, this province has around 37,000
ha (hectares) of vineyards devoted to wine production and it recently became
the leading province in China by volume of wine produced. Yet, this may well
just be the beginning of something very much bigger, Ningxia’s provincial
government has a goal of expanding the province’s vineyards to over 65,000
ha by 2030 and has a longer-term target of 100,000 ha by 2035. By
comparison, Australia’s vineyards cover a total of 170,000 ha.
Even so, in the early years Ningxia’s fledgling wineries struggled to gain
recognition. But in 2011 a wine produced from Ningxia’s 2009 vintage won a
gold medal at the Decanter World Wine awards, suddenly thrusting Ningxia
onto the world’s wine stage. Two years later, the Eastern Foothills of Helan
Mountains made its debut appearance in “The World Atlas of Wine -7th
Edition.” Since then, wines from various Ningxia wineries have many
International Awards and other accolades, with some Ningxia wines now even
being exported to Europe.
Volunteering in the vineyard and cellar of Ningxia’s Jade Vineyard, provided us
with wonderful insights to region’s unique terroir and the challenges and
opportunities this presents the local viticulturists and winemakers. The region
enjoys an arid, dry climate with little rain (just 150 to 240 mm/year) and
abundant sunlight (1700 to 2000 hours/year), large temperature ranges
between night and day – ideal conditions for production of flavoursome grapes
of many verieties. However, winters in northern Ningxia can be challenging
with minimum temperatures regularly falling below –20 oC. To stop the acute
winter cold damaging vines, these must be heavily pruned and then buried
under soil. In spring the vines then need to be unearthed and tied back onto
their wire trellises. And of course, all this work adds to production costs of
their wines.
Another factor adding to wine production cost in Helan Mountains Eastern
Foothills region is site preparation. The region has sandy, gravelly soils
containing lots of large rocks – all the vineyards have had to spend huge
amounts to first cultivate their soil down to about 1 m and clearing out most of
the larger rocks and levelling their sites in the process, before planting their
vines. We heard different figures quoted for their site preparation costs
ranging from RMB 300,000 to 750,000 per hectare (approx. A$60,000 to
A$150,000).
Even so, the climate and soil create a terroir ideally suited to growing topquality wine grapes of many varieties. And, thanks to our time volunteering at
Jade Vineyard, my wife and I can now enthusiastically attest to this. Although
lunches for us volunteers at Jade Vineyard consisted of simple Chinese ‘fast
food’ packs, these were complemented daily with some gobsmackingly
wonderful wines, being bottles opened the previous day or the morning of the
same day so Jade Vineyard’s ‘cellar door’ could serve out tastings to clients
and industry professionals. Also, at days’ end after our tasks were complete,
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we’d gather on the winery’s upstairs terrace
for sundowners, usually comprising wines
sampled from vats at various stages of
maturation, as we marvelled at sunsets over
the spectacular Helan Mountains nearby to
the west. And, on our 2nd last evening there,
we were treated to a magnificent BBQ spitroast Ningxia lamb complemented by a
selection of Jade’s superb wines as we
savoured the serenity of the vineyard by
night and took in a spectacular overhead
display of stars thanks to Ningxia’s clear, dry
atmosphere.
During our time spent at Jade Vineyard, word about
our enthusiastic, vivacious group of volunteers
apparently spread to some of the neighbouring
wineries. On our last day there, we visited a selection
of nearby wineries and found ourselves
enthusiastically welcomed and treated to insider tours
and tastings. So, thanks to them and also of course
Jade Vineyard, over the course of the 6 days we spent
there we tasted and enjoyed numerous absolutely
superb wines, many of which were big award winners.
Some of the wines that particularly impressed me
from the region were some really full-bodied cabernet
sauvignons – somewhat like a good ‘Coonawarra cab.
sav.’ yet with a wonderful, distinct character – and
some really lush, well-balanced chardonnays. Never
did I think that I’d be able to find such wonderful
wines being produced in China.
As well as the quality of wines now being produced in Ningxia, something that
really impressed me from our visit was the youth and enthusiasm of many of
the professionals working in the vineyards and production cellars, a good
number of who have studied and/or worked overseas including some in
Australia at the University of Adelaide. Without a doubt, the calibre, youth and
enthusiasm of these professionals bodes really well for the future for Helan
Mountains Eastern Foothills wine region. Certainly, it has been wonderful for
us to now have the knowledge and contacts to be able to enjoy some truly
superb Ningxia wines at home here in Beihai and to be able to share these
around when we gather with good friends.
Following our sojourn to Ningxia's vineyards up in northern China last month,
news of the region's wonderful wines keeps showing up in all sorts of places,
with my wife and I scoring several cameo appearances: with us in the picture
all news about Ningxia wines must surely be great news!
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Australia China Friendship Society ACT Branch — membership application form
Annual subscriptions are due on 1 January and are current until 31 December of the same year. The
monthly Bulletin is included in the subscription and is distributed by email.
Subscription rates, payable to the Treasurer, PO Box 530, Civic Square ACT 2608 are:
Single $20 Family $35 Centrelink Concession Holder: Individual $15 and Family $25
Name(s)……………………………………………….....................................
Address……………………………………………………………………..……
……………………………………………….………… Postcode ……………
Email………………………………………………………………………………
Phone (home) ………………… (work) ………………… Mobile ……………………
Renewal

New Member

Australia China Friendship Society
PO Box 530
CIVIC SQUARE ACT 2608 AUSTRALIA

ACT Branch Bulletin
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Direct Credit Details:
Beyond Bank
BSB: 325-185
A/C No. 03411481
A/C Name: ACFS ACT
Branch Inc
Ref: Your name

